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Therefore if any man be in Christ,
he is a new creature:
old things are passed awayj
behold,
all things are become new,

= IT Corinthians 5:17 =
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As 1ife becomes more and more so-
phisticatedin this ageof technological
and scientific advancementy .attémpts
have been made to simplify things as
much as possible, One such attempt is
the gradual replacemant of the British
system of measurement by the metric
system., There is no longer the need to
remembera mile is 1760 yards, one yard
three feet and one foot twelve inches,
The metric system defines one kilometre
- to be one thousand metres, one metre
one hundred centimetres and one centi-
metre ten millimetres., Other measure-
ments such as weight, temperature and
volume are defined in similar fashion,
Memory work is reduced to a minimum, A,
150-pound man thus weighs 70 kilograms,
water freezes at zero degree Celsius
and the speed 1imitof 30 miles Pper “hour
is 50 Kilometres per hour,

However, thereis one umit that is
common to both systems, and thatis the
measurement of time. Though a second,
a minute, oran hour can be decimalized
to the general principle of the metric
‘system, a day isa fixed period of time,
It is the time that takes the earth to
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complete a revolution about its axis,
Similarlya week and a month can be re-
defined, but the yearis predetermined,
It is the period of time for the earth
to completea revolution around the sup,
It is about 365 days 5 hours and 49
minutes, Somehow, time is a peculiar
element!

Man may have achieved a million
things, However, there is nothing be
cando about the- passirig of time, While
you sleep, work, think, walk, do some-
thing or do not do anything, time is
slipping by, Perhaps a dull movie, a
boring lecture or an embarrassing mo-
ment may seem to last forever, Yet,
timeis so faithfullyand silently tick-
ing away,

It was not so long ago that we

listened with admiration to our elder

brothers and sisters describe how they
studied in the wmiversity and graduated
from it, Now we could tell our younger
brothers and sisters about it, It was
not so long ago when we longed +to be

-adults and do the things that adults do,



Now we are looked upon by the younger
generation as adults and are being
watched in what we do, It was not so
long ago that we were shunted from se-
rious discussions.
ed to have a part in them, It was not
so long ago when we thought we had a
million years to live, Suddenly we find
that we too grow old.

Gone are the days when we wished
the years would flyby so that we become
grown-ups the next day. Now as we come
to a new year, we cannot help but re-
flect upon the year thathas just pass-
ed, The joy of success, the agony of
defeat, the tense moments, the relaxed
hours, the pleasant and the unpleasant
are retained in our memory. In the new
year, we tend to hope that the unplea-
sant would vanish awayand the pleasant
would continue with the new one. Some-
‘how we believe and hope things would
be better in the new yeal.

Things in our control may improve
if we try harder, Most things unfor-
tunately are not. Friends may leave us
though we want to please them, Profes-
sional schools may keep us out despite
of our good grades, A country may re=

Now we are expect~

fuse to let us stay no matter what con-
tribution we make, The year 1976 may
be just another 365 saddening, heart-
breaking days. “

Yet we all have bright hope for
our future, It is not silver nor gold.
It is not fame nor fortune, It is the
eternal life. It istheKingdom of God.
It is the reconciliation with God by
which we become the children of the
almighty God, And because of it, we
have a new perspective of life that
will allow us to face adversity.

Jesus Christ has g&iven us this
hope. He has come and died on the cross
that we can be reconciled to God. It
is not our wishful thinking but is His
plan of salvation., If we acknowledge
our sins and accept Himas our Saviour,
we become the children of God.,

You may accomplish what you plan
forin 1976, You may not succeedin any-

thing, Yet 1976 would be the most im-
portant time in your 1life if you find
Jesus as your Saviour, [:]
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- "Amazing Grace", a song well known
to the people of our time, was written
by John Newton about 200 years ago,
Perhaps we are familiar with the melody,
but havewe ever thought about the mean-
ing of the words in this song?

Amazing grace!l How sweet the sound!
That saved a wretch like me;

I once was lost, but now am found;
Was blind, but: now I see,

'Twas grace that taught my heart to
fear, .

And grace my fears relieved;

How preclious did that grace appear

The hour I first believed!

