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"What is man that thou art mindful of him,
and the son of man that thou dost care for him?"

= Psalm 8:4 =
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No matter what disciplines we
wtudy in university, and whether in
academic courses or during 1leisure
time, some time or other we will en~
counter literature =- novels, poetry,
Plays, Often we are fascinated by the
themes and the human situations depict-
ed in various works, and we wonder to
what extent we should identify our-
selves with those concepts of humanity
rresented through 1literary perspec-
tives, Dr, Clement Wyke, a professor
of English at the University of Winni-
pegy, had a talk with The Fountain on
the issue of man as seen in literature,
Perhaps Dr, Wyke's insights will stim-
ulate our thinking, . The following are
excerpts of the interview,

Qs

As

Q:

St e

Many people sesm to think that lit-
erature i1s irrelevant to our 1life
and daily living, What do you think
about this?

You are talking about the relevance
of literature to living and to life
1tself, Aristotle, oneof the greate
est minds of Greek civilization,
sald that art is an imitation of
life, and so in art, whether it be
sculpture or painting or literaturs,
the imagination of man is

taking life and givinga form to At,
And so whatever is written in 1it-
eraturedirectly corresponds to 1ife,
And whether it be secular literature
or the literature of the Bible, they
are dealing with man's experience
and we should never turn a deaf ear
to what comes out of them, Litera-
ture has direct relevance to our

From your study of the Western tra~-
dition of literature, can you tell
us some of the views that are Pre-
sented in various works concerning
man or human nature?

Well, that isa very large question,
I have to be very general and brief
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enough to make sense, First of all
there was the view of man in Greek
literature in about 5 B.C, Aeschy-
lus and Sophocles, the great tra-
gedians, and other dramatists, were
presenting man as a victim of his
destiny, And in other works like
Homer's Odyssey, there were super-
heroes who were working for a po-
litical state or a country or prov-
ing themselves morally virtuous by
their heroic actions in facing dan-
gers, orby living according to cer-
tain codes set up by their soclety,
But all these works did not see man
as having a spiritual dimension to
his life,

Then we move to the Greek philoso-
phers, Socrates and Plato, whose
view of man was that man is a good
creature by nature and what he does
is a matter of fulfilling himself
and seeking his true end, The way
to bring out the best in man is to
give him the best kind of education,
and the best political situation so
that you can determine what a good
state is, and the best ethical codes
which man should follow,

When we go on to the Middle Ages,
we come to the English tradition,
There was a great impact produced
by the Church, especially the teach-
ings of the Apostle Paul who had had
aclose relationship with the Greeks,
His teachings were less optimistic,
He portrayed man as a fallen crea-
ture, somebody who has sinned a-
gainst God and whose nature is thus
sinful, We all Iknow the verse of
Romans 3:23: "All have sinned and
fall short of the glory of God,"
This was preached by the Church and
much of the 1literature in England
was influenced by it, In Chaucer's
Canterb Tales, monks, friars and
certain ecclesiastics were presented
as fallible creatures, persons who
fulfilled a role in the Church but
who could be hypocrites because they
had fallen from the ideals they
stood for,

In the Renaissance period which was
around the 16th century in England,
man was presented as a combination
of the Greek view which saw man as
good, a creature of high intelli-
gence who can fulfill himself well,
and the view which saw man as a
fallen creature who is subjected to
sin, The best illustration was pre-
sented in Shakespeare's Hamlet:

"What a piece of work is man; how
noble in reason, how infinite in
faculties; in form angd moving,
how express and admirable in ac-
tion; how like an angel in appre-
hension; how 1like a god! The
beauty of the world; the paragon
of animals, And yet to me, what
is this quintessence of dust? Man
delights not me,"

Although Hamlet saw man as a noble
creature, he was tormented by see-
ing the kind of person his uncle
Was, a person who murdered Hamlet's
father and lived in an adulterous
relationship with Hamlet's mother,
So Hamlet was torn between the view
of man as intellectual;angelic,and
that of man as sinful, This view
was traced by Shakespeare in many
of his works,

HAMLET WAS TORN BETWEEN THE VIEW
OF MAN AS INTELLECTUAL, ANGELIC, AND
THAT OF MAN AS SINFUL,

As we move forward, there was a
change in world view, Originally
there was the system which saw the
world as having man and the earth
at the centre, All the planets re-
volved around the earth and every-
thing was done for man and towards
him, This view was Presented

