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"I am the resurrection, and the
life; he who believes in Me shall live
even if he dies; and everyone who lives
and believes in Me shall never die,"

- John 11:25,26 -
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Talling
Hope

Question: .
Everybody talks' about' hope,  how * do :
you define hope on psychologlcal '

Answer: ‘' :
Hope canﬁbedeflned 1n more than one
define hope primarilyasan attitude
with some emotional components. It
is a kind of attitude which has some
future orientation, It usually re-
fers to some expectations of things
desired, or the predominant desire
to attain some objective. It has

- - - the expectation that the desire is

going to be satisfied., It is pri-
marily dependent upon what the per-
son thinks is going to happen, and
the individual has definite prefer-
ences to have one thing happened
rather than something else. One can
regard hope as a pleasant type of
emotion as -opposed to despair or
giving up. '

Q: In general, hope’Seems to be 1mpor—
tant to man., To what degree do you
think is the importance?

A: This question can be answered in

ouy

more than one way. Hope seems to be
a specific human attitude. We do
not find much hope in lower types of
animals, the reason being that hope
implies seeing into the future and
having certain kind of long-term
expectation, and animals are not
capable of -this,  Now hope also has
certain consequences for human be-

“haviour, in the $ense that people

would not engage themselves in any
kind of activity if they did not ex-
pect or see some chance of obtaining
a desired outcome., In the case of
children, the expected probability
of success is ~an important factor
for the children to engage themsclves
in one kind of activity or another.
Now if we look at certain other as-
pects of hope we will find that’ hope,
or the lack of hope, seéms to be an
impértant factor in relation to
whether a person commits suicide.
We will also find that some degree
of hope is very important to keep

. many social systems going. Most of

the dynamic social systemsand ideo-
logies have definite types of hope
in that their activities would bring
some better state in the future.

For instance, both the Nazists and

the Communists have some hope or
some kind of utopia, and because of
their hope that the future society
which they were going to bring about
would be better than the present one,
they were able to persuade their
people to put up with'a large amount




‘able now, but see what a nice

Hope is sc often talked about that the concepts
around it need to be clarified before one can have
a clear grasp as to what hope is, This article. is .
a recorded sumnary of an interview between Dr. E.
Schludermann, psychology professor at the University
of lanitoba, and tre editors of The Fountain, on

the topic of hope. The interview was in the form of

questions and answors, with the editors posing some
questions and Dr, Schludermann commenting on them.

of frustrations, poverty and de-
privation, How can the existence
of the Comnunist system be justified?
The Communists say ycu may be miser-
kind
of future 1is going to be prepared
for future generations! Hope is ..
extremely important factor if one
wants to engage oneself in any kind
of warfare, For instance, during
any wvar the government will be very

.careful to control bad news, If

there are toomuch bad news, the sol-
diers will stop fightingand the war
will be lost.

of this are certain kinds of ex-
pectations or the probability of
success or the probability <that
good outcome would occur rather than
bad outcome., And it is +this kind
of future orientation which is the
basis of some kind of hope. The
problem is that though most people
have some kind of hope or txry to
hope for the best even in very dif-
ficult or almost hopeless situations,
not all the hopes which +they have
are Jjustified. The hore which an
individval has may be realistic or
unrealistic, This in turn will de-
pend on how realistic a person's
view of events is,

Are there any theories of psychology

Generally speaking, what are the

Qs 2
concerning with the o—igins and different manifestations of human
mechanisns of hope? hope in the world?

A3 liost psychological theories related : Again there is no specific classi-

to hope are not overly <formalized.

That neans there are not many speci-

fic psychological theories which say
vhat hope is and how it develops.

