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Dear Janice, }
Would you believe that I am

taking all the trouble to write just
to tell you about a movie I saw last
week?

That right I couldn't sleep, As

the scenes kept recurring, the question
persisted, "Whatif it should happen to
me?" Now you are going to dismiss the
whole thing _and say it's Just like me
to get emotionally involved with a mo-
tion picture, What bothers me is that
I too have learnt to be sophisticated
enough to cease to be aroused, Con-
scilously or otherwise, I, like so many,
have tried hard to be indifferent, to
forget about anything that's disturb-
ing, to ignore the unpleasant truths,
to forget about the cruelty of man, the
problem of paine,. ' :

I was touched after reading The
Hiding Place, the book on which the
movie Was based, It is more provoking
and moving than the film, It contains
details of human cruelty which, had they
not been discreetly omitted, would scan-
dalize the movie-going public, This
2-million-copy seller Juxtaposes the
seamy side of human nature with the
glory of transcendent love, The simple
yet profound truths that shineout have
the power +to change the lives of its
readers,

The Hiding Place tells the 1life
"story -of Corrie ten Boom, Holland's

SAFFLING
WUESTION

firstwoman watchmaker, During the Nazi
Persecution in World WarII, she opened
her houseas the hiding place for Jews,
As a result of this underground activ-
ity, she and her family were sent to
German concentration camps, Her father
and her elder sister Betsie died in
prison. Corrieis the only one who has
survived to tell of the gruesome and

unimaginable suffering they had to go
through, She wrote +the book to tell
people what they had learnt in the

camps,

What impressed me most about the
ten Boom familywas their beliefin God,
It was so real that it affected +their
every decision and move, It was their
unshakeable beliefin God that made the
lives of these ordinary people remark-
able, and made thenm willing to =risk
their lives to harbour theJews who were
"the apple of God's eye" -= God's chosen
people,

Their faithin God's love sustained
the sisters through hunger, forced la-
bour, hatred and inhumane treatment in
the concentration camps, Their conso-
lation and strength came from the Word
of God, Through the Bible they knew
they were victorious over the infernal
circumstances, They were living in two
separate worlds, The external, observ-
able life grew more horrible each day,
The spiritual life they lived with God
grew daily better, more glorious, They
knew that they werey, not would be, con-
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querors, In the midst of darkness God's
word burnt,

"Who shall separateus from the love
of Christ? Shall +tribulation, or
distress, or persecution,,.No, in
all these things we are more than
conquerors through him that loved
u-s.li

Don't you agreethat their kind of faith
is not merely a crutch in the midst of
despalr? A fake religion or a nominal
belief in a far-away God wouldn't have
helped either., To them, Jesus was ad-
equate for every crisis as He could
turn loss into glory,

One exciting discovery which Cor=-
rie made was that in their humiliation
they werenot alone, They were-thrilled

to discover that the account they read -

of Jesus® suffering was neither remote
nor a by-gone story, as the pages in
the Bible 1leapt onto life for them,
"It was simply a description of the
way things were-- of helland heav-
en, of how menact and how God acts,
I had read a thousand times the
story of Jesus' arrest =- how sol-
diers had slapped Him, laughed at
Him, flogged Him, Now such happen-
ings had faces and voices,"
Now they could identify with Jesus who
suffered the same ignominious treachery,
shame and loss, Since Jesushad suffer-
ed the lowest degradation for the whole
human race, the sisters were convinced
that "there 1s no pit so deep that He
is not deeper still", Corrie's whole
life after her release has been dedi-
cated to proclaiming this conviction,
She must tell people that however great
a man's suffering 1is, Jesus has gone
through it all and has the power to
Save, ’

What is so disturbing about The
Hiding Place is its relevation of the
cruelty of man, The concentration camp
was situated next to the punishment
barracks, All day Corrie and Betsie
could hear the sounds of hell itself,
These were "sounds of a cruelty alto-
gether detached: blows landing in reg-
ular rhythm, screams keeping pace",
One of the inmates of the camp had ar-
rived at the conclusion that the only
way to survive in this cruel world is
to hate, Betsie, however, had a dif-
ferent vantage point., She saw that to
love is greater. She realized that if
people can be taught to hate, they can
be taught again to love, ‘

Love even your persecutor? I was
interested +to read of Corrie's human-
ness as she had to struggle hard be-
fore she could extend a forgiving hand
to her former persecutor, It must have
been supernatural love which enabled
her to overcome her hatred, In forgiv-
ing she discovered the valuable truth
that "when He tellsus to love our en-
emies, He gives, along withthe command,
the love itself",

