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Blessed is the nation
whose
God is the Lord,

Psalms 33:12
How blessed is everyone
who
fears the Lord,
who walks in His ways,

Psalms 128:1
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"We indeed seem to feel our own
want of political wisdom, since we have
been running all about in search of it,
How has it happened.,.that we have not
hitherto once thought of humbly apply-
ing to the Father of Lights to illumi-
nate an understanding? We have been
assured,s.in the Sacred Writings that
*Except the Lord build the house, they
labour in vain that build it," I firm-
ly believe this,"

Benjamin Franklin

"Government cannot provide values
to persons who have none, or who have
lost those they had, It cannot provide
inner peace,,.ln particular, government
cannot cope with the crisis in values
that is sweeping the Western World, It
cannot respond to the fact that so many
of our young people do not believe what
those before them have believed,"

Daniel P, Moynihan
Former U,S, Ambassador
to the United Nations,

"Peace I leave with you; My peace I
give to you; not as the world gives, do
I give to you, Let not your heart be
troubled, nor let it be fearful."

John 14:27
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Exerpts from the life
of Charles Colson,
former Special Counsel
to President Nixon,

Watergate has raised so many ques-
tions, Can hunanism ever be the
answer for our society? There is
an almost sanctified notion that man
can do anything if he puts his will
to it, This was once my credo,
~Charles W, Colson =

The primaries of the 1976 United
States Presidential Election is almost
finished, The candidates are busy
scheduling another wave of campaign
for Dbeing the next President. Yet,
the scar of the Nixon years and the
Watergate scandals remains on the vot-
ers® mind and even reflect in their
way of -casting ballots, Scores of
books have been written on Watergate,

while the movie "All the Preésident’'s
Man" has created much impact on the
viewers, Among the President®s men is

Charles Colson, the former Special
Counsel to President Nixon,

In  his

book Born Again, Colson
painted a vivid picture of his life,
from his high school days till after

he 1left +the jail sentence, He was
guilty of planting false stories in
the press that would hurt the trial
of . Dr, Daniel . Ellsbergy the one " who
leaked top secret government documents
to the press, Little did he knew that
Judge Gerhard Gesell would give him
such a stiff sentence of three years
imprisomment when he volunteered to a
charge that was not even mentioned in
the Watergate indictment, The years
in prison and other events through his
Watergate trials proved to him that
his credo of driving and pushing can-
not get him anywhere,

Pride, mixed with deep-seated pa-
triotism motivated him to Jjoin the
Marine Corps in the height of the Ko-



rean War when he was only a second
year student at university, The re-
cruiting officer challenged him, "You
are a bit premature, Colson,. First,
we will have to see whéether you- are
good enough for £the Marine Corps,"
The drive +to be "good enough" meti-
vated him to prove +to others +that he
could make it., Finally, they assigned
him to a division led by General Pull-
er, He learnt and followed Puller®s
philosophy of life-- when a man throws
everything into it, he can do the im-
possible, Although he never actually
joined any war, the kind of training
urged him to be even more determined,
All these was ingrained in his mind,

Colson leftthe Marine Corps after
ten years of service, because he found
that his interest in politics has out-
grown the excitement in service., He
enrolled 1in the law school of George
Washington University at night and
worked during the daytime, It was dur-
ing this time that he joined the staff
of Leverett Saltonstall, a senior sen-
ator from Massachusetts, after his
first yearin the university, He became
Saltonstall’s chief assistant two years
later and managed his re-election cam-
paign in 1960, A young and inexperi-
anced strategist with a zealous heart,
Finding that the candidate was on the
verge of losing his battle, Colson be-
ing Saltonstall's campaign manager had
to fight hard, So he turned to all the
illegal tactics which had already been
used as standard +tricks in practical
politics, He forged a letter and sent
to each and every Irish sounding name
in Boston linking the name of John F,
Kennedy, the Democratic presidential
candidate, and Saltonstall who was a
Republican, It worked and Saltonstall
won handily, He strived +to make it,
even though it was illegal,