But there are some theories which.

have some bearings on howwe look at
hope. One thing is that people or
children are able to look into the
future to some extent and look at
the possible outcomes of some of
their actions, and thereby are able
t0 sce whether certain activities
have the chance of succeeding. In
addition +to this children can also
predict to some extent events in the

. future over which they themselves

haveno direct control. The results

-3 -

fications of these by psychologists.
But personally I could point out a
few directions. One would be that
there are certain events over which
the individual has some kind of con-
trol, He can estimate what the
chances are for him to be success-
ful in his activities, This is very
often called some kind of confi-
dence, Also there are certain kinds
of activities over which the indi-
vidual has no control. Things hap-
pen to him and he cando very little
about them, In that case we would
use terms like optimism or pessimism
to describe +the individual's atti-
tude.
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Q:

Do you think human hopes can besat-

isfying?

A:

There are certain problems if one
takes a broader perspective. The
broader one takes the perspective
the less one has control over it,
You may have control over your own
studies, but you have 1less control
over what happens to your relatives,
and even less control over what
happer:s to your city, your country,
or the world and so on. So we can
usually say that the broader the
scope about the outcomec; the less
the individial could for instance
influence the outcome, and we usu-
ally find that the more things may
turn out the wrong way. The other
problem is human beings have quite
a large nuber of diffcrent needs,
and chances are not overly great
that all the needs would be satis-
fied because certain kinds of events
which occur in a person's life time
will inevitably make things go to
the vorst, People will find sooner
or later they will get old and die.
They will find lots of things turn
out the wrong way. In that sense
you will find very often older peo-

" ple, who have more experience, tend

to be less optimistic bt more cyn-
ical than young veorle, Young
people tond to be hopeful and op-
tinistic and older people tend to
be somewhat pessimistic.

happen in this ycar or in’the next
few years, but he alsc has certain
kinds of hopes which go by eternity.

. The Christian finds two things: the

hopes which he has deal ultimately
with what happens to the world and
what will happen in terms of cter-
nity, and also his hopes are justi-
fied. For many people, hope may be
wishful thinking. The event that
you hope for may or may not turn out,

‘In the case of the Christian, the
“reason or justification for having

certain hope goes beyond wishful
thinking in that the Christian says
the hope which he has is grounded in
the powerful God who on the one hand
wants things to turn out right, who
is a good God, and who on the other
hand is also a God. strong enough that
He will win over evil in the end. A
non-Christian cannot have such con-
fidence., It is interesting to no-
tice that in the New Testament of
the Bible, there are frequently ar-
guments that pagans are without
hopes because they do not believe
in God. And pagan philosophy at that
time looked at hope more or less as
an illusion, perhaps anecessary il-
lusion to keep people going, but an
illusion which would not stand up
against strong critical examinations. :

What is the misconception about
Christian hope?

1 Q: As a Christian, what do you think

~about Christian hope?

A

When one deals with Christian hope,
one is dealing with things that are
somewhat broader in pers)active,
The Christian usually does not only
have hopes for events which will

Some Christians have the idea that
they can use their Christian faith
primarily to get specific types of
wishes, in the same way as people
in more primitive types of religion
used religion or magic to get cer-
tain things done in their own way.,
That means if you want to succeed
in your business deal, you engage
yourself in certain ceremonies and
then your business deal will succeed.
Some Christians look at their hope
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‘ultimate

in a similar way. They think that
a Christian's Dbusiness should go
right and his studies should go
right and he should not undergo any
unfair treatment. But thelNew Testa-
ment makes it quite clear that
Christians will not bde exenpted or
‘excused from such troubles. How-
ever, Christians should realize that
those kinds -of things which count
and which will ultimately count are
those things in which they can have
unreserved confid-ace: that he is
right with God, that God loves him,
that Cod will %be his God for eter-
nity, and also that the world will
ultinmately De in such a way as God
wants it to be, E 71 will not have
triumph, Problems which
he has at the moment. are tempor xry
problems rather than problems which
will last for eternity.

What i your personal opinion about ;

the psychological view of hope and
the Christian view of hope?

" vents.