If God is love, why does He allow
suffering? I bet you must have wrecked
your brain over this age-old problenm
of pain one time or another, Perhaps
you have quit +thinking about this as
you don't seem to find any answer, Fa-
ther ten Boom answeredthe hard question
with a simple yet satisfying analogy,
Just as a little child cannot carry
a heavy load, so it is the same way
with knowledge,

"Some knowledge is too heavy for
children, When you are older and
stronger you can bear it, Your fa-
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ther will™ capry -1t.until’. youw-ars-
ables" o

: The lieutenant who conducted Cor-
rie®s first hearing had a hard time
- struggling for truth, He couldn't find
an intellectually satisfying answer to
-1ife’s injustice, He couldn't accept
the existence ofa God who allows those
who believe in Himto suffer, What kind
of a God would have let a God-fearing
old man like Father ten Boom die -a
pauper's deathin prison? Corrie didn't
understand it either, Yet thers were
answers to this and all her hard ques-
tions == for she was content to leave
them to her heavenly Father's keeping,
The dilemma of doubt is everyone's
problem, Some doubts gnaw at the root
of faith, In face of life's web of hu-
manly fnexplicable events, how do you
handle your hang=ups?

Years later, Gofrie realized why

the terrible suffering had to happen

to her, On the occasion of the prem-
lereof The Hiding Placein Los Angeles,
she spoke of her experiencein the con-
centration camps
"I went thru a very difficult class
of 1ife's sthool, But when you go
toa difficult. class you learn much,
especially when the teacher is
good; and my Teacher was so good,
so thatI saw as it were God's point
of view,"

There was something .chilé=~1ike
‘about Father ten Boom's faith that
impressed those who 1ived around him,
Many brought their problems and asked
for advice, Unabashedly he would bow
his head and pray for the answver,
Occasionally when he encountered baff-
ling watch repair problems, Corrie

-l -

‘would hear him say,

“Lord, You turn the wheels of the
- galaxies, You know what makes the
.planets spin and You know what
~ makes this watch run,,,"
Through the years he took his stop-
watches to ?€he Ohe who set the atoms
dancing,” and "keeps the greatcurrents:
circling through the sea,”

The ten Booms® belief in God°'s
omnipotence and :omiisc¢ience enabled
them to handle their doubts, To them,
God makes no mistakes, "There are no
'1fE” In God's world," Their only
safety 1is in the centre of His will
because He knows all things and is in
control, "His will is our hiding
place.” Indeed, Corrie was to learn
years later that her release had been
the result of a clerical "error", A
week later all women of her age were
taken to the gas chambers,

The fear of death too was taken
care of because God has perfect timing,
Father ten Boom explained to the child -
Corrié that "when the time comes that
some of us will have to die, you will
look into your heart and find the
strength you need == just in time,"

By new you must be wondering why
I get so exicted telling you about a
book, It's just that the life stories
of these sisters bear up such a strong
contrast with our 1ives, I cannot
forget your words that for you 1life
is so far so good, and you can go on
living your owm life, since you don't
See the need to +trust 4n /g -Higher
Being, You will be surprised, as I
was, to find out that Corrie was over



fifty when the situation arose for her
to get involved 1in +the underground
movement, All along she had lived the
quiet, uneventful 1life of a spinster.
Who could have dreamed of her belng
used to save hundreds of Jewish lives?
Now in her eighties she is still trav-
"elling arcund the world to touch, stir
‘and change lives, What is it about
this ordinary woman that makes her the
channel of a life-changing power? It's
simply her willingness to obey her God
and take His Word seriously, There are
many who believe in God and still find
life going on as before =- boring, un-
interesting, What 1is wrong is that
they don't mean business with God,
They are not willing to obey and be
used by Him,

Don't you think it's easy to let
life pass us by without experiencing
what a fulfilling and worthwhile life
is all about? Security, comfort and
success may constitute what to many is
a "good" life, In God's point of view,
there is something higher, more last-
ing. The trouble with +taking your
life into your own hands is that you
are missing what God has planned for
all who trust Him -- an abundant life,

Back to the question, "What if it
should happen to me?" I wonder if per-
secution and suffering would deepen
my trust in God's goodness and love,
or if these would shake the very foun-
daticn of my belief in a sovereign
creator,

- How would you, who don't see the'
need to believe in God, have acted and
reacted in the same situation?

Yours sincerely,

Rony
O
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STRENGTH & GQMPQRT

What a wonderful God we have ==

He is A

the Father of our Lord

Jesus Christ,

the source of every mercy,
and

the one who so wonderfully

comforts & strengthens
us
in our hardships and trials,

And why does He do this?

