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THE FOUNTAIN is published once every six weeks. It is supported by
free-will offering from Christian friends who have the burden to see
the Word of God reach as many as possible. We depend on the all
sufficient grace and providence of the Lord to meet our every need.
The magazine is free of charge and is sent upon request.

OUR AIM is to unite all Christian brothers and sisters who have the
same burden to preach the Gospel unto all nations. We preach none
other than Jesus Christ and Him crucified.

WHAT WE BELIEVE The Bible is the basis of our faith. We believe
that the whole Bible, every chapter, every verse as originally given
is inspired by God.
"You (Jesus) are the Christ, the Son of the living God."

(Matthew 16:16)
"Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners." (I Timothy 1:15)
"And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name
under heaven given among men by which we must be saved." (Acts 4:12)
"For by grace you have been @saved through faith; and this is not
your own doing, it is the gift of God -- not because of works, lest
any man should boast." (Ephesians 2:8,9)
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"Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the Lord of
hosts." (Zechariah 4:6)
"When He saw the crowds, He had compassion for them, because they
were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then He
said to His disciples, 'The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers
are few; pray therefore the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers
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éa)e are desperately in need of articles and
7 suggestions! This is why our magazine was

sidelined for six months.
The co-workers of The Fountain are a group of

university students who want +to tell our fellow-

students across North America about the rich and
precious life offered in the Bible, in the life of
Jesus Christ. We have experienced the goodness
and the care of God and want to share these with
you,

For the past six months, God has encouraged
us and given us the determination to go on, He
has been faithful in supplying us with the arti-
cles for this issue,

From the work of The Fountain and in our in-
dividual student life, we have found that His love
is real. We urge everyone who has the same message
to share with those who do not know Christ yet.
We encourage you to send this magazine to your
fellow students and distribute them on campus,

Write and share with us your testimonies and
the many challenges that you face. We sincerely
invite you to join wus in bringing the Gospel to
those around us!
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Veronique

Ming stomped into his room, irri-
tated to find that it was not empty,
He had the craving to fling himnself
onto bed,

"Hi, how didit g0..." Stan looked
up and asked. He stopped short upon
catching his roommate's expression,

An uneasy silence followed, Stan
pretended to read aloud,

"'January is named after the an-
cient Latin divinity Janus., He was at
times depicted as a porter seated in a
flamboyant throne, with a sceptre in
the 1right hand and a key in the left

It was Jjust like Stan to be in-
terested in this sort of thing, Ming
mused, He could not help smiling as he
recalled the day Stan brought back that
pyramid, It was supposed to bring him
magical blessings of "biocosmic energy”.,
Gingerly placing a blunt razor blade
under the pyramid, Stan announced that
the dulled edge would be sharp again
in three days., Nothing happened, of
course, Stan, however, was undaunted,
He placed the magic charmon top of his
pile of notes,

"'Janus was worshipped as the god
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of gods; the sovereign disposer of war
and peace; the patron of the fortunes

of mankind, Some held that all doors
(Janua) and all passages (Janus) were
under his care...'"Stan's voice droned
on,

The bestower of fortunes! The
guardian of all doors! "If only I
could come to know him, whoeverhe is,"
Ming could not help thinking,

The thought of that interview he
Just had made him wince, The Board
asked him those unexpected questions
about his ability, his opinion regard-
ing himself, Nervous and caught off
guard, he kept stammering, His mind
turned blank, It was a humiliating ex-
perience which further undermined his
self-confidence,

Ming mnever did have much confi-
dence in himself, In school, being
halfa foot shorter than the other boys,
he was lost in the crowd. He was just
one of those unimpressive-looking kids
who blended so well with the background
that he was generally overlooked, None
of the teachers could remember whether
his name was Ming Ling or Ling Ming,



He answered to both. All his life he
had responded to "Hey" or "You there",
He was used to being mediocre., After
all, getting angry withhimself did not

seem to change anything,

"By the way," he heard his room-
mate talking to him,"Did you know that
Rick got a job already? Lucky guy."

"Oh y2ah? Some people have got
it made, haven't they?" There was the
slightest tinge of self-pity in Ming's
reply. h

"Blast those Econ! I'm going over
to have a pinball game., Wanna come a-
long?" Stan threw the Free Press under
the table,

"Today my horoscope reads, 'Exeel-
lent planetary influences, Indicat-
ions are that something very pleasant
is about to happen.,' Betcha I'm gon-
na hit on something big, A Jjob maybe,
Or a round trip to Hawaiil. Who knows?"
He whistled as he put on his jacket,

Alone, Ming found it even harder

to concentrate on tomorrow's exam,
Three more days to go, and he could
throw away all his textbooks, At last

his dream of getting a B,Sc, was ma-

terialized, So the numbing pressure
of assignments and exams was bravely
borne,

Ming xremembered that day in the
library, All of a sudden he panicked
at the thought of the future, The
fear of failure, anxiety about tomor-
row, made up that pain at the pit of
his stomach., He was beginning to doubt
if he should have majoredin Electrical
Engineering instead. But was it not a
bit late to think about that now?