Ptolemy, Yet in the latter half of
the 16th century and the early 17th
century, a new view was put forward
by Copernicus, the view which we
accept today., This is the helio-
centric view which sees the sun at
the centre instead of man, In the




17th century, this made a big shift
in literature, All was chaotic,
Coherence and order had shifted a-
way, Disturbance was felt among
some of the authors, as illustrated
by a poem of John Donne:

"*Tis all in pieces, all coherence
gone,

All just supply, andall relation,

Prince, subject, father, son, are

things forgot,
For every man alone thinks he hath

got

To bea phoenix, and that then can
be

None of that kind of which he is
but he,"

Donne was saying that the world had
lost its order; man was no longer
at the centre,

Then we moveto the Puritan writings
of John Bunyan in which he presented
man as turning away from the City
of Destruction and had to dress in
rags and turn away from his home
and family, Man was presented as
someone who is fallen, corrupted,
depraved and without a sense of or-
der,

The 18th century, which .1is called
the Neoclassical Age, tended to
change the viewof man as a creature
of sin and corruption, The _18th
century view presented manas an in-
dividual who is enlightened by rea-
son, Man in the Enlightenment in
England was one who acted wittily,
as in Congreve's play The Way of
The World in which the thing to do
was to be witty and intellectual,
and also in the works of other writ-
ers like John Dryden and Alexander
Pope, The great concerm was to be
imaginative, literate and be a per-
son of propriety, But when man was
intellectual and witty, he felt
that he had all the answers, In
the 18th century God was seen as an
absentee landlord who had made the
world but then sat .at a’ distance,,
while the universe was running ac-
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IN THE 20TH CENTURY, MAN SEES
HIMSELF AS THE CREATOR OF HIS OWN
GOD,

cording to mathematical laws, This
view was known as Deism, Yet in
spite of the high models as seen in
most works, some other writers still
saw man as a proud and depraved
creature, There was an influx of
satirists like Jonathan Swift., In
Gulliver's Travels, Swift presented

man as a Yahoo, a creature. which had
very nasty habits, It damaged and
corrupted much that it +touched,
Meanwhile Swift presented horses
called Houyhnhnms as being the per-
fection of nature and reason, So
on the one hand we had the extreme
Greek view of man as a creature of
reason, and on the other hand we had
the view of man as corrupted by
pride,

As we move on to the Romantic peri-
od, man's emotional side was empha-
sized, The French Revolution +took
place and man who had beena subject
under a strong rule of tyranny was
set free and was seen as an indivi-
dual gaining his own freedom by his
own efforts., We read from poets like
William Blake who was insisting that
any god who restricted man's expres-
sion of his free spirit was a bad
god, Man must be allowed to be hime
self, And the cult of individual-
ism, which we still have today, de-
veloped,

In the 20th century, man sees him-
self as the creator of his own god;
as Blake put it: "The image of God
is the image which man has created
for . himself,"” And God is really
the creature of man®s brain, The
result in literature is individual-
ism, A hero acts according to his
own spontaneous motives, He sets
up his own ideals; his moral stand~
ards are determined by his own sub-
jective feelings, To be individual~
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istic is good, Accompanying this
view of man 1is a very pessimistic
outlook as seen in Samuel Beckett's
Waiting For Godot. He presented
the whole universe as very absurd
because God has been put out of ex-
istence and man does not have any
absolutes to which he can relate,
He is 1like a clown in the circus
waliting for Godot, All he can feel
is by his senses; he ccnnot experi-
ence the metaphysical dimensions of
his life, His existence is absurd,
He is waiting for something to
change the universe and that some-
thing is called Godot, Of course
the relationship of Godot with God
in name is quite clear, In Beckett's
playy Godot isa very unfeeling God;
he likes to take advantage and is
tyrannical,

Another pessimistic view of man was
portrayed in Lord Of The Flies by
William Golding, Some English boys
had been deserted on an island.
They became completely carnivorous
and they fought like wild savages.
Golding was suggesting there was
evil within them that grew and be-
came destructive,

The last view which we come to now
is the scientific view of man as
portrayed in Michael Crichton's
The Terminal Man, This view shows
that man can be controlled scien-
tifically, He is not seen as having
a spirit, and a dimension that is
ethical, This is very pessimistic,

This is a quick coverage of the
views of man and it has not been
too hopeful all along,

From your personal standpoint, what
are your evaluations and criticisms
of those views you just talked a-
bout? As a Christian professor, how
do you see man in relation to those
views?