So that
when others are troubled,
needing our
sympathy & encouragement,
We can pass on to them this
same help & comfort
God has given usy

You can be sure that
the more :
we undergo sufferings for
- Christ,
the more
He will shower us with
His
comfort & encouragement,

We are in deep trouble
for bringing you
God's
comfort & salvation,
But
in our trouble
God had comforted us ==
and this, too, to help you:
to show you from
our personal experience
how God will tenderly comfort
you
when you undergo these same
sufferings,

He will give you the strength
to endure,

(From.the 2nd letter of Paul to the
Churchat Corinth, chapter 1, vv,3=7)




It was Christmas, 1944, My sis-
ter Betsle had died, I was in a hos-
pital barrack in Ravensbruck, Dark it
was in my heart, and darkness was a-
round me, '

There were Christmas trees in the
street between the barracks., Why, I

don't know, They were the saddest
Christmas trees I ever saw in my life,
I am sure it was with the purpose of
blaspheming that they had thrown dead
bodies of prisoners under the Christ-
mas trees,

I tried to talk to the people a=
round me about Christmas, but they
mocked, ridiculed, and sneered at what-
ever I wsaid, At last I was just
quiets It was in the middle of the
night +that I suddenly heard a child
crying and calling, "Mommy! Come to
Oelie. Oelie feels so alones" I went
to her and saw a child not so young,
but feeble-minded,

"Oelie, Mommy cannot come, but do
you know who is willing to cometo you?
That is Jesus," ,

The girl was lying on a bed next
to the window, not far from my bed, Al-
though Oelie was completely emaciated
from lackof food, she hada sweet face,
beautiful eyes, and wavy hair, It was
so touching to hear her call for her
mother, Oelie. had been operated on and

Editor®s Note:
Corrie ten Boom is the author
of the book The Hiding Place,
She was confined in the Nazi
prison camp in Ravensbruck
during World War IIfor hiding
Jews in her home in Holland,

the incisionon her back was covered by
a bandage of toilet paper.

That night I told this poor child
about Jesus, How He cameinto the world
as a little baby == how He came to save
us from our sins,

"The Lord Jesus loves Oelie and
has borne her punishment on the cross,
Now Oelie may go +to heaven, Jesus is
thereright now, He is getting a little
house ready for Oelie," Later I asked
her what she remembered of what I had
told her,

"What is the little house 1ike?"
I asked,

"It is very beautiful, There are
no wicked people as in Ravensbruck —-
only good people and angels, And Oelie
will see Jesus there,"

The child added, "I willask Jesus
to make me brave when I have a pain, I
will think of the pain that Jesus suf-
fered to show Oeliethe way to heaven,"
Oelie folded her hands; together we
gave thanks,

Then I knew why I had to spend
this Christmas in Ravensbruck,

== From Corrie's Christmas Memories --
Copyright @ 1976 by Corrie ten Boom,

Used by permission of Fleming H, Revell i

Company,
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"The older world is done for, toppling on top of uUSses

eee There must be a new world,"

Amidst the cries of frustration
against the meaninglessness of life,
there are still some less cynical peo=
ple who stand up to suggest various
positive actions to bring changes to a
world that they see as dying, In pro-
posing the changes, there illumines a
hope for them --a hope that this world
would eventually be transformed into a
better one for the entire human race,

D, H., Lawrence, a well-known twen-
tieth century writer, seemed to have a
positive answer for people who wanted
a permanent change, Lawrence wrote
beautiful prose, but humanity was his
chief concern in writing. Lawrence saw
the worldas dying. Bound by technolog-
ical progress,men had become.cardboard
beings who could only conform blindly
to the mechanical routines of modern
life, Lawrence thought that if the
world went on-like this, all men would
be completely alienated fromtheir nat-
ural instinctsand intuition., The world

- D.H.Lawrence =

to Lawrence was corrupt. Men put on
masks to give themselves a make-believe
identity and social security. Lawrence
stressed the importance of the natural
world that menhad abandoned, He thought
that it was essential formen to resume
a direct and intimate tie with nature
so as to re-establish a bond with the
universe, He always viewed sex as the
only connection thatmodern menhad with -
their natural selves, Other than that
link, men were hypocritical and help-
less, being bound by existing moral
rules and technological progress, Law-
rence said that the only solution to
mankind was a complete rebirth,

Lawrence's idea of a rebirth in
man is shown inhis novel, The Rainbow.,
The plot of the novel is deliberately
low-key and simple, but the philosophy
put forth by Lawrence is complex and
profound, Three generations of the same
family are described respectively. Al-



most every character in the novel is
striving for personal fulfilmentin his
own waye. The firsttwo generations fail
to find their fulfilment. Gradually
they fade away without knowingthe mean=-
ing of living, like millions of other
people, Itis only in describing Ursula,
who belongs to the third generation,
that Lawrence makes known his concept
of rebirth., Ursula goes through a trial
already experienced by her predecessors