Through many dangers, toils, and
snares,

I have already comej

"Tis grace had brought me safe thus

And grace will lead me home,

‘0old, his mother died,

John Newton was born July 24,.1725,
His mother, a devout Christian, taught
and took care of him during his early
childhood, but this did not last long,
When John was just under seven years
His father, a
commander of a ship, soon married again
but the loss of his mother®s instruc-
tions could not be compensated for,
At the age of eleven, his father took
him to sea and for the next five years,
he made several voyages,

As a child his mother +taught him
how to pray and read the Bible, but this
seeming goodness had no solid founda=
tion, Instead it passed away like the
early morningdew, and he picked up from
the crewof the voyages he made, how to
curse and blaspheme, During these five
years, he treated religion like a toy,
taking it up and putting it down when=-
ever he felt like it. Once, he was so
sick of his misconduct and way of life
that he tried to renounce society, In

-l -
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order to avoid temptations, he fasted
and prayed, but this way of life left
him in a gloomy and unsociable state.

After some +time at home, John
started togo back to seaand then join-
ed the slave trade, whose business was
to purchase slaves and sell themto the
shipsat an advanced price, Forthe next
couple of years, heand his master set-
tled in West Africa, It was during this
time that he began to think about his
future, and there was a great desire

within hin to retrieve the time he had

lost and to exert diligence in what was
before him, The only hindrance he had
was his master's wife, whowas strangely
prejudiced against him from the begin-
ning. Once when Johnwas taken ill, his
master left him in his wife's care and
left fora trip. She grew weary of look-
ing after John and entirely neglected
him, He lay there on a mat spread upon
a board, burning with fever, witha log
of wood as his pillow,
recovered and gained backhis appetite,
but she only gavehim what was left after
her meals, John's hunger was so great
that many times he was compelled at
great riskto pull up roots in the plan-
tation to eat. Next to pressing want,
his mind was filled +to the brim with
scorn- and contempt.

His master's relationshipwith him

soon broke dueto false charges against

him of dishonesty. From then on, when-
ever his master left the ship, he locked
John upon deck withonlya pintof rice,
Thus he often had to stay on deck for
20=40 hours in incessant rainand strong
gales of wind without the least shelter,
The only comfort he had at these times

was reading Barrow's Buclid on mathema-

tics, Thus he drowned himself in fin-
ishing the first 6 books of Euclid and
tried to escape fromhis present sorrows
and unpleasant feelings,

For the remaining years, he had
numerable instances of being very close
to death's door, One time he was very
drunk and if it was not for his friend
that caught hold of him, he would have
jumped overboard and killed himself,

Very slowly he,

Another time, they were hit witha vio-
lent sea, and getting up fromhis sleep
he started to go on deck, He was met
by 'his captain who asked him to bring
his knife with him,. He retrieved into
his cabin, and the person who went up
inhis place was instantly washed over-
board by the mighty waves that slashed
the deck, They continued to fight the
storm, pumping and bailing water out of
the shipand using most of their clothes
and beddings to stop the leaks, It was
a long night and John towards the early
morning said without any meaning, "If
this will not do, the Lord have mercy
on us!"” :

This was John's first desire for
mercy, but at the back of his mind he
asked himself another question, "What
mercy can there be for me?" He dreaded
death andas he thought of his past 1li-
centious life and howhe had cursed and
sinned, his mind was filled with despair,
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He thought that if Christianity was
true, he would not be forgiven,

Inthis state of mind, John battled
on with the rest of the crew. He began
to prayand think about that Jesus whom
he had so often ridiculed with the rest
of his shipmates, What struck him most
was Jesus® death, that He died not for
His own sins but for mankind’s, and in
so doing, those who believed on Him
would be cleansed. How he wished that
this was a real fact because he wanted
to be cleansed from his past sins,

His biggest question now was how




to gain full a.ssuranee that wha.t the captain's ‘words, ‘So he spent.a lot of
Bible said was true, This he felt was his time reading and medita;ting on the
the prerequisite before he could place Bible and also prayingto God for mercy'
his trust and hopein God., Sohe started a.nd instructions. E
to examine the Bible which he had with “Finally they hit la.nd, a.nd uithin-
him and asa result he came across Litke two hours after they  landed, the wind:
.11413 which says, "If you -‘then, being blew - with. ‘great viclence ‘again, Jo}m :
-evil, kmow how to give good gifts to your knew that - had they ‘been: on seay thelr
children, how much more shall your heav- wrecked and Teeble ship could. o have:
enly Father give the H8Ly Spirit to those survivedy and none of then would either
who ask.Him?"  He reasonsd: that &f “thie -H:uas at. this time thathe %
Bible is true, thenths promises of this there Is  a God who heaps’
passage. must also be +true, Bo Jehn prayer, andhe thanked Hin' for
" prayed and asked God to grant him this ing him out ef all ‘l:hose danger
Spi#lt in order that he might be able ROV E RSl BU ]
to understand the Bible, He . dduitted : Yhile J: ohn “WBS rem:} ohe E
‘that he could not say that he believed he was very much s‘h:ru" k by
. the goepel, but he was determined to in ‘.
take it for granted and to study the
Bible in :this light.