After this incident, Colson want-
ed to have a new challenge in practi-
cing law, He turned down the offer
from Saltonstall to stay and started
a law partnership with Charles Morin

s ) -

in the Boston-Washington area, Both
came from the lower middle-class fami-
ly, and having +the same longing to
prove that they could make it.,

Yet the acquaintance with Richard
Nixon made him yearn for his political
life again, He met a man of uncommon
intellect and capacity, with visions
for his country which Colsan. shared,
They both understood each other because
they were men who knew hard work all
their lives, both seeking +that most
elusive goal of all -- acceptance and
the respect of those who had spurned
them in earlier years, He took a four—
month leave of absence to help in the
1968 election when Nixon won, There
was little +time left for other things
as personal interest crowded his life,
After the election, he waited for
Nixon's call to serve him in the White
House, Finally it came in the 1late
fall of 1969 and Colson was appointed
as Special Counsel to the President,
His office was next to Nixon's, a lim-
ousine was assigned to him and a beeper
to call him when he was not close to
any phone, It was a twenty hours day,
seven days a week job, Nixon used him
as one who could cut through the red
tape and "break China", "It was just
straight - ahead, pushing and driving,
the simple formula I had followed all
my life," he confessed later, This was
the way +that brought him closer and
closer +to the President and to deci-
sion-making power, A rise to political
stardom within years from a Marine
lieutenant, Now he sat at conference
tables and also sorted through thick
files of record +to arrive at crucial
decisions,

During his three years in the
Nixon administration, Colson found that
machismo and toughness were equated
with trust and loyalty, His job as a
special assistant to do anything to
produce results had displaced the value
of fair play, There was no check on
the methods of achieving results and
sooner or later made something 1like
Watergate inevitable, Under this set
of rules, he participated in +the in-



vestigation of Dr, Daniel Ellsberg,

He resigned after Nixon's reelec=
tion when he found thathe had lost his
enthusiasmin politics, On the election
night, the celebration party was dull,
nobody celebrated heartily when Nixon
was the first manto have won over six-
ty percent of the votes, Nixon locked
himself in the White House adding up
returns with his top aldes, No sense
of triumph was present in the air and
Colson was especilally quiet. Tired
maybe, but Colson felt that something

WHERE WAS
THE OLD
COMPETITIVE
ZEST?

was dead inside., It was different from
the timehe refused Saltonstall's offer
for something better. Now he wanted
to retreat,

On his last mission as Special
Counsel, he went to Moscow to open the
jammed. doors of Jewish emigration from
the Soviet Union., His wife Patty was
filled with excitement, as this was
their first trip of international di-
plomacy, Colson satat her side briefed
by Soviet experts and tried to share
Patty's excitement, yet deep inside
was a familar deadness which he felt
since the election night,

He returned +to his law practice
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in February,. 1973 and when he met with
his clients he could not concentrate,
He asked himself, "Where was the old
competitive zest?" He went through a
quick checklist. Marriage == happy,
Alcohol == no problem, Career =- ful-
filled. Health == good, Nothing was
wrong, Yet his sense of achievement
and his drive to success was gone,
Only he could find the difference when
hemet with Tom Phillips, the president
of Raytheon Company, an electronic man-
ufacturer and the largest company in
New England, There was a new compas=
sion in his eyes and a gentlensss in
his voice, Tom said, "Chuck, I had
gotton to the point wherel didn't think
my life was worth anything., Now every=
thing is changed =- attitudes, values,
the whole Dbit,"

Watergate may have affected him a
bit, yet, it was the deadness in his
heart that troubled him most, As he
thought later, "Tom represented every-
thing the Watergate and Washington
were not: decency, openness, truthe I
thought of Tom's words during this
stormy time; even more oftenlI recalled
the expression on his face, something
radiant, peaceful, and very real,"

He took a holiday with his wife
to the East - coast, There he arranged
a meeting with Tom Phillips without
telling anybody.