<= she hasto fight to recover her nat-

ural bond with the wuniverse, and to
struggle against the traditional moral
rules that bind her in her aspiration
for fulfilment in life, She finds out
that sex is not enough to help her re-

cover her natural self, She has to
struggle +to win back her identity by
abandoning everything that forces her

to Dbetray her individuality. Social
interactions seem to suffocate her, As
a teacher, she feelsthat she is forced
to control the thoughts and behaviour
of the young people inher class against
her own will, Recognizing her sepa-
rateness from the rest of the people
around her, she cannot tolerate the
hypocritical everyday conversation en-
joyed by her colleagues, Her career
makes her see the unnaturalness of the
existing order, which becomes a "barren

nothing" +to her., Romantic love also
becomes an obstacle to her quest for
identity, Although she has a passion

for her lover, she cannot find a com=-
plete consummation with him, When she

The Rainbow

discovers that he too, is a victim of
the mechanisticsociety, andhas no idea
of his own identity, she has to give
him UDe

It is at this point of the novel,
when Ursula is finally alone, that the
synbel of rebirth, the rainbow, appears
as a promise of reward, Lawrence takes
into consideration the biblical meaning
of the rainbow, He sees it as a symbol
of a new beginning after the past has
been washed off completely, But to him
the rainbow also stands for the
renewing quality of acreative process.,
It appears in the novel as a promise
of a better life since Ursula has re-
established her individuality under
the tyranny of the mechanistic world,
so as to reclaim her identity with the
universe, Ursula's +triumph over the
rules and values of the modernage seems
to symbolize Lawrence's belief that the.
new generationcan ultimately wash away
the decayed past so that a new world
will come about, The novel ends with
a highly optimistic tone about the fu-
ture:

"She (Ursula) saw in the rainbow
the earth's new architecture, the old,
brittle corruption of houses and fac-
tories swept away, the world built up
in aliving fabric of Truth, fitting to
the over-arching heaven,"
~is a visionary novel that
looks forward +to a new world in which
all men, not just a few, will recog-
nize their individuality from one ano-
ther, thus winning their rebirth: Law-
rence saw himself as a "Saviour" of
mankind because he thought- thathis own
concept of rebirth would be the only
salvation for the dying world.

Lawrence did make a point in say-
ing that modern man seemedto have lost
his identityand individuality; and his
"rebirth" idea sounds like a pleasing
consolation, Yet he wasunable to sug-
gest any further plans forman to trans-
form himself thoroughly, He suggested
continuous struggle, such as the one
Ursula undergoes, as a way to rebirth.
Yet he did not say what a man should

ever-



do after he has won his Trebirth, He
concentrated much on the separateness
of each individual, but he gave no de-
© finite solution to mankind as a whole,
Hedid not explain -how each manwho in-
sists on his own: 1nd1v1dua11tycamxtol—
erate another human ‘being with a-com-

" pletely dlfferent personality, .. Men

_stressing on their separate indivi-
duality would naturally become isolated,
selfish, headstrong creatures, unable
to cope with others, In his anxiety
+0.awaken -man to his "rebirth", Law-
-rence still laecked the power to make it
a reality, A feborn man in the Lawren-
- tian sense would still not know how to
deal with the existing problems of the
_-modern -world., Men have been passing
from one
long time before they have come to the
. present . state, Can the:social: order,

. which is so incompleteand hypocritical
‘be totally abo-
‘What would. the nature of his

‘in Lawrence's .sight,.
- 1ished?

new world. be?

D H,Lawrence Was . not the only onie

e have his 'say on the subJect of "reé-
“birth", . He was. not the -
cerned about the

W1th the
.modern. world,

mechanical routines 'of the
‘To me, life seemed to

go on.forever in menotonous- routines,

Like * his heroine Ursula, I was - sus-
picious of people around me, people
who seemed.so.false and. so -domineering
as I looked at them, There was a time
when I aliost - became.a misanthropist,
someone who  could not stand his fellow-
men, and Iwanted to run away from them
all, But even then, I .could not accept
Lawrence's concept. of rebirth for this
"dying ~world". Deep in my heart, I
knew that the most important thing was
not to attempt to replace the mechan-
istic society with a new and abstract
one, A change within man himself was
most urgent to me, But I felt that man
could not indergoa rebirth all by him-
self througha struggle similar to.that
of Ursula, To me, rebirth could not
be generated by a man on his own, just

~if men were
generation. to another for a.

e only one con=
-state of modern man, -
I, for one,; had also been dissatisfied

as he could not give birth to himself:
in the first place. Man, T -eame  -to
realize, was far weaker thad. he theughtv
he was, and more incllned b0 do-evili -
than he would admit 1 could not’ agree

‘with' Lawrence .in his estimation of the -

human- potentlal in seif-regeneratlon.