Baslcally, psychology looks at hope
as the anticipation of desired e-
Tt also emphasizes that for
people to De hoppy, to be satisfied
and to continue to live, they must
have some kind of hope, otherwise
they might commit suicide, or be-
cone mentally ill. So the psycholo-
gist is not so much interested in
whether hope is justified or not.
They argue that “"optimism" is some-
thing which 1is desirable and neccs
-sary, even if wnjustified. On the
contrary, the Christian argues that
his hope must be grounded in some
facts and +that these facts are not
wishful thinking buthave some coun-
terparts in history. When the Chris-
tians in the New Testament, mostly
in the epistles, look at hope and
try to define hope they point out
first that there is God. As to the
question how they Imow that God ex-

.

ists, the answer 218 Cod acting in

1ated +to faith in God.

history. They point out first how
God has acted in the lives of His
people in the past and prepared the
way for Christ. Then certain other
things happened in the 1life of Christ
which. strengthen the hope even more
than the kind of events in the old
Testament do. If they look to the
past, theyhave enough ground to have
confidence in the future. And they
say those events that happened are
historical facts, regardless of whe-
ther a person likes to believe 1in
them or not. God has shown His love
and power in the past and that is
the basis for confidence in the fu-
ture, They also look at hope in
terms of promises. God did not only
act in the past, but He also makes
some promises for the future, es-

pecially in the case of Christ where. ...

He promises His people to be in glo-
ry with Him, to share eternity with
Him, and to be in Heaven without
any kind of sorrow O suffering.
The Christian believes that God is

- a kind of God who keeps His pro-

mises. In that sense we find quite
a few references in the New Testa-
ment which tell that Christian
hope tends to be strengthened by
reading God's Word because promises
for the future will eventually come
to pass., We find that Christian
hope tends to be very closely vre-
If we have
faith then we have also confidence
in the future, so hope is looked u-
pon as faith related to future. Ve
find also that hope 1is related to
love. The things that Christians
hope for are not things they <hope
only for themselves, They also try
to share their hope with others.
So it is primarily a kind of joint
hope. And this Iind of hope is not
a function of a person's temperament,
be it optimistic or pessinistic,
and is not related to circumstances.
This hope can be maintained, even
when things go bad, even if perse-
cuted or misunderstood, for this
hope is based on something more e-
ternal than temporary circumstances.,



- Christina Wang -

Like most of the overseas Chinese
students in Canada, I spent the early
part of my life in Hong Kong. My par-
ents arenot religious people, yet they
sent me toaCatholic school ever since
I started my primary education. After
receiving some thirteen years of bibli-
cal instruction, I was very familiar
with the Bible. I knew all the teach-
ings in my head. But because I had not
accepted Christas my personal Saviour,
those teachings did not influence my
life, An analogy to my case may be
drawn from the following. I suppose we
will agree that knowledge in a parti-
‘cular branch of science may mean much
more to +the people who engage them-
selves in research 1in that field than
"to0 those who do not, owing to the fact
that the latter have not made a commit-
ment to expound the use and development
of the knowledge. So even though the
latter may have some knowledge of that

particular branch of science, that
knowledge does not affect thelr.lives.
much, Likewise, since there was no
commitment involved on my part, the
teachings of the Bible were only stored
as my head knowledge.

My life had beena very smooth and
easy one with no major frustrations,
and depressions, I used to be among
the top ones in my class. I had quite
a number of dear friends. I was happy.
Yet at the same time, I sensed that
there was still something lacking in
me, Last year I came to Winnipeg for
my first year of university study. My
brother had come to this place one year
before I did., It was here that he ac-
cepted Christ. At the time I arrived
here, he was involving in the new stud-
ent reception work, I observed the way
he helped the new students. Time and
again he put others' interest before
his own and I was really attracted Dby
his new personality. There was so much
joy and abundance in him that I 7 "told
myself I wanted to bPe as joyful and
helpful as he was, On several occasions
he shared the gospel with me so that
I began +to understand more about the
abundant and eternal life that Jesus
was offering to each one of us., One
night in September, he shared with me
that in the past he too had been search-
ing for something deeper in life. He
had attempted to find the solution in
science and philosophy, yet these failed
to give him a satisfying answer, He had
come to accept Jesus as his Saviour
through a Christian who shared with him
what he was sharing with me then., He
showed me form the Bible that we were
all sinners and that Jesus could free
us from this bondage of sin if we asked
Him to be our personal Saviour. In
addition, Jesus was offering us abundant
life in this world and eternal life in
the world to come, He quoted the Bible,
"I came that they may have 1life, and
have it abundantly"(John 10:10), and
"Por God so loved the worid that he gave
his only Son, that whoever believes in