Tom spoke right on Watérgate, "The
problem with all of you, including you,
Chuck == you simply had to go for an-
other guy's Jugular, You had to try
to destory your enemies, and on gov-
ernment as well, If you had put’your -
faith in God, and if your cause was
just, He would have guided you," Col-
son was impressed by the way Phillips
ran . his company in the competitive
world of business trying to follow
God's ways. As he looked at facts and
figures, the Raytheon Company had soare
ed in both sales and profits after
Tom®s conversion,

Tom read him a chapter in the
book Mere Christianity by C. S, Lewis
on pride to him which said,




"For pride is spiritual cancer; it
eats wup the very possibility of
love, or contentment, or even-com=
mon sense,"”

Yet it was the deep sense of pride in
Richard Nixon's office +that he most
admired, In his mind he thought - that
if €y Se Lewis was right, then pride
must be the obstacle +to the peace and
gentleness that he sawin Tom Phillips,

Then Colson left and took with
him the pocketbook Mere Christianity,
He did not want +to believe in Christ
until "he had a fuller understanding
and analysis of what it meant, How-
ever the visit touched him and Phil-
lips*® words pierced his heart, Filled
with +tears he drove out of Phillips®
driveway., He was crying, He forgot
about pretence, He needed somebody's
help, so he started +to pray, "God, I
don't know how to find You, but I'm

PRIDE 1S
'SPIRITUAL
CANCER,

IT EATS UP_.

going to try!"

He and his wife continued their
trip to the coast of Maine and stayed
there for a vacation, He opened his
note pad and 1listed out arguments to
the questions of "Is there a God?" and
"Should I believe in Christ who came
to die for me?" With his law training,
he found - that C, S Lewis was a dis-
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ciplined intellectual, so ' iucid, so
relentlessly logical, After reading
the Dbook, he found that believing in
Christ was like a gate before him,
There was no way to walk around it, He
would step through, or remain outside,

One week later, an early Friday
morning, he stared -at the sea saying,
"Lord Jesus, I believe You, I accept
You, Please come into my life, I com-
mit itto You." With the few words came
something more to him: strength and
serenity, a wonderful new assurance
about life, a fresh perception of him-
self and the world around him,

He wrote to Tom Phillips and told
him of the step that he had taken,

Colson, a man full of pride had
finally bowed down to realize that
driving and pushing was not the way to
full fulfillment of life. A1l through
his life, he knew that whena man threw
himself into it, he could do the im=
possible, This philosophy of life had
slowly left him, When he was disap=
pointed, he could not force himself to
be happy and push himself through, His -
achievements in Nixon's administration
were written into history and his de-
cisions had cut deep into the lives of
the American, The record was admirable
to many who could not be in his posite
lon and for those who were deeply in-
volved in their daily life, preparing
themselves for a brighter day to come,

As a continuation of his quote in
the front, he said,

"Having seen through Watergate how
vulnerable man can be, I no long-
er believe I am master of my des-
tiny, I need God,"

ANNOUNCEMENT

Free Assistance for New
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It was late at night., I put aside
my books trying to rest my mind a lit-
tle, The final examination was coming
in a week®s time and writing examina=-
tions in a medical school always meant
a lot of hard work, As I was resting
from my
tients whom I saw recently...

I stepped into the sick room and
greeted my patient, He was in no dis-
tress but only had slight shortness of
breath, Being a railway worker for
twenty years, he had a strong build,
He was quiet, gentle yet had a.  very
dull facial expression -- covered with
a mist of sadness., He was diagnosed
as having the most malignant of lung
cancers aftera few months of shortness

_7...

studies, I thought of two pa= -

out blood in more
than one occasions, Despite of all
sorts: of therapies, he knew that the
cancer would kill him within a year or
two, It could be +that he felt sad
because of his impending death, I felt
for his sadness,..

of breath, coughing

Few weeks later,I saw another pa=
tient,; a governmment executive,

"Hi! How are you feeling today?"