They battled on in this wrecked
ship for another four weeks, hoping to
hit land, In the midst of this hard with epen ams. Sueh }.mte ami g&a
labour of keeping the Ship afloat and = he fowd in God to sinners
scarce food, one man died. Thus they 1y repentsd of .his: pas
were all the more gripped with fear — = a sense Gf umieserveé. -..‘JS;
fear of being starved to desth or having sed t .‘h‘e"n

: This was the tuming polm dni hEE
-1ife and - aftera. few nore ysa.rs af sea—
~;‘f"“ing . 1§.£e, he’ ave. '

‘This song ha;s begn smg b;y 1
‘people over - these 20073 .

-are those ' who were attra :
melody, or those Who. truly Men
themselves. ~with the WA :
] .~~«§wmt the. reasons are,

to feed ‘upon one another in order to
= -stay --alive, ‘What .iif they -mana ~to ;
- stay alive" He‘w 1@!&5 ﬂ'lll the nrecked’ '
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Two mildly drunkmen were stagger-
ing along Main Street, Oneof them ask-
ed his friend, "Heh, whatis the differ-
ence between an a.lcohollc and a casual
drinker?"

"Well, that's/easy," the other re=-
plied, "a ca.sual /drinker can quit at
any timej an alcoholic can't,"

I stoodthere watching 'them sta.gger
through the busy traffic to the beer
parlour on tihe~other side of the road,
Were they rega.rding themselves as casual
drinkers?

Last summerI spent some time work=
ing in the Chemical Withdrawal Unit, a
place where problem drinkers went to be
withdrawn from alcohol, Some of them
were given medical treatment while
others were being observed because of
their agitated states. Most patients
had been theremore than once. Probably

HELP?

George would be one of thosewho visited.
there most often, ’

"Not again," a nurse interjected
as the orderly wheeleda drowsy=-looking
middle-aged man into the ward,

"I'11 go and get youthe old charts
now, They're too heavy to carry." The
orderly smiled as he disappeared behind
the door. I went up to the bed but the
manwas not evenaware that I was around,

"What is your name?" There was no
answer, "What is your name, sir?" I
raised my voice,

"T don't know."

By the smell of his breathI imme-
diately knew that he had been drlnklng
heavily, ’

"When was your last binge?"

"This morning,"

"Did you have a blackout?"

"T don't know,"

"Tell me what happened,"

"Leave me alone!" He turned his
head to the wall, :



I took a look at the emergencyad-

mission note: "Found lyingon the floor-

of his apartment by a neighbour this
morning, Drowsy and very uncoopera-
tive,"

The nurse handed me 3 thick book-
lets of his past medical record, He
had been admitted fourteen times before
due to drinking, As I flipped through
the records, I learnt that he was a
draftsman, but becauseof his drinking,
he had been fired numerous times, His
wife had left him, He had been to sev-
eral rehabilitation groups but had never
stayed long in any one of them,

At last I managed todo a physical
examination for himand did some tests,
I phoned his friend and learnt that he
had been drinkingfor almosta week with
some friends, I gave him some medica-
tion and he soon settled down.

The next morming, asI went to ses-

him, I found him much calmer than before.
After inquiring about his drinking, I
asked him, "George, do you think we can
help you with your drinking habits?"

"Well, I°ve gone through all the
agencies,” I can go back to them, you
know, Besides, as a rule I only drink
when I Rave company,"

"Are you sure you can stay dry?"

"I am sure I can  this time doc,
I have enough of that already." He
looked earnestly into my eyes,

"I wish he really means what he
says," I said to myself as I left his
ro0m,

The next couple of days, George's
condition improved tremendously, He
was playing chess in the lounge and
amused himself by beating everyone he
played with, Everyone was happy for him,

"Do you have time to play chess
with me?" He asked whenI visited him,

"Maybe George is really going to
lead a new life," I thought.