-6 -



him should not perish tut have etermal
life," (John 3:16) I took the step
by faith that night and said a prayer
to Jesus, confessing my sins and asking
Him to come into my life.

At the beginning of my Christian
life, my growth to matarlty in Christ:
had been a slow one because I had put
my priority on the wrong empha51u. I
used to-admire- “scholars <& lot, Even
the thought of obtaining a  Bachclor.
degree thrilled me. I did nct know how
important a place education had in my
heart then, Lut I did spend a lot of
time in my books. On campus there were
activities like prayer meetings, fellow-
ship meetings and Bible studies in which
1 could learn more about God, yet I
neglected them all and indulged myself
ir pursuing my own ego, Sometimes when
time was pressing, I even sacrificed my
time of praying to God and reading the
Bible in oxder that I might have some
extra hours for studying. I was just
too blind to go before God and entrust
everything into His hand,

But Godwas always so patient with
ne. Not unoften, the following ques-
tions kept revolving in my head: "What
is your hope? Is getting a degrse all
that you hope for? What will happen
after you have got your degree? You
will start looking around for a Jjob.
Suppose you will get a good job, what
171ll be your next immediate need then?"
As time passed, I came to realize that
my desires were many. They would keep
coming one after another. I told my-
self, "Surely these cannot be my goal
in life because they won't last, They
will all pass awayas I tco have to pass

way." God spoke to me through John
6:27, It says, "Do not labour for the
food which perishes, but for the food
which endures to eternal life, which the
Son of man will give to you." To me,
the word food here meant the goal of my
labour. It challenged me to think more
about the question of immortality. And
Jesus was tellingmenot to setmy heart
on naterial things, but rather +to put
ny priority on things that had more
etornal values, Thus life's reality

~

‘which is another woxrd for life,

dained on me and a new perspective, a
new goal and a new meaning for life a~
merged. To have fellowship with Christ,
to learn mcre about Him, to become like
Christ and to introduce Him to non-
believers so that they too may have
eternal 1ife became my objectives in
life. Since then I sensed -a deep joy
and peace indwelled within me. The
amazing thing is they are lasting. My
joy 4is not emotional in nature, not
something on the suxface, but something
from deep within despite circumstances.
Day oy day I can sense Jesus ¢ changing
my life. I entrust into His hand my
worries and anxieties, big and small,
becausz I know He cares for me and He
is the God of sovereiznty. I can ex-
perience abundant lif'e as Christ prom-
ises in John 10:10 and at the same time
I have the assurance of eternal 1life
from Jonn 3:16, Let me end here by
quoting a little passage from a book.
"How many things in the world deserve
our loyalty? Very few indeed. I think
one should be loyal to immortality,
a strong
One nust be +true to
It is

our

-er word for it.
immortality -- true to Christi"
God. and God alone who deserves

1oyalty.{:::

RENEWAL

Dear readexs,

Ve would like to inform you that
we are updating The Fountain mailing
list., If you have been receiving the
regazine  befors  January 1, 1974,
and would like to continue receiving it,
please kindly fill in the form that we
mailed you and return to us as soon as
possible, Also please feel free tosend
us any new regquests for your friends,

-Circulation
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I stretched my body
Over the world