Beginning from the early Greeks
man insisted in seeing himself in
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a good light, but in spite of that,
man has come back to a very poor
view of himself after so many cen-
turies, Many readers want to deny
this and say that we are not like
that at all., They criticize the
Christian view of man which sees
man as fallen, My own opinion is
that the Christian view is the bet-
ter view because it is more realis-
tic, It does not deny that man has
the potential for being better, It
says that man is lost but man has a
possibility of regeneration, This
view is presented directly or in-
directly by Shakespeare, by several
Renaissance authors, and by later
writers such as John Bunyan, If I
have to present a view of man, I
have to present him both as a crea-
ture who is fallen and as a crea-
ture who rises not so much by his
own efforts as by the grace of God
operating in his 1life, This does
not mean that man has nothing to do
with his redemptionj what he has to
do is to recognize the inadequacy
in himself and to accept God's pre-
sentation of what he is like, First
of all we have God creating man in
His own image., This to me is a very
beautiful view of man and is just
like Hamlet's saying that man is so
much like an angel, Then secondly,
we haveto recognize that this image
had been tarnished, and as Jonathan
Swift was telling us, we became
proud, fallen and corrupt. However,
there is a way for us, The Apostle
Paul in Romans tells us that we can
be made 1into a man creature, I
think I should end my opinion here
by supplementing it by the opinion
of the Bible which I believe to be
God's statement on the fact, We
read in Hebrews 2:6-8:

"What is man that thou art mind-

IN THE LITERATURE OF OUR TIME
THERE IS THE PICTURE OF MAN RECOG-
NIZING THE NEED FOR SOME KIND OF
REGENERATION EXPERIENCE,




Q:

ful of hinm,
or the son of man, that thou
carest for him?

Thou didst make him for a little
while lower than the angels,
thou hast crowned him with glory

and honor,

putting everything in subjection
under his feet,"

It seems to me that it is a bright
and noble picture of man in con-
trol and sharing a glory of God
which has been given to him, It
is 1ike the Greek view of man, But
if we go on to verses 9=~10:

"But we see Jesus, who fora little
while was made lower than the an-
gels, crowned with glory and honor
because of the suffering of death,
so that by the grace of God he
might taste death for every one,
For it was fitting that he, for
whom and by whom all things ex-
ist, in bringing many sons to
glory, should make the pioneer
of their salvation perfect through

suffering,"

Man, a creature of glory, had fall-
en to a position worthy of death,
But Christ has made it possible for
us to move back into a position of
glory and grace, It seems to me
that in the literature of our time
there is the picture of man recog-
nizing the need for some kind of
regeneration experience, But re-
generation has not happened because
it has to do with man's own will
and his own decision to perpetuate
another view of himself, All his-
tory points to the fact that man
has made a real mistake about his
lifeand the only way he can correct
it isby recognizing the Possibility
for regeneration through the grace
of God,

What advice would you give to stu-
dents who may have contact with 1it-
erature in the university, as they

may encounter problems and be con-
fused when they mest some of the
views of man that are presented?

We have to be very cautious because
literature does have a very great
impact on our lives, One may read
a book and get a view of man that
makes him depressed, influences him
or even confuses him, I think a
person has to realize two things,
Firstly, the way he sees things as
a man 1is colored by the limitations
of his faculties and by his own pre=
Judices, and so is the writer of
the book. Take Beckett’s view a-
gain., He presented man as a clown=
ish creature -in an arena who does
not have a god whom he can call up-
on, Sartre, the French writer, also
presented man in an absurd context,
We haveto realize that these writers
have certain views of the universe
which put God or any kind of meta-
physical reality out of the picture
and so the views of man that come
out are pessimistic, Then the sec-
ond thing a person should realize
is how a certain view of man re-
lates to himself, And he should be
ready to move to a view that gives
a more accurate picture of himself,
The Christian view states that man
was created in the image of God,
that the imageis tarnished but that
he has a chance of allowing God to
bring that image +to what it should
be, This is the most hopeful pres-
entation of man one can expect, I
think that every person should first
evaluate the various views and then
come to the one which best matches
what he thinks 1is the more honest
and accurate impression of himself,

O
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In the hospital

Christopher Man

The author finished his medical degree
at the University of Manitoba and was
an intern in the past year, In this
article, he describes to us someof his
experiences in the hospital which are
quite thought-provoking,

A siren grew louder and louder,

An ambulance stopped abruptly at the

entrance of the Emergency Department,
I happened tobe on duty that night with
two other doctors, We were in the re-
suscitation room, already being tied
up in resuscitating two persons who had
been badly hurt in an automobile acci-
dent,

The doors of the resuscitation
room swung open and in came not one but
two persons on stretchers,

"From the same accident?"