It took a long time for- me- to ‘ac—

- cept the fact that man had - eameto this.

state of being at: a. loss. because ofj
his sinful -nature, Even the greatest‘
men ‘in. history -had . fLaWS “in - theix -
character, Sin has made the sorld ‘the

ugly place it -appears Lo be,

search of meaning ina world that could

_-glve no answer;- they wonld .onity be go- '
-.ing on endlessly '
ney; a journey that would -give no so-- -
- lution but much.sufferlng,ilke the nu=
merous revolutions in history that had = .
-After strug- -
gling to be:on Iy OwWR- for a long timey -
. I found that I was nhot gaing anywhere A
" though I felt that there. must ‘be a way.

in a.cireular joups

only worked temporarlly.

out, After trylng te! run away fromA

‘It fo0k . i
along time forme to truly realize that -
to cortinde their bilind . -

- other people, I certainly did not see
a promise inthe future as Utrsitla ‘does;

There had to be a- more powerful change
in me., I recognized that I was sinful, .
like the rest of -the people,. I knew
that I needed a rebirth that I, with.
all my sins, couldnot possibly achieve
by myself, It was when I was -desper-
ately hoping for a new life in me that
I found my answer, not in a novel, but
in -the Bible, '



God reveals to us through the Bi-
ble that things getout of hand because
man insists by his ownwill on pursuing
his sinful way, which drives him fur-
therand further from God, Things would
only get worse as man tries to justify
his goodness by doing things on his own.,
For as long as man bears his sins, he
cannot be reconciled with God, no matter

what he does. By choosing to wallow
in his sins, man has chosen death to
be his final end: "For the wages of

sin is deathes." (Romans 6:23), As we
look at the world today, we can see
that despite men's progress in techno-
logy, crimes are being committed every-
where, Even 1in our daily life, our
revealed or hidden sins areno less daa-
gerous, They may not be lezally harm-
ful, yet they could disrupt our rela-
tionship with .ne another, or bring us
much frustraticn and anzer, Life would
be so insecure and aimless if there
were nothing tc¢ deliver us from this
sinful state,

But we can also Imow through the
Bible that God has dsep love and com-
passion for us whom He has created,
On the one hand, He cannot accept men
with their sins Dbecause of His right-
eousness and perfection, On the other
hand, He wants man to be saved from
eternal death because of His love and
mercy, Only Jesus Christ, His Son, is
perfect enough to =ave men by dying on
the cross for thelr =sins, thus saving
all those who would accept Him as their
Saviour, The wonder of this gift of
salvation 1lies in our being able +to
live again, to have all our sinz re-
moved once and for all, and to be re=-
conciled with God eternally,

The cross became the answerto the
powerful change thatI was looking for,
On ity I saw my sinful self made clean,
not by my goodness, but by Christ's
perfect blood, On it, I saw my own re-
birth, My immediate feeling of being
reborn through accepting Jesus as my
Lord and Saviour was one of relief and
wonder, It did not transform me drama-
tically, yet I was assured of a defi-
nite meaning in life from that moment

onwards, All my past sins had suddenly
vanished, and I had no fear or starting

a new life again, Having been born
again in Christ does not mear that I
will never go wrong again, Yot 1= 1
confess my sins, God will I:z-iv= me
and let mecome to Him awain beou.os of
Christ, who is the only ~unmrn 1 by
which I can go to God, wi=soss L, =,
Lawrence advocates a stru &l
men themselves in orisr to be o0,
God gives us the gift or ates
weaccept Christ as cur Za- RETWEE

as Lawrence doesnot : !
Christ has alreaay died ang =i. -
conquer over it :

bhy preocess of sdzferﬂn:, "1
of salvation and the subsequent LT
birth is given freely, OCur li:. can
be meaningful not Dbecause we 20 Ac
any zood by ourselves, but because Goa
can give us strength and carry ocut His
plan for us in our submiszion, iy
having been recborn does not s me
a famous hero, But then to me, :ame
is nothing as compared with the <=
verlasting promise that Jesus Christ
is the only =answer to my quest of
meaning in life, It 13 even more won-
derful to know that many other: who
have received this gif't share the =s=ms
experience with me, I can be assured
that God loves us both as individuals
and as a whcle human race, There is
no need to run zuzy Irom  pecnle  ac
long as I know that ticy, o matter
how sinful, are also =ntitlad *¢ the
gift that I have receivea,