I embraced it

In my bosom

I wept
For the world —
for its graceful gracelessnes

for its — .
beauty
ugliness

for its —
agony

I dropped into the ground
Buried

As a grain of wheat

But no fruit came forth

I could not

I could not

All

Was still

Except for

The resounding note

Of a cosmic cry
Desperate

Suppressed for centuries
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Then a distant tinkling voice I hearc
Small )
Penetrating v

That seemed to come from

The old wooden tree’

On that hill

On that hill

"T dropped into the ground
Buried
. As a grain of wheat

I have brought forth
- frult .

much fruit
My life I laid down
For the ransom of many.
My life I laid down
For the ransom.

of many"

I stretch my body
Over the world

I embrace it

In ny bosom

I weep
For the world —
for its ignorance
arrogance
for ‘its —
stubbornness
for its —
tragic pride
for its —

agony
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Standing under the glare of spot-
lights on his balcony in 1936, Benito
Mussolini spoke with a booming voice
that reached the ears of 400,000 people
in the square below,

"Blackshirts of +the revolution,
Italian men and women, hear me., Italy
has at last her Empire -- a Facist Em-
pire. Vill you be worthy of it?"

The crowd answered witha roar and
hilariously hailed him as "Duce, Duce
(Leader)i”

"He's like a god," one of his of-
ficers commented.

"He is a god," interjected another.

In view of +thc economic crisis
during the Great Depression and the
failure of the former liberal-democrat-
ic government, Hussolini seemed to Dbe
the saviour of his nation. Proclaiming
that his ambition was to make the Ital-
ians "strong, prosperous, great and
free", he built new bridges and roads
and drained waterlogged swamps to give
rise to 3,000 farms. The people adored
hin sc much that a cult was growing a-
round him. Yet, few people knew that
beneath the mask of the dictator, there
was a deep sense of inferiority. To
acknowledge defeat was +the  thing he
feared most of all. Invoking extreme
nationalism, Mussolini declared +that
the state had to expand in oxrder to
manifest its vitality. That menat mil-
itarism, imperialism and war. Therefore
when his aggressive ally, Adolf Hitler,
was setting the world aflame with war,
Mussolini refused to hold back even
though Italy was not militarily well-
equipped. This proved to be disastrous

and eventually led to the downfall of
both him and Hitler. Mussolini was de-
posed in 1943, Later, after he was ex-
ecuted by the communist Partisan, the
people poured out their hatred on the
corpse by steppingonit., A woman fired
five shots into his dead body, one for
each of the sons she had lost in the
Duce's war, What a contrast with the
scene several years ago! The people
had set their hopes upon their one-time
idol, but he let them down and brought
them into deeper waters than before.

However, that was not the first
time that such things happened, nor was
it the last time., History just repeats
itself, Whenever the existing govern-
ment becomes corrupt and incapable of
saving the nation from poverty and war,
the people will flock to anyone who is
a strong leader and who promises them
peace and order. They will even support
dictatorship for that reason., Besides
Mussolini, the same happened for Napo-
leon and Hitler, just to name a few,
At first, these despots did scem to
have achieved something for the people
and they gained popular support. The
Code Napoleon became the new basis of
law in most portions of Europe and mil-
lions gathered under Nazi's banner
during the 1930's. But, at some point
or other, the despots' actions changed
course, They were more and more domi-
nated by their crave for power and the
urge to expand their ideologies. 1In
the case of Hitler, that inevitably led
to the inhuman treatment of the Jews
and to the catastrophe of the Second
World War.

- 10 -~



Some people know that it is dan-
gerous to trust in one person because
he may be subjective and his actions
nay be unpredictable. They prefer to
put their hope in an organization whose
concern is for the people and the world.,
But it is sad to say that an organiza-
tion is still composed of people, and
its actions will always reflect the
ambitions of its members. What is more,

the strifes between its members will -

certainly weaken lts structurs and hin-
dexr it from carrying out its good-willed
ains,