"Yes, the same accident!" _

We had to divide our attention., I
walked to the nearest patient, At a
glance, I knew life had gone outof him,
He was palej his youthful face was ex-
pressionless; the chest was motionless,
the heart silent and the pupils were
dilated and fixed. I went through the
resuscitation procedure. I grabbed the
lower jaw to open the mouth, The lower
jaw! ~ It almost came off from the face
as I grabbed 1t, It was obviously bro-
ken at more than one place,

Oxygen! Face mask! Intubation!
Cardiac monitoring! Cardiac massagsli

"Hey! Start an I.V., would you?"

s

"I can't find any vein, All his
veins have collapsed! " snapped back the
nurse,

He did not respond to resuscita=~
tion, Hehad died before h= was brought
in,

Over the other side, his fianc8e
was having the same fate, Bothhad died
before they were brought in,

Later that night, we were still
talking about the tragedy.

"What happens to the first two pa-
tients?”

"One died in the operating: room,
He had ruptured his liver, That adds
up to three deaths, The other one is
doing all right, He is now on the
Ward. L1}

Three deaths in one car accident!
All were young, in thelr 20's, Two were
engaged, How tragic it was! Even one
sudden death would be sad enough,

It could easily have been you or
me who was involved, There is no guar-
antee that we will live the next day,
Modern +technology does not assure us
safety. An U,S. astronaut who had come
back safely from a space mission iron-
ically diedin an ordinarycar accident,
Modern medicine does not assure us
safety elther. It can salvage the dy-
ing but it cannot resurrect the dead,

+ + +

I accompanied a surgeon in seeing
a patient whohad already been admitted
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into the hospital by another doctor,
The patient was an aged woman, lying
flat in bed. Not much expression was
on her face, As we walked into the
room, I spotted a yellow tinge in her
skin and eyes, Silent jaundice! Jaun-
dice, the yellow tinge, could be caused
by many diseases, but when it occurs
insidiously in an old person with no
other clinical signsand symptoms, can-
cer of the head of the pancreas 1is a
strong possibility,

In the operating room, her abdomen
was opened, Her liver was found to be
filled with firm white patchy growths
== cancer, Everyone in the room became
silent, I assisted the surgeon in re-
movinga piece of cancer to confirm the
diagnosis, Exploration of the other
parts of the abdomen revealed a very
suspicious area in the pancreas and no
other finding,

Back on the ward, the family was
anxiously waiting for the verdict. The
surgeon went ahead to meet them, I
dropped back, not wanting to be around
when +the bad news was broken +to the
family, At a distance, I could see the
surgeon and the famlly sat down com-
fortably, Then the surgeon dropped
the bombshell, I could see and actu-
ally hear the family bursting into
tears, Impending death of a family
member is heart-breaking to the rest
of the family,

Three weeks after the diagnosis
had been made, the patient became con-
fused, talking nonsensically, Then she
slipped into coma, Despite medical
therapy, she progressively became worse
and died, Shé had never been told she
had cancer, or rather she had never
been well enough +to find out she had
cancer, The whole family were mourning
for her as she lay thers, not knowing
her dreadful fate, She had not known
for whom +the bell +tolled, It tolled
for her,

Shehad saved herself the emotional
turmoil she would have gone through,
Yet she had been deprived of the last
chance of reflecting upon her life as
a whole, A dying person is aptto think
of God, either to affirm or to deny His
existence once and for all, She had

lost +the last moments of her life to
make her final decision,

+ + +

Thursday was the easy day of the
week, I did not have to see all the
patients on the ward before 7:45 a,.m,
when I had to turn up in the operating
room to assist surglcal operations, It
was 9 o'clock in the morning as I walk-
ed into the ward, A patient had al-
ready awaken,

"Good morning, Doc!" said he,
"Good morning!" I replied,

[ 1]

1]
80080000000

The patient had recently been de=
mobilized from the army and had gone
back to his farm, He was only 41 years
old, still near the prime of his life,
He had a big farm, a lump sum from the
army as he left it, a wife and two
young children,

As wewere exchanging conversation,
he suddenly stopped, stared at me and
aSked.’

"Please tell me, Doc,, how much
longer can I live?"