"I'm as healthy as a horse, only
having some problem with indigestion,
It startedeight months ago., After each
meal, I had this strange senseof full-
ness in my stomach and I burped a lot,
Few months later, I started to cut down
my eating, but it did not help., My



doctor did a few tests for me but with
no useful results, Tomorrow the sur-
geon will do a laparotomy just to
complete the investigation procedure,
He assures me that it is nothing seri-
ousS, 11]

He looked healthy and gave no im-
pression thathe was sufferingfrom ill-
nessof any sort, I did a bedside phys-
ical examination for him which revealed
nothing abnormal,

The result of his laparotomy came
as a big shock to the staff in the
hospital, The surgeon found that his
bowel was full of cancer metastasized
from his pancreas, It was too late to
give any treatment and his life would
end within half a year. Nobody knew
the reason for failingto diagnosis his
cancer, WhenI heard the result, I could
not believe it =- how could a man with
a wifeand two young children be impart-

ed with a death sentence so abrupt and
unexpected, My mind wandered asI walk-
ed along aimlessly in the hospital.
The news prompted me againof the real-
ity of life, Life was transient and
could terminate at any unexpected mo-
ment though we might not think much
about it. Death was the sure promise
of life,,,

Among the many terminal patients
I saw, these +two cases were deeply
imprinted in my mind, I thought of a
few verses from the Bible:

"As for the days of our 1life, they
contain seventy years,
Or if due to strength, eighty years,

Yet their pride is but labor and
SOTTOW;

For soon it is gone and we fly
away, "

No matterhow good or bad one would
feel about 1life, life would end like
the bursting of a bubble, With a short
life span and many hardships, it was
difficult for many people to appreciate
the real meaning of life, If we be-
lieved that the origin of life was by
chance and that death would +terminate
this biochemical flowof consciousness,
it would become more difficult to ex-
tract any more meaning in life +than a
transient, impersonal, biological ex-
istence where death would be the end
of it all, Existentialism arose and
infiltrated all aspects of modern cul-
ture stating that human experience was
indescribable in any rational terms be-
cause we lived in a purposeless and
meaningless world, This theme of mean-
ingless 1life was indeed reflected in
many of our modern literature, philos-
ophy, music, theology and even in tele-
vision and movies,

What if life was more than just
mere living and human being more than
a biochemical machine? I never thought
much about the issue of life tillI en-
tered university, At that time, study-
ing wasa routine and obtaining a degree
was my goal, Life to me was all that
I could see physically,

I met Christianity when I was in
first year university, A simple mes-
sage came to me:

We all have sinned and Christ had
died for us to take away our sins,
If we Dbelieve in Christ, our sins



would be forgiven and would receive
‘everlasting life,

Neither did I re ject the message
nor have I taken it seriously, Yet at
the same time, I began to question
about life, We were like a cut flower,
all destined to wither and die, As I
saw civilizations rise and fade away,
I asked myself whether there was any
purpose for the shedding of blood, sweat
and tears? We would not question the
purpose of life because many thought
that it could not be answered, I found
myself quite dissatisfied with living
in a pointless world.,

During the summer holidays after
my first year of university I began to
form the habit of reading the Bible,
The Bible pointed out that the most
important issue of life was not the
technological, the intellectual, the
social or the political but what comes
out of the human heart, I also realized
that within my heart lay evil inten-
tions, As the BEnglish  philosopher
CeE.M, Joad pointed out,

"Evil is not merely a by=product of
unfavourable circumstancess it is
too widespread and deep-seated to
admit of any such explanation; so
widespread, so deep-seated, that
onecan only conclude that what the
religions have always taught is
trug, that evil is endemic in the
heart of man,"

This echoed with what the Bible said,

"For out of the heart come evil
thoughts, murders, adulteries, for=
nications, thefts, false witness,
slanders, These are the things
which defile the man,"

I was convinced of mysinful nature
and the need to receive Christ and I
did so, I began to realize the love of
God and that only through responding
to God's love couldI have the capacity
to love others, Only by going back to
God through accepting Christ could I

see the real meaning of life == to love
and be responsible to both God and man,
The hardship in life and my own weak-
ness made me more dependent on God and
He showed His care for me, Because of
our sins we were separated from God,
Yet through Christ we came back to Him
withour sins forgiven, Moreover, phys-
ical death was not the end for we had
the hope of everlasting 1life after
death., Realizing this, life was no
longer meaningless, or as transientasg
a biochemical flow of consciousness,
To live was to love God and man, while
dying was not the end of my relation-
ship with God,