As Ursula 1lccks at the xrainbeiw
in the sky, she sees it as a promiss
of rebirth, The promise is rich and
soothing, yet you cannot grasp it for
sure, It seems to lie in the indefi=-
nite future. As I lock at the cross
in my heart, I see that God's gift or
rebirth for me was given a long time
ago when Christ died on the cross and
rose again, It is not a vague hope
in the future, nor is it Jjust a his-
torical fact for those 1living in the

—

past -- I know, because I am keeping
this gift now, -
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Is it just-a fairy ta1e7 R

The story itself is’ stralghtfor-

Theworld.was rlfe w1thman 'S wick—
edness and violence, Man went his own
way and did not acknowledge God« - God
was grieved -and He decided - to send a
great flood ta- blot ‘out' man: From ‘the
face of the earth.. However, God found
Noah, a righteous man. . God; gave spee-
ific dinstructions to Noah to build an
ark to save hlmselfand,hls family from
the great flood. ~The ark: -should. ‘be
built of gopherwood.w1th 3 decks, with
a lengthof 300 cubits; a breadth of 50

cubits and a height ~of 30 cubits (one

cubit equals approximately: 18 inches) .
The flood came and-the rain "fell.for
40  dayse. When the flood finally sub~

sided, the ark . landed on the toprof a.
Noah and his.. family were

mountain,
saved °

Thefwholériaccoﬁnt_is‘recofded}in '

Gene51s,'the first book: in the Bible.
- Is the story ' just a myth.
14 true history7 1 2!

‘Around: 300 BoCs -
xian high priest, .
the Ark - could be- Seel, -
‘Haithon, a.13th centuryArmen:La.n prince; . -
- swrode - about -the :‘Axk, -
- itrom Mie Ararat “in-the midst. of 'snow
An- 1254
. ‘turer,
- a 'small - cross - carvedof'wood taken from .

or is
.~ “‘Noah's Ark- whlle he’ was - travelllng in -

e

On.the border between Turkey angd.
the Soviet Union.ds: Mt.: ALrarat.,  The
Persians called it- UK ok=T~Nouh,.
ing "Mountain. of Noah".

Mts Ararat -is-a- -voleano w1th ‘era=

ters on its side, It is~extremely haz=—

ardous to climb, The summit. is. per=-

manently covered by glacial dfce and -

snow, - often obscured‘hymlsty, fog-like
clouds,. with -blizzard - .conditions: pre~
sent most of the-year, At lower eles

‘vations, thunder: storms . are frequent"'

There are ~absolutely o trees on ‘the -
mountain for shélter;nor wood te “buikd -
a fire., At-
100=~foot .deep - crevasses “often: are ‘not. -

‘noticed  until it.is- too -late; The . -
- vocks oy .the meuntaini'

loose, porous
make climbers: -
poisonous - snakes,
are dangerous to- elimbers.

ip’ backuards,; -and:
:bears-and wolf .dogs. . .

sends gigantic boulders : of snow. doun:%
the Ararat slopes.,. . b2,

P 200 BiC. - blated
experienceof pilgrims climbing: Ararat. -

"He  said- ‘he saw .

‘A 17th century - Dutch’ ‘advens
Jans Janszoon. Struys, received.

i"che Ararat region in 16701 ‘He received ‘
: iit from a monk who also gave him &k

mea.n- A

-snow=covered elevations; - -

At times,{7;~“
even conversation ‘between ¢limbers can . -
- cause a chain reaction of:schoes: which |~

Berossus; the~Babylo-'{'i,
said- the remains of
Brother Jehan: - -



 tists

o Lonfkm was afraid- 1o die barfore =

‘written testimony about the wooden
cross, and urged him to take it to St.
'Peter s Church in Rome '

7 Expedltlons In mhe 1800's
71200 s =

The earliést known modern day dis- -

covery of Neah's Ark, betwean 1850 and

1880, was indicated ~in ths. story .teld -

by Haji Yearam, an Armenian who lived
out his final days in America,

Ararat,
‘approached him and his fathar tsbnng
ﬂmuptorseeﬂwlrk

- they attempted to destroy it.

 oath t0 knep tha _secrst,
' news item on-a naﬂspaper =*.at%dﬂ=&
elderly - sclentist on his- dstmmi

a terrible. ccmfessicn. It gave brief: Y

_‘thave:yﬂate amij%mtathatﬂagl Yssram -
bad related in his story —- the dyimg.
~ man .wWas one: ﬂf the original thrﬂﬂgt‘ﬁsant to the Czar, the Russian govern-
j_men:t was -overthrown anaall tha records

- were lost,

A ) scientists.