I was slightly taken back, not ex-
pecting such a straightforward question,
I was not prepared to give him an an-
swer, He had been admitted to the hos-
pital for a mass in the neck which then
had been proved to be cancer., It was
a cancer that had spread to the neck
from a primary site, There was still
no definite diagnosis as to where that
site might be, However, the prognosis
in most of such cases is very bleak,
He could easily die within one year,
Somehow he had sensed the gravity of
the disease, He expressed that he ac=-
cepted his fate well, He wanted to know
the time so that he could be prepared
for it. Being undecided whether I
should tell him the truth, I insisted
I was too junior to pass on an opinion
which should be left to the surgeon to
give, and left.,

I admired the couragehe showed in
facing death, However, I wondered how
he really felt in the depth of his
heart in having to leave behind him his
wife, his young children and all that
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he had, He certainly had the right to
know his time of death. He wanted to
make sure that he would get the best of
his remaining few days, and that his
family and property would be well taken
care of after.he was gone, I surely
hope he had taken care of his own soul
or else he would lose the most precious
thing he had,

+ + +

A middle-aged man was brought in
by his daughter., He was tremulous, red
in the face, breathing a little fast
and smelled of alcohol, Experience told
me that he was a candidate for the De-
toxification Centre, a place where al-
coholics were kept and treated, Before
he went there, I had to give him a
thorough physical checkup.

"How long have you been drinking?"

"Five years,"

"Heavy?"

"Yea, a dozen beers a day, some-
times with a bottle of whisky,"

"Have you tried to quit?"

"Yea, I had been treated in Detox,
before and was dry for six months, I
started drinking again last month,"

"Why did yougo back to drinking?"

"I am fed up with life!"

I walked out of the room slightly
discouraged, His problem was too great
for modern medicine to handle, Medicine
tried to protect his life, but he did
not know what to do with it, He was
disgusted with it, He needed a right
perspective for his life.

+ + +

A teenage girl was brought. into
the Emergency Department by the police,
I was on duty that night,

"What's wrong with her?"

"Overdosed! "

I walked to the patient., She was
young, blonde and good-looking, She
was still alert,

"What have you taken?"

"Some pills,"

"What kingd?"

"Valium, and some others of which
I don't know the name,"

"How many of each?"

"About 10 valium and 15 others,"

"Have you been drinking also?"

"Yea, I have,"

"Why did youdo this to yourself?"

"I am upset, My Dboyfriend has
left me,”

There was a standard procedure to
followin treating these cases: Ipecac,
10 cups of water,

. "Hi! Kathy!" She greeted a nurse
aide who walked by,

Revealing her medical history, I
found shehad been at the Emergency De-
partment many times before with similar
conditions, No wonder she knew the
people there, Birthday was 1958,
She was hardly 17, A paper was found
with her, A love poem was written on
it. I have forgotten most of the lines
except for a few,

"

08000002 0O0CCOCOCTNBRRRINOODY
If I am in Heaven,
And you are in Hell,

e8 0000000 c000sRRBORODS

I will give back the angels
the wings,

And leave Heaven to be with you
in Hell."

Terribly romantic!

No matter we show it or not, there
is in the heart of everyone the longing
for something which can fill the empti-
ness within,

+ + +

Ever since the day we werXe born,
we have been 1living under +the shadow
and terror of death, We could die sud-
denly and unexpectedly, regardless of
our age., What man has achieved so far
is to enable himself +to live a little
longer with a little more comfort and
pleasure, He still has to accept the
fact that he will certainly die one
day. His existence on earth is void
of meaning, No wonder some people in
their frustration would think life is '’
not worth living, Yet, we have no cause
for despair., Jesus has come to redeem
us from our dreadful fate and show us
our destiny, D



~ Un Being
G Ferson

Dear Professor X,

I am so glad that I can
have such an opportunity to write to
you, For+two months, I have been think=-
ing of how to write this letter and it
is only until today that I can finally
gather my thoughts +together and write
to you, I have been thinking about
some of the issues of personality which
you have been discussing with us in
class, and using themto analyze myself,
In this lettery I am going to tell you
my own point of viewon these issues of
personality,

Before I go on, I think
it is better for me to give you some
information about my background. I was
born into a Chinese family and was
brought up under the influence of the
Chinese culture, Ever since my child-
hoody I had been taught to accept what
I learnt, both at home and in school,
Although my family was strongly under
the influence of Buddhism and the prac-
tice of ancestors' worship, I had been
sent to a Roman Catholic school ever
since kindergarten (mainly because I
could learn English there), Thus, I
was taught to worship my ancestors at
home and to pray to Virgin Mary in
school, But I did not haveany conflict
since I decided that both religions
were for my own good, It was in such
an environment that I was brought up
and apparently the experiences which I
had gone through had a lot to do with
the development-of my personality in
the early stages of my life, However,