Supper time, They were already
lining up at the foot of the stairway
to Pembina Hall, Ming noticed that
lately the usual long line of people
had dwindled,

He could remember as if it were
yesterday the first time he queued up
for supper, It was bad enough having
to wear a "FRESHIE" ©badge on his T-

shirt, Worse still, everything on the
food counter looked foreign, So what-
ever the person in front of him took,
Ming followad suit, Things went will
until he tried to tear open the tri-
angular pack of milk, Before he knew
it, he had the white liquid spilt all
over his nose and spectacles,

That first week they managed to
tub Ming twice, Even now, three years
later, Ming still failed to understand
how people could derive such pleasure
out of dumping someone into the bath-
tub, To him, the whole idea of tub-
bing was not so much culture shock as
poor taste,

Then came Halloween, It was fun
watching those weird-looking creatures
walk along +the darkened corridors,
Soon it was time for Christmas decor-
ations: crazy cartoons all over the
walls; light bulbs wrapped in gaudy-
colored paper, Thenthe unusually quiet
holidays when nearly everybodyhad gone
home, ¢ »

Ming took his usual seat beside
the window, Roast beef! He was glad
it wasthe last time he had to eat that
tasteless meat, Anyway, it was better
than submarine sandwiches or those
cheesy stuff,

That noisy bunch was sitting a-
cross the table again, Ming could hear
that science freak Jerry talking with
his mouth full, gesturing excitedly,

"eos the crew of Apollo 15,..a
journey of 475,000 miles,.ereturned to
the earth's atmosphere,..approached the
earth through a corridor only 4 miles
wideses" :

"Was that ever neat!" Ming said
to himself, Therewas just one entrance
to planet Earth; the spaceship had to
find that narrow passageway. What a-
bout human beings? Where could they
find direction?

Who did Stan say was supposed to
be the guardian of all doors? Ming
wondered why people would believe in
biorhythms, astrology, the occult sci-
ences and other bizarre things., He was



sure that if these people were honest,
they would admit it was all superstite
ion and psychic nonsense. Yet they
chose to believe in whatever they want-
ed to believe in., Perhaps thiswas be-
cause they wanted to be intriqued and
mystified, After all, fiction andfan-
tasy always appeared more appealing
than truth and logic, In the midst of
this confusion refarding the unknown,
wasn't there someone who could say,
"Here, this is the way," or "Come, I
am the door"?

The dining room was 1lit up by the
radiance of the setting sun, From where
he was, Ming could see the glittering
Red River, He thought he would miss
the tranquil beauty of the place, It
was a delightful surprise when he woke
up one frosty morningto find the trees
almost crystallized. He loved the fro-
zen riveras it lay silent and dazzling
white under the wintry sun, He was
thrilled by the lush green of spring,
the cloudless blue summer skieSeee

Yet how many times had he told him-
self he did not belong here? On the
other hand, he was not sure where he
really belonged. It was not just home-
sickness that made these three years
seem so much longer, Rather, it was a
feeling of restlessness, a sense cf
loneliness in the midst of the crowd,
Had he not been eager to leave home in
search ofa fulfilling university life?

Perhaps this was what they called dis-
illusionment,

Leaving Pembina Hall, Miag walked
towards that familiar stump, Here he
used to sit for hours, aimlessly throw-
ing pebbles into the river, Did life
have to be such a meaningless rut? Why
get a degree when you haven't the
slightest idea what to do with it ?
Surely there had to be a purpose behind
it all,

Ming had thought aboutthe meaning
of 1life ©before., Though he was at a
loss regarding the answer, it did not
bother him, The immediate goal of get-
ting a degree took precedence over
everything else, There was no time for
extra=curricular activities, He did
not join functions or listen to lec-
tures on current issues., He was not
interested. Besides, why should he get
involved? He was Jjust an immigrant, a
foreign student with the privilege of
finding employment,

The moon rose slowly from behind
the row of trees on the opposite bank,
A full moon, The loneliness and un-
certainty made Ming's search for mean-
ing an ‘unbearable suspense, If only
the knowledge accumulated over the past
three years could show him the way,

The thoughtof skipping tomorrow's
exam loomed large, Did he dare? (]
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» I became a Catholic at the age of
14, Then, I had little understanding
of God's purposes in sending His Son
Jesus Christ into this world. . How God
could relate to me was a mystery. Des-
pite my ignorance, I never tried to
find out more from the Bible, or any
other sources, I thought I , would be
saved if I was good enough., Reflecting
on my past,I could say that I was wor-
shipping the system rather than God. I
was more familiar with the method of
worship than God Himself,

In 1975, 1 came over to Canada for
Grade 13 in Kingston, Ontario., I did
not have too many problems in my stud-
ies, but at timesI prayed to God about
it, I continued to go to church, but
soon found it meaningless and the peo-
ple cold, At times, I felt like talk-
ingto someone, but there was none, and
I did not want to take the initiative.