ThoughI still hadto face the dif-
ficulties and frustrations in life, I
could rely on the provision and re-
source from God who showed His love to
me through all favorable and unfavora-
ble circumstances in life,

After +two years in university I
went into medicine, In the hospital I
saw more suffering and dying, I was
even more convinced that Christ was the
answer to the question of 1life, He
provided a new and positive outlook to
human existence and predicament. a
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Majectic skyscrapers thrust bold-
ly into the airy expensive limousines
and sports cars hurtle down their ave-
nues, and well-dressed people rush
amidst the shopping arcades, Such
signs of affluence symbolize practi-
cally every big city in North America,

Beneath what it seems +to be an
affluent and prosperous society, one
can sense at the individual level con-
siderable cynicism, apathy, anda rest-
less quest for serenity in the hustle
and bustle of the city life., Everyday
we read and hear of violence, immoral=-
ity, crime and lawlessness, After the
shocking case of the Watergate, we are
now faced with the Washington's
scandal, Congressman Wayne Hay's pri-
vate 1life with his committee clerk
shocks the public, Amidst all these,
the people of America celebrate their
Bicentennial, Some may ask, "What be-
came of the bright new world that the
founders of America set out to estab-
lish two hundred years ago?"

If one talks about the founding of
America, one has to go back +to 1497,
when John Cabot, an English sailor
claimed the North American coast for
England, Then in 1620, a group of 56

' Puritans

Sex=

came to this isolated place
seeking for religious freedom, Knowing
the hardships that they would be fac-
ing, they came to this land, Life was
not easy and during the first winter,
half of them died from scurvy and expo-
sure, Still +trying their very best,
they managed to raise a little corn in
1621 and they invited the Indian
neighbours to join them in thanksgiving
to God., Amidst all these, they clung
on to each other and did not waver in

-their trust from God.,

These 56 Puritans brought with
them their wayof life and their belief
in God, They first built an assembly
house for church matters which also
served as the court, Needless to say,
prayers were always offered at the
opening of court and before the making
of major decisions, The life of these
early settlers showed undoubtedly that
they were a group of God-fearing peo-
ple, who based their 1life style and
government on God, Such was the 17th
century lifein America, the acorn from
which the oak of Américan democracy

grew,

The English colonial rule Ilasted
till the 18th century when the Ameti-
cans were influenced by the revolution-
ary spirit from Europe, They drank in
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Voltaire's and Rousseau's. philesophy
that all men should be equal,
sisted the heavy taxation 3imposed on
them by the English Parliament., Thus
sparked the war for independence, At
that timeone could read from the news=
paper and hear men say that if God was
with them, they needed not fear what
man could do, Under such conviction,
the war went on till 1776 when the
British was defeated and the Declara-
tion of Inuependence signed., Even so,
the New England setllers felt that a
stronger constitution was needed to
hold these thirteen colonies together,
A convention was called which only re-
sulted in hot arguments and Dbitter
disputes, This lasted for four months
and only ended in chaos., At the height
of all these, Benjamin Franklin, who
was then eighty-three years old, arose
and said,

" 'Except the Lord build the house,
they labour in vain that build it
v esWithout His concurring aid...
we shall be divided in our little
partial local interests...l there-
fore beg leaveto move: that hence-
forth, prayers imploring the as-
sistance of Heaven, and its bless-

~ings on our deliberations, be held
in this Assembly every morning be-
fore we proceed to business."”

They re=

Within three weeks, the deadlock
was Dbroken and the Constitution was
adopted, We see that it was only when
man turned back to God and based their
decisions on Him, could they come to
any conclusion, Thus the united colo-
nies of America became the United
States of America.

Throughout these 200 years, we
see America multiply and grow into a
prosperous nation, We see how God
works through man in the American his-
tory, Even Benjamin Franklin said of
old age, "The longer I live, the more
convincing proofs I see of this truth
that God governs in the affairs of
man.” But will America and each of
its citizen allow God to govern their
affairs? What is the present situation
in America now?