This article is a summary
of an assignment concerning
issues of personality which
the authoress wrote to her
psychology professor, The
authoress had writtenher as-
signment in the form of a
personal letter,

when I take a deeper look into myself,
I find I cannot say that whatever I do
is caused entirely by my environment,

When I analyze myself,
I find that I cannot agree with Skinner's
behaviouristic psychology of condition=-
ing and reinforcement, As I have men-
tioned above, I do not believe that
whatever I do is totally caused by en-
vironmental factors, The question may
be asked: "Why do you do what you want
to do?" A behaviauristmay answer: "You
do what you want to do because you have
been reinforced to do that which you
want to do." However, I have to ask
another question: "Why do some people
do even what they do not want to do?"
A behaviourist may giveme the same old
answer: "Because they have been rein-
forced to do what they do not want to
do." This in fact leads me back to the
question which you have been asking us
in your lectures: "Do people do only
what they are reinforced to do?" I have
been thinking hard about this and I
have finally come tothe conclusion that
"They don't",

Inmy own view, I believe
that peopledo what they do because they
themselves choose to do what they want
to do, I disagree with Skinner'®s view
that a person's behaviour is merely the
result of environmental conditioning,
whether that conditioning occurs prior
to birth and resides in his genes or
subsequent to birth and resides in his
external environment, I do not <think
that we are just a collection of what
we have been in the past, I think man
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himself has the freedom to chooss what 4

he wants to do and what he does mot
want to do, In other words, I believe
in the autonomous man, Man is autono-
mous in that he is not like a machine
which is belng controlled, and he has
the right and the power to affect or
even control his environment, Take my-
self for example, Although under the
Chinese cultureI have been taught that:
"Good girls don't smoke; only those
girls in the bars do,"” yet I have the
agtonomy to choose whetherI should ac-
ocept this kind of teaching or not, If
I do accept ity I am just choosing to
obey my parentsand I do not think that
I do thls because I have been reinforced
to do so, I can choose not to obey,
and the choice 1is still in me, Of
course, I am not saying herethatI to-
tally rule out the fact that there is
chemical or psychological conditioning,
But even though man has gone through a
great deal of conditioning, he is not
a product of it, He is not just a rat
pressing the bar and reinforcement does
not make him do everything,

Two years ago, when I
came over to Canada and was - confronted
with a culture that was completely dif-
ferent from my own, I was at a total
loss in choosing what I should do, I
found that there was no absolute stan-
dard of behaviour, Everything was rel-
ative. There was no absolute right or
wrong, Nothing was strictly bad or
good, Something that was considered
to be wrong in my own culture was con-

z> (@la> (=2

sldered to be right in this culturs,
An act of behaviour that was sanctioned
by the soclety from which I came might
not be acceptable to the society here.
Thus, I was in a dilemma as to what to
choose and how to decide, Yet ny own
meaning of life depended somuch on the
values which I chose to live by. It
was in such a condition that I f

exerted my autonomy +to reach out for
the absolutes and the real meaning of
life, Thatwas how I became a Christian,
The Gospel of Jesus Christ was Present-
ed to me by some Christians and with a
simple faith, I took the step of ac-
cepting Christ as my Lord and Saviour,
At that time, many things in Christi-
anity were still beyond my comprehen-~
sion, but something withinme just gave
me a desire to search for truth, For
the past two years, I have experienced
so much truth in what I believe that
I never regret I took that step, I
have found peace and Jjoy and the real
meaning of 1life, I have found the ab-
solute standards to live by from the
Bible and these standards are not Jjust
high-sounding ones but can be put into
practice, My belief also gives me a
new insight into the understanding not
only of the behaviour of human beings
but also of svery individual as a to-
tal and fully-functioning being,