One night during the mid-winter
break, I had a discussion with two
roommates, We talked about God's re=-
lationship with men., Our discussion
started off in a diverse manner, on
Buddah, Mohammed, Jesus and others,
But the question that we zeroed in was
"Has God been real to us?" The dis-
cussion went on from 7 p.m, to 6 a.m.
Finally we agreed that "God is me",
since we could function and make de-
cisions without Him, He did not exist
and those who believed in God were
weaklings who wanted somethingto cling
to.

I was quite happy to realize that
"God is me" Dbecause it meant that I
could do what I wanted and not feel

The author is a third year
Civil Engineering student at
the University of Manitoba.

guilty. Sol went to parties, gotdrumk,
feeling big and mighty. My conscience
accused me when I had gone beyond "the
limit", but I was not +too hung up on
it. My self-image was deteriorating
slowly, I finally decided that I want-
ed to change for the better. I made a
couple of resolutions, but they were
never carried out. There were Jjust too
many opportunities for me to enjoy my-
self, I did not understand why even
after I had cometo the conclusion that
"God is me", I was still restless,

One night, I was so frustrated
over the whole "God is me" issue that
I jumped onto my bed, punched it as
hard as I could, and screamedsilently,
"God, if You are alive, let Jesus ap-

- pear before me and I will be convinced

that You exist as the Bible says You
do," I was quite certain that Jesus
would come to my rescue, I opened my
eyes slowly to see if Jesus was stand-
ing in front of me or if an angel was
floating around. To my disappointment,
nothing happened, The whole thing
seemed to be unreal, I said to myself
that it was just another fantasy.

A week later, Jesus answered my
cry, One night while I was at the
laundry mart, I met a Queen's Univer=-
sity student. We talked about school
life, Gradually, he slipped in this
question, "Do you believe in anything
spiritual?"”

"Well, well," I laughed within my-
self and told him how I believed that
"God is me", However, I did not men-
tion to him the frustration and ques-
tionsI had concerning this issue., Then



he asked if I would like +to know what
a real Christian is, Since I was wait-
ing for my laundry, I agreed. He shared
with me about Jesus, telling it as if
Jesus was his friend, I found it
strange, but on the other hand, I was
impressed, He told me that we are all
‘sinners and are separated from God,
He added that Jesus, the Son of God has
come to die for our sins providing the
only way to Gods It then struck me
that Jesus had already appeared to es=-
tablish a relationship between God and
me.

However, I started giving all
kinds of excuses not to Dbelieve in
Jesus, I told him what I was pretty
good compared with some of my friends.,
He explained to me from the Bible that
I could not come to God by good works
or any other ways except +through be-
lieving what Jesus did., Ephesians 2:
8,9 said, "For by grace you have been
saved through faith, and this is not
your own doing. It is the gift of God,
not because of works, lest any man
should boast,"”

I did some fast thinking, and de-
cided that I would try Jesus out to
see 1f He was real or not. He said
that Jesus would makeme perfect before
God and thatI did not have tostruggle.
Finally my friend asked, "Is there any-
thing stopping you from believing right
now?” I could not think of any, so we
prayed together and I asked Jesus to
forgive me and to come into my life.
He did and I felt clean inside!

We took our laundry home and im-
mediately my friend asked me to memo-
rize some Bible verses concerning what
he had just told me.

After I had asked Jesusto control
my life,I started to read the Bible, I

believed +that it is God®s word and is

one of His means of communicating to
me, My Bible reading schedule however,
was quite haphazard. I did not have a
regular time and I just read it when I
felt 1like it. In spite of this, I
really thank God for showing His love
to me and encouraging me to understand
the Bible, His love was manifested to

me by this friend who led me to accept
Jesus, BEach morning, he would come to
my apartment forl5 minutes of reading,
praying and talking, He explained to
me that having a consistent quiet time
is essential as a child of God, It is
only through spending time with Him
that I can get to know Him more, Each
meeting with God to me is a great pri-
vilege,

As a growing Christian, I still
tend to disobey God by giving various
excuses, Sometimes, I do not take
God's word seriously enough, The Bible
tells me to be gentle with people, but
when others provoke me in a conversat-
ion, I usually respond very rudely by
giving an outburst of anger., I tell
myself that it is my nature. God would
then remind me that I lack this qual-
ity and need to have a change in me,

In Romans 12:2, it says, "Do not
be conformed to the world, but betrans-
formed by the renewal of your mind,
that you may prove what is the will of
God, what is good and acceptable and
perfect,” After 2 years of following
the Lord, I could see this verse un-"
folding its truth. When my mind is
being renewed by the transforming pow-
er of Christ, God wlll prove Himself
real to me, He has done this by chang-
ing my attitude towards His word,

God has been keeping watch over
my life and He is doing this through
another faithful friend of minehere in
Winnipeg, Along with him, I have a
group of brothers and sisters to en-
courage and strengthen me, Moreover,
God has blessed my life by filling my
heart witha constant flow of joy. This
joy comes in the form of singing songs
of praise to the Lord in my heart and
rejoicing over a person who has ac-
cepted Christ, In these years, I have
been encouraged +to see people come to
the Lord, finding that God does give
life and make 1t worth living, It is
amazing to see how God changes a per-
son! But the greatest joy is to know
that my name is written in heaven and
Jesus has promised in John 10: 28,29
that no one 1is able +to snatch me out
of His hand,



He gave it

Second

Linny

i

fits

"If Christ has not been reised, your faith is futile
and you are still in your sins."