All through these years, numerous
immigrants have arrived to this "land
of opportunity"., Even Charles Dickens
was amazed at the great availability
of Jjobs and high wages in America as
compared +to the situation in England
where numerous still l1ived in dark
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cellar€,~ Today, millions still look
with longing eyes at America, but due
to the strict quota, only a few could
make ite What about those who live in
the United States? In 1973, it was
noted that over 25,000 emigrated to
Canada and another 5,000 to Australia,
Maybe they were disillusioned by the
present situation in America, or had
even lost hope in it, Three years
later, we still read and hear of the
unrest of the people, America  faces
a twenty-first century night-mare of
over-population, unemployment, energy
crisis, and economic problems, Jimmy
Carter in his campaign for presidency
was heard to propose solutions to pro-
blems of America in areas of jobs,
inflation, taxes and energy, On the
other hand, President Ford proposed in
Knoxville +tax cuts and reduction in
government spending, He aimed at "get-
ting the govermment off your back and
out of your pocket," Are these simply
campaign tactics in getting more votes?
If we take their words for it, how long
do the Americans have to wait be-
fore they can see the results? How
long will these last? How long before
the American Dream bubble bursts?

With mixed feelings, the Ameri-
cans celebratetheir nation’s bicenten=
nial, Needless +to say, America has
come a long way since the time of the
Puritan settlers, In this century we
see America asa prosperous nation, pos=
sessing all the traits of an affluent
society, be it good or bad,

From the ups and downs of the his-

tory of America, we could see that it
was only when the people turned back to
Gody that they could make a move for-
ward,

What does the history of America
have to say to us? We who come to
study in North America, cannot isolate

ourselves from the society which has
contributed so much to our education
and maturity “in +thinking, Some may

say, "Who cares about what they are

facing now? And who cares what the
history of North America has to say to
us? We are just students studying a-
broad," We may only stay here for a
few years and then after graduation,
we may go home, These few years are
simply stepping stones to the challenge
ahead of us, Filled with aspirations,
mixed feelings and high hopes for a
better future, we enter and leave uni-
versity, We can still graduate, find a
job and settle down without tuning our
ears to what the history of America has
to tell us, but we would have missed a
lot,

The greatest president of America,
Abraham Lincoln humbly acknowledged
that without God, "I must fail", At the
height of the Civil War, he called the
people of America to a day of fasting,
humiliation and prayer. He proclaimed,
"It is the duty of nations as well as
of men, to own their dependence upon
the overruling power of God, to confess
their sins,,.to recognize the sublime
truth announced in the Holy Scriptures
and proven by all history, that those
nations only are blessed whose God is
the Lord," Loncoln pointed out that
the United Statesas a nation had for-
gotten God,

Today, as we lookat the situation
around us, as we take a hard look at
this affluent society, we notice a lot
of flaws, Many times the so=called
"big nations" seem to be on the verge
of collapse, One may throw up their
hands and cry, "What can we do?" But
great was the crisis when the people
of America struggled for survival,
cried for liberty, for independence
and for a stronger constitution, As
Abraham Lincoln and a lot of the
shapers of America realized, America
must turn back to God, It is in Cod
that we can find liberty, unity and
peace 1in our heartss Yes, we as an
individual in this present age need
to follow the example of +he early
settlers of America to turn to God, []
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What makes a young man leave his
homeland to study abroad? The reason
may vary for different people., As for
me, I camesoo

With the intention of obtaining a
university degree and broadening my
scope of knowledge, I came over to Can=-
ada to study Grade 12 in Edmonton,
Alberta, Being the second last in a

family of ten brothers and sisters, I
was much protected by my parents, and
I gradually became an introvert. After
I came here, I found myself incapable
of coping with the Ilonely and self-
reliant life, I began searching for
friends, hoping that they could fill
ny emptiness, All I got in return was
disappointment, So I strove to find
my own wWay, set my own pace and just
be me,