. Sir James. Bryce,a hL—_‘xlv rafardgl
nd auwthor, .-
. u":{'{"""“ = T
- the hostile - envisooment ~of - Ararat,
‘ fBryce uncovered ~and brouzht back to
- London: afour foot long, five inch: thick
‘He found
the wood at atout 13,000 fest -- where
.-no_tree had ever -zrcwn. It was an evi=
dence -vindicating the presencs of ths

: British ytatesman, Jjurist ar
lmade a- solo ascent in 1876,

‘piece of ‘hand-tooled timber.

Ark,

tic structure

~ ~ Bible..
-seientific -

; - . He and
his parents lived at the foot of xt.
At ane time, three scientists.

~Thase  .scien~

¢ ised: themselves as-devout . -

Christians. a.nd wbmthay found. the Ark, -

"They "

‘threatened to kill their guides if they

" tried to tell- -others -of the discovery, .
-and.-the thres seientists" took a death -

in- 1918, = . .

“itsky, was interrlswed a*tfr Hmﬂn War
--1I = _ﬂﬂ h? daac‘-Lw 2 tha b == 3278

" Russian avistors
-overk - Avarat jﬂet berore the Ruqs:.an

- determine. its autheniic: e

In August 1883, the Turkish gove -
ernment announced its discovery of
Noah's Ark. The storyappeared in lead-
ing American newspapers, It appeared
that some Turkish commissioners ap-
pointed to investigate awvalanches on
Mt. Ararat suddenlyv came upon a gigan-
of vory dark wood pro-
truding from a glacier, They found the
Ark, Though it was a good deal worn
off, it was recognizable and in a good
state of preservation. Theyentered the
structure and estimaisd its length to
be 300 cubits long -- as s2id 12 the
The discovery was Z.ouored by
leaders at that time and
the Turkish zevexrment did not follow
it up with ancuier «

I,
23 UECT,

George Hagepian, an 80 year oltd
Armenian, was taken up the slopes of
¥t, Ararat by his uncle to see Noah's
Ark in 1S$€2 when he was 10 years old,
He eculd remember the shaps of the Ark
to &hs sxtent that allowsd artist El-
fred Lee to ez:e:bcn a likeness of the

'AIKJ -

A Russian pilot, Vladimir Roskoy-

discovery of Heoan's
2xd himself

by & group

i1 ving

= were taken, Yet

' oxuy a few aay's arter the report was

g Eryl Cummings, an Ark scholar, did
extensive research on this story to
He cane

-across a Russian articis (==bliched in
Rosseya Nove 1945) 1 C0l, alexanuer A,
with the

Koor; Koor was an oitizar
Czar s ‘n'hite ilb_.,:_;_- 1 &IEn 2
Ark exnedition.
ths Reskovitsky sto*‘y.
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20th Century Expeditions

During World War II, American and

Russianaviators flewhundreds of flights

overMt., Ararat andseveral times during
these years, reports were made by pi-
lots that they saw the Ark located in
the glacial mass belows Dr, Jacob D.
Liedmann, a neurosurgeon in Israel, re-
nembered seeing some photos of the Ark
on Mt, Ararat taken by a Russian avia-
tor in Werld War II, .The pictures show=-
ed that the Ark was protruding out of
the ice approximately 80 to 90 feet at
an altitude of about 14,000 feet, Dr,
Liedmann could not get a copy of the
pictures because the Russian pilot
stated that the photoswere the proper-
ty of the U.5.S.Re

In 1952, George Jefferson Greene,
an American pipeline and mining engi-
neer, saw a portion of the Ark exposed
in Ararat's northeast face when he was
in a helicopter. He took six photo-
graphs, but he failed to arouse the
interest of his friends in helping to
finance an expedition to Ararat to re-
cover the Ark. Ten years later, he was
transferred to British Guyana and was
murdered there, All his belongings,
with the photographs, were lost.

‘Eryl Cummings triedhard to locate
these pictures and contacted over 30
people who had seen the photos, Dr.
Clifford L. Burdick, a geologistand an
associate of Eryl Cummings, had a des=
criptionof the photos from Fred Drake,

an oll man who had been im . contact with'

“tree could grow,

Greene in 1954, Drake stated that he
saw the six photos and clearly identi-
fied the Ark beyond doubt.