Do you believe that Jesus Christ
actually rose from death?

Some people are Just too willing
to disregard this question, whilst
others, who are concerned about finding
out the truth, would at least read the
historical accounts of the matter be-
fore giving a definite answer,

Frank Morison, the writer of Who
Moved The Stone?l, was once a person
who refused to accept the record of
Jesus' 1life in the Bible as reliable,
However, he set forthto study the Gos-
pels, He did so partially because many
criticsin his generationwere disputing
the truth of the Gospels and partially
because Morison himself respected Jesus
as "analmost legendary figureof purity
and noble manhood."? Originally, Mori-
son chose to leave the issue of resur-
rection alone mainly because the mira-
culous elements in the Gospels seemed
so contradictory to physical science,
He wanted, most of all, to analyse the

I Corinthians 15:17.

seven days leading to the crucifixion
of Christ., He could not understand why
a good and respectable teacher 1like
Jesus could die such a ghastly death,
As well, he wanted to find out Christ's
response to His own suffering, Such is
an example of a non-believer who curel
to adoptan objective approach in order
to unravel the mystery of Christ,

But Mozxicoun never finished that
book he meant to write, The study of
the Gospels brought new light and he
was forced to go on with a research on
the possibility of Christ's resurrec-
tion, as truth spoke for itself. In
Who Moved The Stone?, he reveals his

systematic approach and his confession
of the discovery of historical truth
in the four Gospels,

Morison +tells us how astonished
he was at the strangeness in the monu-
ments that he studied, In his mind,
he reconstructed the scenes recorded
in the four Gospels that concerned



Jesus' arrest, trial, crucifixion and
resurrection, In the study of Jesus®
trial before the High Priests, we are
told that every detail fits into the
pPicture perfectly, Morison analyses
the background of the case by going
into non-Biblical sources, He studies
the peculiar nature of the charge
against Christ, He examines the emo-
tlonal and psychological response of
the Priests, which indicated their im-
mense desire to get rid of Jesus., In
addition, he examines the inner strug-
gle of Pontius Pilate and makes the
reader more aware of the situation
that forced the Roman procurator to
shift his responsibility to others,
Morison draws the conclusionthat Jesus
was irmocent,

The reader is also encouraged to
- read the details of Jesus® crucifixion
so as to perceive what actually took
place in Calvary almost two +thousand
years ago., The emphasis is not so
much on the pathos of the scene as on
its historical value,

After studying Jesus® death,Mori-
son found a deep interest in examin-
ing the following days as well, The-
Gospels had revealed truth to him up
to the point of Jesus' crucifixion but
that alone, however true, could not
prove that He had come and died as
Messiah, the true Son of God and Sa=
viour of mankind, In his search for
truth, Morison wenton to read careful-
ly about Jesus' resurrection,

That the tomb was empty on the
third day of Christ's death was not
disputed by even the most extreme ene-
mies of Jesus, How and why that hap-
pened was the problem to be solved,
Listing all the hypotheses put forward
by people who think that Christ never
rose from +the dead, Morison .shows how
each of them can be shattered by sheer
logic and common sense,

Morison points out that Christ's
body could not have been removed to
some other tomb by Joseph of Arimathea,
the owner of Christ®s grave, He was a
follower of Jesus and would not steal
the body, He did not mention such a

thing when thenews of Jesus' resurrec-
tion was later announced by the disci-
ples. If he had removed the body to
another grave, others would find out
sooner or later, Morison goes on to
invalidate another hypothesis which
states that the Jewish or Roman autho-
rities had taken the body away. Objec-
ting to Jesus® +teaching and His fol-
lowers® witness to Jesus® resurrection,
these authorities would very gladly
have produced the dead body justto up-
set the followers' belief of such a
supernatural thing, IF they had known
where the body was. But the authori-
ties had nothing to say in order to
overthrow the belief, All that they
could do was to intimidate the apostles
secretly, charging them not to speak
in Jesus' name at all, (Actsi4:18)
Neither could €hrist®s body have
been stolen by His disciples, as some
have suggested, By common sense, we
know that they were too afraid +to do
so 1in the first place, Most of them
were scattered once Christ was arrest-
eds Further, to steal the body was an
action that contradicted their frank
and down=to=earth character. Thirdly,
they were only bold enough to declare
Christ's resurrection seven  weeks
later, when they were absolutely sure,
Morison goes on to show the ab-
surdity of the hypothesis that Jesus
did not really die, He appeals to our
common sense again by stating that if
a man has been nailed to the cross,
with wounds on his head, feet, hands
and sides and has even been assumed to
be dead, he will hardly be able to
walk, let alone rolling off a huge
stone to escapein less than three days
after he 1is crucified! The other hy-
potheses that the women were mistaken
or that they did not visit the tomb
are equally improbable since the va=
cant tomb was soon known to everyone
in the city, The curlous ones would
have paid a visit to the tomb for: surs.