At this timeI met some university
students who called themselves "Chris-
tians", and they invited me +to their
fellowship meetings. Having been in-
vited a few times, I felt obliged to
go, However, I thought that any reli-
gion was as good as another, It was
something people turned to in times of
trouble, I also believed that man has
great potential, and when given enough
time and knowledge, he could solve any
problem,

BeforeI came to Canada, I studied
in a Catholic high school, Yet I sel-
dom met any Christian who really be-
haved according to what they claimed
to believe, They went to church ser-
vice just like going to a social gath-
ering, As for their daily 1life, they
were no different from other people,
They gossipped, cheated, gambled, and
even hated each other., These were the
reasons that kept me away from Chris-
tianity. Nevertheless, the group that
I saw here impressed me because they
showed real love and concern towards
others, So I started going to their
fellowship meetings regularlyand began
to learn of their belief, They believed
that all man have sinned and Jesus
Christ, the Son of God, came to die
for man's sin, It is only through His
death that man can be reconciled with
God, Through this they can have new
life and a restored relationship with
Him, I did not think that I was sin-
ful, I was a good kid who had never
killed, taken drugs, or even drunk.
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Meanwhile, as my school work was
not too heavy, I worked part-time in a
restaurant, I was discouraged to see
peopleact grudgingly against each oth-
er just for money, It seemed as if
money was the only thing +that could
satisfy them and keep them working, It
was true that with moneywe could enjoy
a comfortable materiallife, Yet, could
we still escape from death? Are there
anything better and more lasting? This
thought aroused me to ask myself: Why
am I here? What is the real meaning
of 1ife? I never doubted God's exist-
ence, L thought that the universe we
live in is very mysterious, How could
everything in the solar system behave
in such a harmonious way? I was con-
vinced that there must be a creator,
Could it be the one who was mentioned
in the Bible? Later on I foundout that
it was Christianity which claimed that
Christ was crucified forour sins, res=
urrected three days after his death,
and appeared to many of his disciples,
Christ left an empty tomb! If it was
not a fact, the government officals
would have refuted their claim, Their
action convinced me that the body of
Jesus was not removed by man but was
raised by God, It aroused my interest
in attending Bible studies andI start-
ed to go to church services,

At the end of summer, some of them
came to visit me and explained once
again the salvation of Christto me, At
last I repented and accepted Jesus to
be my personal Saviour and Lord,

After thisI moved to Winnipeg for
university education, ThenewChristian
fellowship was different fromthe youth
fellowship that I used to attend, They
were more mature and quiet and I could
not adjust myself to it. However God
convicted me of my inconsistency and I
felt ill at ease, In the next two
years, God guided meto know Him through
Bible studies, prayer and most of all,

)

other's prayer and concern, As God
drew me closer to Him I yielded more
of myself, Not only this, He led me in
my studies and provided me with summer
jobs, Everything seemed to work out
fine for a while until God convicted
me that there were areas whichHe want-
ed to take hold of, I stubbornly re-
fused, The struggle between what God
wanted me to do and my own desires
left me no peace,

Last summer, God showed me how
little faith, obedienceand understand-
ing in His word thatI had in him, Be-
fore I left Canada for a vacation in
Hong Kong, I thought I had learnt a lot
about Christ, I wanted to share with
my family and friends how Jesus had
changed my life and gave me peace and
joy. When my parents rejected my be-
lief, I felt discouraged and helpless,
In the meantime, I was caught upby the
distractions . around me, I often went
out with friends to night clubs, thea-
tres and parties, I was not able to
concentrate on praying and studying
the Bible, Gradually I sensed +that I
did not have the peace and joy which I
experienced before,

After I came backto Canada,I grad-
ually realized that my sinful nature
hindered me from getting closerto God,
Before, I thought I was a good person,
However +the righteous God considers
things like jealousy, pride and greed
as sin, So I asked God's pardon and
again I experienced +the joy of being
set free from the bondage of sin,

As I look back to the past four
years, God loves me in spite of what I
am, 1 have nothing to say but praise
Him, He is the One that has made my
life meaningful and full of hope. He
is patient and kindy, and I love Him,
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