The explosion of World War II
shattered people's hope in the League
of Mations. The purpose of the League
of Nations had been +to prevent war,
and it had héld that if all countries
acted together against any violator of
peace, the violator would be defeated.
But it failed because every member
nation was pursuing its own aims and
stayed out of any dispute except when
its own interests were threatened, So
when the United Nations was formed, its
underlying intention was not so much
to prevent war as to serve as-an in-
strument to enable the two ."super-pow-
ers" (the U.S., and the U.S.S.R.) to
maintain world order. Yet before long,
the fear of Soviet Communist expansion
in Burope brought into existence a
twelve-nation military alliance -- the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization,
These nations pledged that an attack
against any one of them would be' con-
sidered as an attack against them all,
and that they would pool their resouxrces
for collective defence. This was met
with such enthusiasm that +the NATO
Defence College was founded to +train
people to serve in NATO. Also Article
I of the constitution says,

"The Parties undertake, as set
forth in charter of the UN, to
settle any international dis-
pute in which they may be in-
volved by peaceful means in
such a manner that interna-
tional peace and security and
Jjustice are not endangered and
to refrain in +their interna-
tional relations . from the
threat or use of force in any

.30 wnat is the

manner inconsistent with the
purposes of the UN."

But soon, Jjust like the League of Na-
tions, each country of NHATO wanted +to
go its own way without any interference
from other powers. Recently, NATO was
shocked to s3ee +two of its members,
Greece and Turkey, fighting over Cyprus,
This was climaxed with Greece's with-
drawal of its military forces from
NATO's integrated command, The reason
given by Premier Caramanlis was that
"NATO is dispensable, It used us, but
when we needed it, it closed its cyes."
This action has resulted in a hole in
NATO's southeastern defence against
the Soviet Union and defeats the pur-
pose of the organization.

Since even organised efforts have
their drawbacks, some people think that
it is most reliable to put their hope
in their own 1ideals or philosovhies,
instead of in other people, They nay
set wealth or knowledge or prestige as
their goal, but they have toadmit that
the meaning of life is more than having
these, Even Loxd Byron,in the peak of
his career, wrote that "my 1life is but
a yellow leaf". ZFKetween the fifteenth
and the saventeenth century was the Age
of Renaissance, the central core of
which was the upsurge of humanism, The
most important belief was that "man is
capable, guided solely by the light of
reason and oxperience, of perfecting
the good 1life on earth", Humanists

were sure,that; given enough time, uto-

pla would be materialized., But during
the course of the twentieth century,
especially after the two World Wars,
the Humanist creed has been badly shak-

.en, In fact, the inherent weakness of

humanisn was admitted in a symposium
on Objections to Humanism by H.J.Black-
han, director of the British Humanist
Association., In Blackham'’s opinion,
hwranism is a religion 1without God,
Therefore man is his own creator and
has tc create hls own moral standards
and goals, vhether he likes it or not.
The only sure thing in life is death.
point of it all? How- -
ever, lir, Blackham says that although
the world is vultimately pointless, we
should make the vest of a bad job. Life
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has no other meaning than that which
Wwe ourselves give, and 1ife has no other
end out death. To him it may sound
‘heroic, Nevertheless, thers is a con-
notation of hopelessness.,

Another ophilosorher, Niestszsche,
believed that the will is the princilple
of existence, Starting {rom the premiss
.that "God is dead", he held that man
must use his o will to decide what
is ‘right and what is wrong and to over-
come his own passions, His doctrine
of will +c power was reflected in his
writings, ’

"WTho czn attain Lz anything

great if he does not feel in
himseli the force and will to
inflict great pair? .... Not
tn perish from internal dis-~
tress ard doubt when ons in-
flicts .great suffering and
hears +the cry of it --- that
is ‘great, that beiongs tc
greatness,”
YJowever, he soom found that his will
power was graduzlly succumbing to the
ilinesses which had been haunting him
since his early life., In the midst of
agoay, he wrote +to his good friend,
Professor Qverbeck,
"I am on ths verge of despair.
Suffering is crushing my life
and my will, ..... I hoped

“that yesterday wouid.be ny

last day -- hoped in vain,"..

n‘,

-
OJ

Ix 79 he wrote to his publlshor, Tee
ﬁh eis }ard¢v anfhopele*t My suf-
ferivgs have heen too great, too per-
sistent," Edrl, in 1389 Nietzsche be-
came insane, and remained in mental

.darimess until his death,

We all know that without hope,
iife is not worth living at all. How-
ever, the hope founded on a human being

'Pan.orvanluatlon or a philosophy only
proves +to he an illusion. There is
.1tothing wrong wit h+he hope itself, but

.it has been placed on the wroag object.