Morison does not conclude that
the account of Christ’s resurrection
is a true one just by pointing out the



unlikelihood of the above hypotheses,
He had far better support than that,
It is a particular study of the posi-
tive consequences of the discovery of
the empty tomb that confirmed the
statement of the Gospels, It is the
drastic change of several historical
figures that poignantly reflects the
powerful force of truth itself, The
people that Morison examines include
Simon Peter, a rugged fisherman, and
Saul, a most enthusiastic persecutor
of early Christians,

The same person that denied Jesus
three times stood up fearlessly seven
weeks later to declare himself a wit-
ness of the resurrection of Christ.
(Acts 2:32) The change that fell on
Simon Peter 1likewise fell on Saul,
who had to abandon his former hatred
of Christ and 'submit completely to
the real Son of God, He was called
to suffer for Christ and he had to
obey., Both of these men later died
as martyrs, but they had stood up to
turth, which could not be disregarded,
Christianity flourished under persecu-
tion and was introduced to the Wes-
tern world,

book, Morison makes it

sometimes, the Bible tells
extraordinary things
that seem impossible, not conforming
to our general notions, But it 1is
plain history told by true witnesses
and not a romantic fiction written to
please its readers, We are not parti-
cularly encouraged to identify oursel-
ves with the characters as we are when
reading fiction, The writers of the
Gospels did not attempt +to convince
their readers by using rhetorics ei-
ther, They simply wrote what they
knew,

In the
clear that
us strange and

The entire Christian faith 1is
based on Christ's resurrection. That
He had died for our sin is not enough
but that He has

dead shows that He is the one prophe-

been raised from the-

sied in the O0ld Testament +to conquer
death, the consequence of sin, His-
tory books have told you about the
growth of Christianity. The time and
place of +the growth coincide with
those recorded in the Gospels, We da
not doubt that Napoleon lost the bat-
tle in Waterloo although we did not
see that happen because we have faith
in the history written by others, If
you do not confine the power of the
Creator of this universe to the nar-
row, mundane scope of the non-miracu-
lous, you will see the truth revealed
in the Book that God has inspired, and
view your past, present and future
very differently,

Often we ask why God does .not
do this or that. We are so self-
centred that we want God to serve us
and please us in the way we want, If
we are truly sincere to know God's
will for us, let us examine what has
been claimed to be His word instead.
Morison, realizing +the change in his
attitude towards Christianity, has
said,

"It is easy to say that you will
telieve nothing that will not fit into
the mould of a rationalist  conception
of the universe, But suppose the facts
won't fit into that mould? The utmost
that an honest man can do is to under-
take to examine the facts -patiently
and impartially, and to see where they
lead him,"3

We should all study the , Gospels
before we personally accept or reject
these records, This is the lesson I,
as a Christian, have learnt, by reading
Frank Morison's Who Moved The Stone?

Ll

FOOINOTES :

1. Morison, Frank,Who Moved TheStone?,
Faber & Faber, London, 1971,

2, Ibid., p.10,

3¢ Ibide, peb7.




REASONASLE
OF CHRISTIAN

Vernon Ratzlaff

"Reasonableness" is not an easy
term +to define; what is reasonable to
one person is not always reasonable to
another, Some people require more evi-
dence than others to believe; some peo-
ple believein flying saucers while oth-
ers donot, even thoughboth have access
to the same information, Also, for some
statements we require more evidence
than for others before we accept them
as being reasonable, Consider three
statements. 1) The sun will shine to-
morrow, 2) This used car will last you
a long time, 3) A man rose from the
dead., We would require different kinds
of proof, and more of it, for accepting
the "reasonableness"” of the thirdstate-~
ment than of the first, We would re-
quire varying amounts of proof for each
of these statements beforewe would ac-
cept their reasonableness:less for 1),
more for.2), most for 3), So some peo-
ple require more proof than other peo-
ple before believing something to be
"reasonable", However, there are some
gudielines that can be held generally
acceptable which helpus see thatChris-
tianity is reasonable,

These guidelines, however, are just

10

that -- they are guidelines, not abso-
lutely certain statements, Theyare not
the result of deductive arguments, but
of inductive, Deductive arguments,
like mathematics, are valid because the
words that make them up define their
meaning; inductive arguments, like sci-
ence, are valid but never entirely cer-
tain, becausethey depend on experience,
not on definition, A deductive argu-
ment will yield a true conclusion be-
cause that is how we have chosen to
define the words that make up the sen-
tences; it is dependent, then, on us
and how we use words, Not admitting
the truth of the conclusion would re-
sult in contradicting our first state-
ment. E.g. all circles are round. This
is round,. Therefore .this is. a circle,
We camnot deny the conclusion without
resulting in a contradiction,
Inductive arguments, used in sci-
ence, do not give this absolute cer-
tainty because they deal with objects
of experience, not objects of our de-
finitions, Christian claims are in-
ductive, because they have to do with
experience, not with mere definitions,