George was dischargeda week later,

Five weeks went by and one evening
I was called by the nurse to the emer-
gency department, When I saw the pa-
tient I gasped with surprise, -

"Hey, George, what happened to you?
You're drunk!"”

He gaveme an empty look and dozed
off again, From his appearance I knew
that he was boozing heavily again, He
was found drunk on the street by the
police,

The next morning when I went back
to see him, he was still quite drowsy,
I looked at him, His face seemed to be
full of sorrow, Was he really trying
hard to stay off the bottle? I did not
know, 2 , :

When George was more alert later
in the day, I went to talk with him, .

“George, do you remember me?".

"Yeh, you were drinking with me
last night at the pub,"

"Do you know where youare and what
date it is?"

“I amin the hotel in Red Lake and
sseeWhat is your second question?” He
stared at me with wide-opened eyes,

He was confabulating and was . los="
ing his short-term memory,

As I walked home .that evening,
my mind- was still on George, He was
struggling to become a new person, He
seemed to be quite determined, Somehow
he failed,

I remembered a pastor in Hong Kong
who introduced Jesus Christ to the drug
addicts and as a result they were not
only cured of their crippling habits,
but were also able to lead a meaning-
ful life with renewed strength from
God, They even went back to tell the
others about Christ’s lovefor them and
what Christ has done in their lives,
In Christ they have found a direction
and purpose in whichto live for, Jesus
could give a man new life, It is He
who could change George,

The next morning, when I went to
see George again, I found his bed emp~
tieds I was not able to locate him in
the lounge either,

"He signed out this morning," A
nurse sighed. ” .

"When will he change!" Another
nurse said with despair, '

"Until he finds a new 1life!" I
found myself saying, g

-8 -



@

In a corner of the city of Mont-
real, Duddy, the youngest son of a taxi-
driver, is in his late teen,

Some forty years ago, Duddy's
grandfather immigrated from Poland to
Canada, He landed at Halifax and was
preparing to go to Toronto, but the
railway ticket only took him as far as
Montreal, So he settled down, 1like
most Jews, around the area of St, Dom-
iniqueu

Duddy's mother died when he was
young, Max, Duddy®s father, is not a
good father, He fails to teach his two
sons how to behave properly (Besides
being a taxi-driver, Max is also a
"pimp"), To Max, money is the most im-
portant thing, He fills Duddy's mind
with stories of the Boy Wonder, Jerry
Dingleman,
made his money by smuggling drugs and

T
SOYHOOD

Jerry is a wealthy Jew wha:
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various other kinds of 1llegal business.,
However, Max admires his "success" and
is impressed by the fact that he only
started out asa street boy in St., Dom-
inique, In Duddy's naive mind, he de-
cides to become another "Boy Wonder",

Ever since his boyhood days, Duddy
has been the greatest troublemaker. He
throws a snowball at his teacher who
tries to stop him from smoking; he leads
his "gang" +to roam around the city,
causing a nuisance everywhere, Duddy
never studies either, he barely makes
his high=school graduation with fail-
ures in history and algebra, Natural-
ly, Duddy becomes the black sheep in
the family,

Nobody, except Duddy's grandfa-
ther, loves him, so Duddy tries to
pPleasehis grandfather as besthe could,
His grandfather once says to him, "A
man without land is nobody, Remember
that, Duddel," Duddy never forgets it,

Since then, he had been trying in
every possible way to make money to buy
land. When Duddy works as a waiter in
a hotel, he bribes the cook for faster
orders in order +to get extra tip, He
also operates a roulette game which is
1llegal, As he gets more money he be-



comes more unscrupulous and aims even
higher, He takes part in smuggling
drugs, He cheats his customersin his
movie=making business, By forging a
cheque, Duddy undermines the genuine
friendship of Virgil, an epileptic, who
takes him as a real "buddy". Duddy's
obsession with money also tirms off
Yvette, who loves him very much, Fi-
nally, Duddy gets the land thathe longs
for, Max, who has rejected Duddy all
along, now praises him for what he has
accomplished, Ironically, his grand-
father, whom Duddy has been trying to
please, rejects him totally because of
his illegal way in getting money,

A This is the story written bya fa-
mous Canadian novelist, Mardecai Rich-
ler, .in .the book The Apprenticeship of
Duddy Kravitz., Richler himself is of
Jewish origin and his family came from
Russia and Poland, He is especially
known for novels written about his own
race, Many of his stories have their
settings in Montreal, the city where
Richler himself was born, Among his
novels, The Apprenticeship of Duddy
Kravitz is probably the most popular
one and has been made into a movie,