Man is said to be made
up of different parts: the physiolog-
ical, emotional and intellectual as~
pects, These three aspects are inter-
dependent on one another, For example,
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if the body is sick, it will influence
the social functioning of a person,
Since Iam in the field of social work,
I have learnt from some of my courses
and my field practices how a person is
affected when any one of these parts
is not finctioning or not functioning
well enough to keep pace or in har-
mony with the other parts, However,
even if these three aspects of man are
fully-functioning and in harmony with
one another, they still do not make up
a total man, There is another aspect
of man +that we have to consider and
that is his spiritual aspect, I be-
lieve that an individual can have a
totally effective personality only
when his spiritual aspect is fully
functioning and taking control of the
other three aspects., I think that the
spiritual aspect of a man is necessary
in keeping his intellectual, emotional
and physical aspects in harmony, A
Christian psychologist, Paul Tournier,
illustrates this by saying that these
aspects can be formed into a pyramid,
The base of the pyramid is the natural
picture of man with the physical, in-
tellectual and emotional parts., The
apex of the pyramid is the spiritual
or supernatural aspect. Man is in his
fullest state of health when the nat-
ural aspects of him are subordinated
to his spirit,

In our lectures, you
have discussed with us some of the
qualities that make up what you call
an effective personality. I agree with
you in that some of those character-
istics do help in the development of
an effective personality, As a matter
of fact, before I became a Christian,
I had possessed these characteristics,
I had accepted myself with a sense of
personal worth, I had also perceived
that I was unique as any other indi-
vidual was, I had had a good rela-
tionship with my family, I had had
no difficulty in relating to other
people, and I had even got a few in-
timate friends. However, these did
not result in me an effective person-
ality since a major part was lacking,
I could live from day to day apparent-

ly with full capability, but I did
not know what I was 1living for, It
was until I started my searchfor some-
thing beyond the natural aspects of
me that I finally found that I could
havean effective personality (at least
I think I have now), Actually, the
characteristics which you proposed in
class are not in conflict with my be-
lief, After becoming a Christian, I
can see an even greater sense of per-
sonal worth in every individual since
I knowthat man was created in the image
of God and that each person is valuable
in God's sight,

Finally, by becoming a
Christian, I am not just believing in
a religion but T am entering into a
relationship, Itisa relationship with
God and it is personal., It is this
personal experience which is based on
an objective truth that leaves me with
no doubts in what I am believing, I
remember how some of my friends wrote
me and tried to explain the reason for
my believing in Christ, A friend in-
terpreted my belief from a sociological
point of view and stated that it was a
result of social pressure., Another one
interpreted it from a psychological
perspective andsaid that the loneliness
I felt when I came over to Canada drove
me to find a crutch to which I could
hang on, Itwas like Linus in the "Pea-
nuts" cartoon hanging on tohis security
blanket, All these sounded quite rea-
sonable. Yet they could not satisfy
me, I still cannot see how something
that is beyond human could be explained
by the use of human resources alone,

I hope that I have ex-
pressed my thoughts clearly in this
letter. I feel really happy as I come
to theend of this letter becauselI have
written down whatI really want to say,

Thank you very much for
reading my letter, I hope you will en-
Joy readingit and that it can stimulate
you to think deeper into some of these
issues.

Yours faithfully,
Lydia Law
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With
Dignity

R. Blanchard, M,D,

Our sociology, our economics, our
philosophy, our politics, our ethics,
and ultimately how we treat our neigh-
bours depend upon our concept of the
nature of man, If man were a product
of chance in an accidental universe,
rather than the creation of an omni-
scientand good God, virtuallyall self-
preserving and self-serving actions are
not only justifiable but also necessary,
One cannot avoid the basic concept in-
herent in Darwinism that progressis to
occur by elimination of the "weak",
Some people have offered a totally un-
convincing attempt to extract what
amounts to be a Christian ethic from
the principles of the evolutionary hy-
pothesis, The problem here is thatChris-
tian ethics presupposes absolute stan-
dards inherent in the nature of God,
while the evolutionary hypothesis de-
mands chance development with no out-
side interference. The two concepts
cannot produce similar ethical conclu~
sions or demands, Kindness, for in-
stance, is meaningless in the Darwinian
scheme, and even if it could be accom-

modated, evolutionary dogma cannot de-
monstrate any need for kindness,

While there are many philosophies
which propose a variety of definitions
concerning the nature of man, most of
the attitudes in the western world de-
rive from Darwinism or Christianity,

What is the nature of man as poxr=-
trayed in the Bible? First of all,
man was created by God in a state of
perfection and innocence, He was given
a moral nature similar to-God's and
placed in a moral environment where he
could choose to obey or disobey God,
In a desire to be his own master, man
disobeyed God and fell from perfection
and innocence. This explains the co-
nundrum of why man observes standards
and wants to do what is right, but ends
up going against his standards, There
are many other crucial implications of
the creation and the Fall of mankind:
he is not evolving intoa more and more
perfect being, but remains under the
sentence of rebellion against truth,
the truth that God is the origin and
centre of being, not man,