And man has his inherent sirnful nature
and  waaknesses, Although his initial
ispirations are  Jjustifiable and are
anb to be good, they are bound to be
ubject to ~corruption, deterioration,
nd failure. This is where Chris-
ian hope is different, Christians

*3 9’ .
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base their hope on a living and loving
God who never changes, It is not a
self-deception because God has proved
Himse=lf +tc us by what He has donre in
the past. The death of Jesus Christ on
the cross had showm that Christ loved
us and had paid the ranscm for cur sins,
so that e can have the hope of salva-
tion. By His resurrection, we can be

- sure tﬁat He i3 living ard that one day
.when He comes again;. wetoo will be res-
urrected to etexrnal glory. Ve do nct

have to fear death because Christ hzs
conquered it for us, Vnhat is more,
when vie know God cares foruvs and hno a
plan for each of us, life will take on
meaning, Therefore, Christian hope
is both fer nerw and eierriiy. It cilows
our perspectives to be set at a deeper
level, It enables us to ‘count every-

thing as loss because of the surpassing
worth of Mmowing Jesus Chrisi'.(Phil,

3:8), and toseek the things above (for
exanple, love, humility, patience)}, in-
stead.oflmaking us plunge into hot pur-
sult of things ir this worxld; with all
their transient joys. Settling our
hope on a loving God, we& can endure
sufferings and hardships cheerfully be-
cause we: know that He will work every--

thing together for good for those who
love Him (Rom. 8:28). Counting on His
faithfulness, we have  the assurance
that our hope will not disappoint us.

"Hay the God of hope fill you with
. all joyand peace in belisving, so that
‘oy the power ¢f the Holy Spirit you may
~ abound. in hore. (Ron 15.13) []

Nur budget for : buying the offset
printing machine for The Fountain is
8,000 Canadian dollars., UptoSeptember
22, 1974, we have received offerings of
about $4,400 from orothers and sister

e trust that Cod will provide fer our
need, We also need continued prayer
suppert from brothers and sisters in

this metter.
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BECAUSIE

Many people question the intel-
ligence of the ones who believe "there
is a land that is fairer +than day".
They believe that life is but an acci-
dental occurrence, an occurrence which
happens and needs no further pursuit
for its meanings. And life ends when a
person dies, There is no such thing as

tion of being in Heaven oxr in Hell,

But Christians assert that there

is the next 1life., It is a glorious
and joyful existence for those who be-
lieve inChrist. The Apostle Paul says,
"If in this 1life only we haw hope in

Christ, we are of all men most miser-
able,”" The question boils down to what
the basis of Christian hope is, or
in another word, whether Christian
hope is justified.

Christian hope 3is based on the
promise of Jesus Christ. He says, "I
go to prepare a place for you,...I will
come again, and receive you unto my-
self; that wher I am, there ye may be
also," If Christ is trustworthy, His
promise is-trustworthy, and the Chris-
tians are in their right mind., This

. of Jesus from His birth,
life after death, let alone the ques- -

)