In the novel, Richler skilfully
draws a sharp contrast between Duddy
at the beginning and Duddy at the end.,
He starts out +to be one whom nobody
cares, so he goes all out for money,
the status symbol of society and the
lofty goal that everyone is striving
for, In the end, Duddy is accepted by
his father, the symbolic figure in the
novel who represents the sector of
society which weighs human value only
in terms of money, This groupotf people
is further represented by the waiter of
a restaurant atthe end of the book, The
waiter, upon recognizing that Duddy is
the "Mr, Kravitz who just bought all
that land around LacSte Pierre", offers
to mark Duddy®s bill because he has no
cash with him, If gaining his father’'s
acceptance and money is all that mat-
ters, Duddy has surely achieved it. But
it is significant +to note that his
grandfather, the one who loves Duddy

most, finally rejects him because of
Duddy's way of making money. It is
also tragic that in +turning off both
Yvette and Virgil, Duddy sacrifices the
most precious friendships that could
have mattered to him, For the sake of
money, Duddy gives up the truly pre-
cious things: friendship, love and his
conscience,

Although the Duddy +that Richler
writes about in this novel is a Jewish
boy in Montreal, we could find the same
character from every race, Everywhere
we could find people strive desperately
for material satisfaction 1in one way
or the other, I can thinkof the people
in the business world who try to get on
each other's back dayand night, I look
around and see the hundreds and thou-
sands of college students trying to get
a degree of some kind in order to make
money, 1t is easy for us to think that
future is but getting a well=paying
job, get married and leada comfortable
life, The means that we use to achieve
our goal may well be Jjustified by
society, While Duddy betrays his con=
science, love and friendship, we may
even involve ourselves in a greater
tragedy. We may try to get a sense of
security in material possessions, but
we may have forgotten that we do not
even have contreol over tomorrow, that
no matter how much wealth we accumu=
late, it will come to nothing the hour
we breathe our last breath,

Like Duddy, we may have committed
the mistake of evaluating ourselves in
material terms and make ourselves slaves
to our own "possessions", Not knowing
our Creator, who has made man the mas=
ter over all things, we are . satisfied
with being slaves, a

Please refer to Chinese side p, 12 for
the financial report of The Fountain,
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God, last night
I looked at the stars,
And I saw
Andromeda

Orion

Jupiter
Like a mobile of suspended orbs,
I saw the
cosmos of your creation,
God, you must know
an awful lot about physics,

Yesterday I read about
DNA
Cytoplasm
Neurons.,
I studied
Respiration
Replication
Photosynthesis.
Through a microscope I saw
Amoebae
Paramecia
Algae,
I saw life,
God, you must know
an awful lot about biology.

Yesterday I played

Football

Baseball

Soccer, ¢

And I swam, ran, " e
Swung, climbed,
And T watched my feet
And legs and arms and hands,
I saw the incredible
engineering behind them,
I felt their impossible dexterity,
God, you must know
an awful lot about athletics,



Yesterday I saw
a picture of a brain,
That cellular mass
that allowed me
to reason
and decide
and love
and hate
all on my own,
Then I leooked at boxes
filled with tapes,
Circuits and memory banks,
And saw what a pitiful facsimile
they were next to that mass of cells,
And I thought,
God, you must know
an awful lot about psychology.

Yesterday I heard the

voices you gave to

Caruso, Callas,

I realized the

talents you gave

Gershwin, Bach, Tchaikovsky.
I heard Sinatra and Campbell,
God, you must know

an awful lot about music,

Yesterday 1 read about
Socrates
Descartes
Kierkegarrd,
And I watched people=-=
all kinds of people,
I saw them searching
for meaning,
Then I knew
you had given everyone
spiritual need,
God, you must know
an awful lot about philosophy,

- 12 -

Today I read about
Jesus,
I read that he's
your only Sone=
an EBxtension of yourself,
I read about his life,
And about his deaths
How you sent him to
Take the rap for me,
How you deserted him
==for me;
How he was
Scorned, spat on,
Mocked, beaten,
Tortured
for me;
For worthless me,

And all this because
You

Really

Cared for me.

God, you must know

an awful lot about love,

I can®t help wondering, God,
Why do people ignore you? []

Copyright 1974 The Covenant
Companion, Used by permission,
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