A second aspect of man as revealed
in the Bible is that man has an essen-
tial spiritual nature which, unlike the
body, is immortal, In this he is dif-
ferent from animals. Life on earth in
a mortal body ' is not the ultimate of
the existence of man,

These two essentials in the Biblicazl
Doctrine of man must be understood be-
fore one can appreciate the doctrine
of atonement and the salvation of man,
both of which point to the ultimate
value and dignity of man, God has not
left us in a state of hopelessness but
has, along with the just pronouncement
of judgement, also declared His provi-
sion for a just pardon, There is hope
for man! This is based, not on man's
ability to merit forgiveness but on
God's vicarious sacrifice which may
freely be claimed by faith, "All have
sinned and come short of the glory of
Godsss The wages of sin is death, but
the free gift of God is eternal 1ife
in Christ Jesus our Lord," The essen-
tial dignity of man lies in that God
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still has not abrogated the free will
He gave man in the beginning and yet
He invites restoration and offers par-
don, We may accept God’s provision
for forgiveness or we may reject it,
Jesus said, "Godso loved the world that
He gave His only begotten Son that who-
soever bellievethin Him should not per-
ish but have everlasting life."

Since man comes from God and is
fipally judged by God, he must be an-
swerable 10 God for his behaviour on
earth, Thisis the basis for the Chris=
tian ethic, Without the absolute  stan-
dards laid downby God in the Bible, man
would have great difficulty supporting
any kind of moral behaviour whichis not
self-serving, For instance, who is to
say that Hitlerwas wrong? He was doing
his thing and to him it was right, If
in the warhe had succeeded in achieving
the outcome he wanted; that in itself
night have meant that he was "right".
If he had been defeated by a stronger
antagonist, then that would have been
too bad for him but "good" for the new
victor, To the Christian, Hitler was
wrong because he violated God's law,
The standard is not a shifting opinion
based upon and varying with one's per-
sonal perspective, It is a standard
based upon revealed truth,

Because God has declared standards
for our moral and ethical guidance, we
believe that strongand wise men are to
support, aild, and protect weak and in-
firm humans even at the risk of the
strong, This ethic makes no sense in
an evolutlonary context., God's love and
the love He asks us to exercise in our
personal relationships is aselfless and
sacrificial motivating force, The Ten
Commandments tell us that God does not
want us to exploit one another in the
physical, sexual, economic, or social
realms but wants us rather to love Him
because He first loved us, and to love
our fellow men because Hemade them and
loves them, Since God reveals aspects
of His own personal nature (holiness,
goodness, kindness, truth, justice) in
His standards, therefore, as we begin
to love God, this love createsa longing
to be like Him, Thus the motivation

to Christian ethical behaviour is love
for God., Pride, selfishness and greed
are not only forbidden by God but be=
come distasteful to us while kindness,
patience, forbearance, and self=sacri-
fice become possible in our lives,

The problem we have with God’s
standards is seldom one of disagreement,
but one of frustration at our lack of
power to carry out what we believe to
be right, The solution is not for God
to alterHis eternal standards to accom-
modate our weaknessjy it is that God,
although passing judgement on our sin,
provides the means of pardon and re-
demption in the sacrificial death of
Jesus, What we need first of all is
pardon and forgiveness, Having been
forgiven, we could then ask God for
spiritual and moral power to live ac-
cording to His will, accepting His
judgement and forgiveness for our fail-
ures, Not only does the motivation to
live according to God's standard of
love come from the Spirit of Godin the

1ife of the Christian, but the spiritu*

al and moral power to carry out what
God motivates comes also from Cod’s
Spiritn

While it is a 1little presumptuous
to pretend especiallyin a brief article
that the nature of manis understood, I
have endeavoured, nevertheless, to ex=-
press how suchan understanding may af-
fect individuals and society, The
Christian believesin a personal Creator
whose nature has been revealed to man,
The nature of man therefore is under-
stood in relation to his origin from and
dependence upon God, God's standards
for man are therefore absolutely good
and right and hence the reference points
for man's behaviour, The fact that man
does not automatically follow God's or
even his own principles is explained by
the Fall of man, The remedy for the
effects of this Fall is the divine act
of pardon for any person wishing renewal
of the relationship with God, This new
relationship with God brings insight,
motivation, and spiritual pewsr for
man to be what God intends him to be,

]
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