M

- Chris -~

would then lead to what Christ's cre-
dential is and ultimately to whoHe is,

It is not difficult to establish
that Jesus Christ as a person did exist
in history. Various writings testify
to this, The four Gospels of the New
Testament collectively record the life
Josephus, a
Jewish historian who lived in the first
century and whose writings are regarded
as authoritative, made references to6-
John the Baptist, to James the brother
of Jesus, and to Jesus Himself. One
may also find references to Jesus in
the Mishna or oral law, compiled be~ '
tween 100 B.C. and A.D.200, and in the
Gemara or comments of the Rabbis, com-
piled Dbetween A,D,200 and 500, Even
the birthdate of Jesus could be traced.
Most authorities put the date between
6 B,C, to 3 B.C, Indeed, no serious
scholar can doubt the historicity of
Jesus,

Even the non~Christians who have
read about the character of Jesus
Christ in the Bible would concede that
Jesus was a man who.led a noble 1life,
He was. a great moral +teacher and He
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lived up to Kis own teachings. Many a
time, His enemies tried to find fault

with -Him tut failed. "I find in Him

no fault at all" ;s the final ver-
dict of Pontius Filate, the judge who

presided over the trial of Jesus. It

was extremely inconsistent for Jesus

to tell a lie about His own identity.
"I and my Father are one,”" He profess-
ed that He was God.

One may point out that Jesus
might not be in His right mind when He
saidHe was God. He might have honest-
ly believed He was God when in fact He
was not., He was insane, in ancther
word. 3But we could see He was a well
balanced person with great polsc and
inner strength even under extreme pres-
sures. When He was arrested and cru-
cified, there was not a trace of sign
or synmpton indicative of a psychiatric
problen in Him., He was strong till
death. In Hic dying breath He cried
out with great compassion, "Father,
forgive then; for they, know .notiwhat
they do." It is hard to imagine that
a lunatic could have acted as He had
done. He was no lunatic,

- If Jesus did not tell a lie about
His own identity, if He was not insane,
He had to be God.

The final and decisive proof of
Jesus® deity was the fact that He res-

urrected from dcath.on +the thirt lay-

after His crucifixion., Many scholuaxs
had studied the resurrection as a his-
toric event. Some rejected it as his-
torical truth mainly because resurrec-
tion was a miracle and ‘intelligent
minds' in the +twentieth century would
not accept miracles as being possible.
However, the assumption that miracles
are impossible is itself i wijustifi-
ed and close-minded one, In the pres-
ence of such a prejudice, nof:ct could
be convincing.,

However, others approached the
provlem of resurrection with an open
mind, and they discovered the deity of
Jesue Christ., One well known cxampte
is Frank Morrison who was a British
lawyer. He challenged the evidences
for resurrection. He examined first-
hand materials concerning the event
and concentrated on the 1last seven
days ofJesus® life. Ke came away con-
vinced that Jesus had resurrected from
the dead and that Jesus is God.

Christian hope is thus based on
the trustworthiness of God. God has
promised eternal life to all those who
believe in His name. "Hedaven and earth .

shall pass away, butmy words shall not

pass away." His words will remain even
vhen the sun grows cold. Let us exam-
ine His words and act accordingly. [:]

+ "14th CANAD) CHINESE CHRISTIAN YOUTH WINTER CONFEREHNCE

Date:; December 23-28, 1974 Place; Banff Centre, Banff, Alberta
Thene: Vision Mission - Speakers: Rev. Philip ieng, Rev. Moses Chow
Special Talks: Discipleship Free Will of Men
Apologetics Marriage

_ Harmony ‘of Gospels Personal Evangelism
Registration: $4,00
Roon & Zoaxrd: $50.00 Scholarship fund available -
Correspondence: Mr, William Worg, 9015-152 A Ave., Edmonton, Alberta, Can.

EASTERN CANADA CHINESE CHRISTIAN YOUTH WINTER CONFERENCE 1974 (EEuCYWC 7')

Date: December 30, 1971 - January L, 1975. ..
Place: Trinity Gollege School, Port Hope, Ontario
Theme: "Once I Heard, but now I see" (Job 42:5)
Speakers: Rev, Hoses Chow, Rev. Thomas Wang
dontact: Planning Canmittee, P.0. Box 781,'Uaterloo, Ontarlo, Canada N2J 402
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