This difference between deductive
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and inductive systems is important, If
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bility, reasonableness, The deductive

Christianity couldbe proven deductive-
ly, i.e, indubitable, completely, two
consequences would follow, 1) It could
do so only as a result of using defin-
ition=-- and definitions are arbitrary,
i,e., the human being decides what they
will be, 2) Our faith would rest on
the proof, on the .deductive system,
Proving God's existence, Jesus' divi-
nity or the trustworthiness of the Bi-
ble by a deductive method would lead
us to have faith in the proof, not in
God.,

That Christianity is inductive in
its 'explanation is important when we
think backto what we meant by "reason-
able", Inductive, arguing from speci-
fic cases to a general statement, is a
way of gaining reasonable reasurancej
notof absolute irrefutable proof. This
is where science and Christianity
undertake similar ways of arriving at
conclusions, Christianity claims to
be a historical faith, open to histo-
rical and scientific investigation,
Such investigation holds historical
events to be true as based on proba-

approach might say"By definition Jesus
lived"; the inductive system - says,
"Based on experience with historical
documents (the gospel and church his-
tory records), it is highly probable
that Jesus lived”., The Christian faith
is open to investigation, when; it
rests on claims about what God did in
space and in time, and these claims
can be tested by the same methods we
use in the social and the natural sci-
ence, 8o Christianity is first of all
reasonable because it uses the same
criteria of investigation ' that other
disciplines use in arriving at reason-
able conclusions,.

Secondly, it is reasonable because
it follows the use of the dinductive
method in accepting that hypothesis
(theory) which accounts bestof all the
available data. In science, theories
that cover the widest range areaccept-
ed, For example, if I look at thefrac-
tion 16/64 and claim that I cansimpli-
fy this by crossing out the common in-
teger (6), I get 1/4, which iscorrect.,
But this theory does not work for the
fraction 12/24, So I have to adopt a .
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theory thatwill work for allfractions,
not Jjust one., Further, theories are
chosenon the basis of their ability to
explain and to predict. Christianity
is reasonable because it is a hypothe-
sis that accounts for a great many
data, in fact, for all observabledata,
On the basis of Christianity's claims
I have a basis for doing science (be-
cause there is a God of order who sus-
tains the creation), for aesthetics (be-
cause there is a God who has created
beauty; if it were not for this, why
should I think a sunset +to .be more
beautiful +than a crumpled cigarette
package?), for ethics (because there
is a God, it matters what I do; if it
were not for Him, why should I prefer
protecting 1life to taking it?)., Be-
~lieving in God and in Jesus allows me
" to make sense of these data and more;
Christian belief is thus reasonable,
Without God I cannot give a reasonable
explanation of why there is order and
dependability in the universej with God
I can assume continuity and uniformity
of natural law,

Thirdly, I find Christianity to
be reasonable because it is based on
historical events which I can read a-=
bout, and because what I read is found
in reliable records, The reliability
of these records(the Bible) related to
two questions, 1) Is whatwe have today
an accurate record of what was first
written by the apostles? 2) Was what
was writtenby the apostles an accurate
record of what actually happened?

Christianity is reasonable because
it can reply "yes" to both questions
as a result of two disciplines, Tex-
tual criticism tests the accuracy of
the manuscripts of the Bible (over 3,000
Greek manuscripts of the New Testament
alone) to see whether they agree with

each other and thus reflect what was -

originally written, Social tradition
theory tests the accuracy of cultures
in transmitting oral material over se-
veral decades, Archaeology also tests
the reliability of these records. All
these methods combine to make me more
confident of the reasonableness (rslia-
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bility) of +the biblical records of
Christianity's claims, I can trust
what the records (the Bible) say.

Fourthly, in all this talk of the
reasonableness of Christianity, I have
not mentioned the concept of "faith"”,
All of us use faith, The scientist has
faith that phenomena will continue,
that what he observes today is repeat-
able and predictable for tomorrow, The
chemist assumes that gases will expand
when temperature is increased and pres-
sure remains constant, and that this
will happen tomorrow and the dayafter,
This "uniformity of nature" illus-
trates the inductive method, the be-
lief (faith) that things will continue
to be what they have been, And it is
only on the faith assumption of a cre-
ator God of order and dependability
that we can continue to believe in the
dependability uniformity of nature is
seen as reasonable, My saying Christi-
anity is reasonable is thus similar to
those who see sclence as reasonable,

My belief in the reasonableness is
thus based on the same kind of reason-
ing that produces my belief in therea-
sonableness of the scientific methodo-
logy, reasoning that relates to under-
standing the world around me, to making
sense out of data (e.g, a man raised
from the dead), to seeing documents
(the Bible) as believable, |
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LIVING