Between 1952 and 1969, French in-
dustrialist and authority on Turkish
archaeology, Fernand Navarra, went up
to Mt, Ararat fourtimess to explore the
Ark, In his expeditions, he and his
son spotted the Ark and brought back
wood from a 35 foot deep crevasse at
an altitude of 13,000 feet where no
The wood was tested
at the National Museum of Natural His-
tory in Paris, the Cairo Museum in E-
gypt, the Department of Anthropology
and Prehistoric Studies at the Univer-
sity of Bordeaux and other well known
archaeological institutes, The age and
the type of the wood showed that most
probably it had-been apiece from Noah's
Ark, It was probable that only part of
the Ark remained at 14,000 feet, seen
sometimes when the snow covering it
melded away, and the rest of the Ark
had been broken downto pieces and car-
ried down by glaciers to 12,000 or 13, .
000 feet where wood samples were recov=

ered .

The Turkish Ban On Ark Expeditions

dn April 1974, thé'_'-l‘urkish govern-
ment officially announced a banon tra-
vel by foreigners to Mt. Ararat. Mt.

Araratwas located between the Turkish-

Russian border and was a highly sensi-
tive military area. The ban was caused
by both international and internal po-
litical reasons, The polities of na-
tions stood in the way of the verifi-
cation of the presence and authentici-
ty of Noah's Ark =- a most important
vessel to humanity.

Conclusion

Research has indicated that since
1856, 200 people in 23 separate sight-
ings had seen Noah's Ark on Mt, Ararat.

‘We have biblieal, historical, archaeo-=

logical and anthropological accounts,
Eye-witness and scientificewidaﬁcas.
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have supported the existence of Noah's
Ark, Local accounts from villagers,
photos, wood discovery and even satel-
lite confirmations have pointed to the
verificationof the existence of Noah's
Ark,

The support for the existence of
Noah's Ark further shows that the Bible
is not a book of myths or fables., It
contains a record of man's past history
with God, With messages and records
from God, the Bible provides guidance,
warning and instructionto man, Follow-
ing the Bible, man can 1lead a 1life

pleasing to Gada.

The societyinNoah's age was very
sinful and God was grieved in His heart,
"And the Lord said, 'I will blot out
man whom I have created from the
face of the land, from man to ani-
mals to creeping things and to birds

of the sky,"" - Genesis 6:7 =
Man in Noah's age ignored the fact that
sin would lead to God's wrathand judge-
ment, The righteous and holy God could
not tolerateesin and evil, Yet God¥ound

Noah, a righteous man who followed Him, -

He provided Noah with a way out from
His Judgement, After the flood, God
promised Ngahthat He would never again
destroy mankind with a flood and He
used the rainbow as a sign of the pro-
mise,

"And I establish my covenant with
yous and all flesh shall never again
be cut off by the water -ef the
floody; neither shall +there again
be a flood to destroy the earth,"

- Genesis 9:11 -

The incident of Noah, the Ark and
the flood illustrated the destructive
power of sin and God's righteousness,
His wrath «and His judgement on sin,
God's wrath was formidable when man
refused to listen to Him,

Generations continued on after
Noah's daysbut the problemof sin still
plagues humanity, Modern society is
not much different fromthe days of No-
ah in termsof its sin and disobedience
to God, Nowadays, people deny God's

D.Balsiger & C,Sellier Jr,,

existence, Corruption, violence and

.deceitfulness areno less thanin Noah's

days, War, strife, greed, murder and
indifference ransack every corner of
the earth, Materlalism and Existen=
tialismhave replaced a God-fearing way
of life, In Noah's days, man's sin
provoked God's wrathand judgement, Ode
present world's sin likewise will pro-
voke God's wrath and judgement, Mémsin
Noah's age ignored God's warning -and
men in our age act in the sam®:wiy --
ignoring the warning of another uni-
versal judgement from God as recorded
in the Bible,

"For the coming of the Son of *Man
will be just like the days of N¥ahi
Foras in those days which were be-
fore the flood they were eating and.
drinking, they were marrying and
giving in marriage, until the day
that Noah enteredthe ark, and they
didnot understand until the “Floed
came and took them all away ,so
shall the comingof the Son of Man
be.," . . - Matthew 24:37=39 -

To setus free from the bondage of
sin and the horrible consequence of the
judgement of sin, God givesus the only
way oute He sent His Son Jesus Christ
to die for us and those who believesin
Him will not be judgéd -, by God, Jésus
Christ's blood can cleanseour sins but
He will come a second time to judge
those whodo not believe in Him == those
who are still sinful in God's sight.,
The judgement will be similiar to that
in Noah's days, It will come suddenly
and unexpectedly, Alsogit will be uni-=
versal for mankind, and no one can es-
ca.pe- :

Perhaps we should all learn from
the account of Noah andbe prepared for
the Jjudgement day -- repenting and
accepting Jeuss Christ as our Lord and
Saviour, Then with our sins forgiven,
we can have fellowship with God again,

Reference
In Search
Of Noah's Ark, Sun Classic Books, 1976,
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