Becoming a Christian was the be-
ginning of a brand new life for me, It
was a challenge, and a very - big ©one.
Since then, there has been a desire
within me to close the door to my old
way of life, because it was miserable
and unfulfilling,
walk with God on a higher plain, I
want to grab hold of His hand andlet
Him lead me,

Themost exciting experience since
becoming a Christian is reading the
Bibley and discovering for myself the
Bible's priceless gems. It has led me
directly to Gods The more I read a-
bout God, the more I realize how great
His love is to all mankind, and to me
as an individual, Through my daily
reading, I find out that the Bible is
the book of God's heart, a book that
God wants me to read, believe and obey.
It is the book that has since set out
guldelines for my daily living, and a
book that offers me warranty for eter-
nity,.

As I open the Bible for my devot-
tion today, I realize that itis theold
familiar Psalm 23 that I will be read-
ing, After reading verse one, I cannot
help but stop right there and meditate
on the words, It reads, "The Lord is
my shepherd, I shall not want,"

As I repeat aloud this verse to
myself, it +tells me that the Lord my
God is my shepherd, and relying on Him
I shall have everything and not want
anymore, How nice to have a shepherd
to guide me through life!l My life will
then be protected and I will not be
wandering here and there. As I reflect
on the past years, I can only say that
I have experienced God's love and care

Moreover, I want to.

GUIDELINES

for me, He has been my shepherd in
every aspect of my life,be itacademic,
spiritual or social, As I think about
God's care and providence, one incident
comes to my mind,..

It was the time when a friend and
I were stuck in the car on a side road
a mile off the main highway, To make
the situation worse, it was in the
heart of winter, and there was nobody
around, The only house we remembered
seeing was a small shabby=looking cot-
tage a mile back, At first we tried to
drive thecar forward and backward hop-
ing to get it out, but the tire just
spinned round and round, We tried to
put some leaves and twigs under the
tire, but nothing seemed to work,

Exhausted and cold, we got into
the car and prayed., After praying, we
decided to walk out and call for help.
As we trudged against the wind, we were
worried about the cost of calling for
a tow truck, We had heard that the
charge was about five dollarsa mile or
more if we had to callone on the high-

“way. Besides, it must have been over

twenty miles away that we saw the last
gas station, My heart was in turmoil,
But somewhere deep inside, I knew that
God cared and He would somehow answer
our prayer,

Finally we got to the house., We
rang the door bell but nobodyanswered.
"Oh, nol" I said to my friend., Then
we opened the door and yelled,"Is any-
body home?" At length we heard the
shuffling of feet and a sleepy-looking
middle-aged mancame out., After telling
him about our situation, he volunteer=-
ed to try and pull our car out, So we
drove back in his car and he did man-
age to pull it out, What a relief!

How caring and loving God is, He
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walks into my life and takes care of
me in very specific ways and on many
occasions, This incident is just one
of many which show me that God is my
shepherd,

"I shall not want," Whatdoes this
mean? Will I not want anything? It
must be great to have every need ful-
filled, Yet the verse clearly assures
me of this, The biggest thing lacking
in my life a few years ago was a close

- relationship with God, My high school
days suddenly come back to me, There
were morning assemblies, hymn-singing,
reciting the Lord's prayer and chapel
services, I can remember each moment
vividlyy, and how I +thought I was a
Christian, The startling moment came
when I read an article which stated
that God has no grandchildren, It said
that having parents who are Christians
does not make the children Christians,
Neither does going to church and doing
all the rituals, I can still remember
that my reaction then was a big"What?"

For the rest of the week it both-
ered me andI wanted tokmow badly where
I stood, inside or outside God's fami-
ly, I wanted to find out how I could
become a Christian, I reasoned that if
I was not made His child by an adoption
into His family, I would have no part
of Hime, I longed to be His own child,
I realized that my relationship with
God was on a "He's up there, I'm down
here" basis, There were fear and ac-
knowledgement on my part because He is
God, But there seemed to be a gap, I
guess in a way I was a grandchild-
of Gode I really did not feel the

14

closeness of a father and daughter re-
lationship, Besides, I really lacked
the fulness and richness of a Christian
life, Nobody knew the inside of me ex-
cept God and myself, I had to be hon-
est and admit that I needed God to en-
ter my life and take over, ' '
Finally, after a 1long week of
thinking and searching,I told God that
I really wanted to be His child, I ac-
knowledged that I had sinned, and in
my life there were hatred, pride, jea-
lousy instead of love, I asked ._for
His forgiveness in simple prayer and
asked Him to take me into His family,
1 also thanked Him for His love in dy-
ing on the cross for my sins, I did
not really understand why He did it
because I did not deserve all this,
It would be hard for me %to understand
His love Dbecause I did not possess
that kind of 1love in me, Maybe in
due time I would,but even then, Ireal-
ly appreciated it, I claimed before
Him the verse in John 1:12, "But as
many as received Him,..to them He gave
the right to become children of God,"

This was the most precious moment
in my life. God did fulfill my want,
What is more, He has since come into
my life and taken over, and has given
me the assurance thatI am His, I guess
the key is the preceding verse, I must
recognize that Godis my shepherd first
before He can satisfy my needs,

I remember in the 0ld Testament,
God says that He is the great I AM,
This to me is very true, When T need
peacey, He is peace, When I need love,
He is love, As in the incident when I
was stranded in the snow, I had to be
calm to handle the situation, to have
the faith that everything sould be all



right, to know that God was with me,
I recall that He indeed provided me
with all these, and did assure-me in
the midst of my turmoil that He was in
control,

These two experiences bring me
back to the reality of this verse, I
have to admit that it is very true in
my everyday life,

Meditating on this verse and put-
ting emphasis on each word and phrase
adds more meaning to it, As I think
about the phrase "The Lord", it speaks
to me of God's wuniqueness., It would
certainly be a lot more different if
the word "The" were replaced by "A",
Yes, God is the one and only one Lord
who deserves my obedience,

Moving on, I come tothe certainty
of +this wverse -- "is"., Surprisingly
enough, there is no condition, no"if",
Just a simple "is" stating +the fact,
How extraordinary! I guess I am too
used to the norm of this society, when
I have to pay for what I gets Just
yesterday I found out that if I do not
pay two dollars, I will not get a
transcript, After all, I did pay the
student fees! Life is certainly full
of "ifs" and conditions, But life as
God's child is so different. There are
no conditions. He loves me uncondi-
tionally and in fact, He loved me even
before I came to Him, God IS my shep=-
herd, and I know that for certain,

"My shepherd," This phrase makes
me think of how loving and personal
God is to me, I always have the im-

pression that a shepherd 1loves and
cares for his sheep, In fact he would
make every effort to protect his sheep
and to keep them from wanderingastray.
How comforting +to know that God is my
shepherd and I am His sheep, His very
owWI,

The next phraseis another fact --

. "I shall not want", Although I have

read this verse Dbefore, it has never
occurred to me until today that I shall
be in such a state of not wanting or
lacking anything, In my Christian
life, I always seem +to either want
this or that. Although I have told
God to take over my life, I am still
anxious about my future and even to-
morrow, Also I find myself lacking in
love, peace, Jjoy and most of all, pa-
tience, Coming back to this verse, 1
cannot but marvel at how direct and
precise it 1s. It points right to my
needs, to what I am anxious about,
telling me that I need not want any-
more, These are but a few words but
there 1s such depth to them., What is
more, it says that it is "I" that shall
not want, I really thank God for this
versel

I find myself being caught up in
the richness and fulness of thisverse.
It is nice to dwell in such a state,
but I need to move on to see how I can
use it in my 1life, As I think about
this, I realize that to apply this
verse is the hardest, yet the most im-
portant, After all, what meaning 1is
there to read the Bible if I read it
without applying it? I know that God
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wants me to use it as a guldeline for
my 1life, Yes, I need +to transform
these few words in my hard-covered
Bible dinto living words and living
actions, Now that I know from my
past experience that God is my shep-
herd, I need to treat Him like one, I
must act in the assurance that there
is a -'shepherd guiding and protecting
me, and not as if I were a lost sheep,
trying to fight it all out by myself,

So I am determined to practise
what I have learnt from this verse, I
am determined to go backto my computer
-assignment in this manner, I must not
be frantic and uptight when I cannot
get it running because this will just
be a hindrance, Also when I see my
savings account reaching the two-fig-
ured mark, and I still have not re-
celved the cheque from home, I will
not worry, Instead, I will hand all
of these over to my shepherd who is
always beside me, By God's help, I
am sure that there will be no more
sleepless nights,

This verse really means a lot to
me, It makes me think a lot about my
past, and it certainly bringsme closer
to Gode Not only this, but it also re-
minds me of my relationship to Him
and the rich 1life that I should be
living if I treat Him as my shepherd.

As I +think about my past few
years as a Christian, I can say that
the Bible indeed 1is very precious to
me, It has pointed me to God who has
given me a new 1life, It has also
brought me into the family of God, so
that I can stand face to face with my
Fathery This +to me is very valuable
and meanignful,

The exploration expedition began
a few years ago and it has been exci-
ting and fulfilling, The wonderful
thing 1is that I not only have gui-
dance but also a very special Guide,
Would you like to join me in explor-
ing the Bible? O
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Attention!

Are you baffled by any ques-
tions concerning Christianity?

Is there any obstacle hinder-
ingyou from accepting Jesus Christ
as your Lord and Saviour?

You are invited to direct all
your questions to LETTERS TO FOUN-
TAIN, This 1is a special column
for any readers who have questions
concerning Christianity, Do not
hesitate to write to us, We will
answer your questions directly or
through +this column, However our
scope will be limited to questions

“concerning belief andChristianity,

Pseudonyms may be used when your
letter is published, but you MUST
give us your real name andaddress,

Address your 1letters to
LETTERS TO FOUNTAIN,
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