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A wave “of relief mingled with.

nostalgia swept over me assthe=last

examination ended. It may be the last -

evanination in my academic life.

As T watched the wind forcefully
biowing awey some spring clouds in the
sly, I thousht of how .time had . .mexrci-
lessly pushed me headlong into aduli-
hood. It seemed as if it were only
vesterday when I first stepped into
the University of lianitoba compus, full
of hope and ambition, and longing for
the realization of my dreams. .

Yhen I rummeged through my old
dizries, T could not help but marvel
at nyself., Three years ago, I was en-
ergetic and full of aspirations., I
did not know a single soul arcund me
on campus, and yet I had confidence in
myself, I knew I would love it here.
T imew I would work hard and get z de-
rree 50 that everyone would both be
proud of me and be.shosKestthat I could
be so fantastic. Most of 211, T was
confident that T would find all the an-
swers to my questions of life here.

I remenber how I was that sumne
-- 2 graduate from high school who wa
unexpectedly depressed about life. I
was the student with the highest grade

AW

among all the graduates. .Tcachm=rs:weee
nice and kird to me; bursaries and
scholarships were given; and yet in
spite of 211 those, I asled nyself,

"inat is 1ife ail about? How should I

spend the rest of ny life sc that when
death stares me in the face, I wouldn't
rogret anything or fsel soxrry about
ary part of my life? How far should I
carry out my xesponsibilities to my
scciety andmy country? How can I solve
tho problems within my own home, among
my friends, within the society, and in
the werld? And why is it that there is
such an emptiness in my soul? How could.
I £111 this emptiness? Why do I feel
so lonesome?" 1In fact, I was thinxing
about these questions so nuch that I
drove myself to o state of frenzy and

despondency. But then hope came. I

knew I would find all my answers in the
University. I knew I would be happy.

The first couple of months of
University 1life was an eatizely new
experience to me, I did not expect,
nor had T ever dreanmt oif being in the
state I was in. I remember Ionce wrote
to a fermer teacher, saying that I
f2it I had made a mistake in coming to



University., I felt I was nothing here,
I spent almost all the waking hours of
my days on stuffing chemistry, physics
and biology into my degenerating brain
-~ but all for futility., Indeed, life
seemed so futile that I wondered why I
was still struggling so hard, Was it
just to indicate to the world and to
nyself that I was still the master of
my life, that I would make something
useful out of myself, and that I would
succeed?

When my first year at the Univer-
sity was over and my grades were known,
I felt both exhausted and bitter --
bitter that this world was so competi-
tive and I was pushed behind, and bit-
ter that I had poor grades even though
I worked hard, Then a different kind
of sensation came, It was not depres-
sion, It was something worse, It seem-
ed as if there wasn't anything to hope
and live for,

That summer, He came along., It
may be more accurate to say that He had
been there all the while, only that I
had deliberately pushed Him aside. I
was offended whenever people tried to
sell me Jesus Christ, I thought they
were hypocrites, and I did not want to
make mnyself a fool by going to church
and giving my money away for them to
revel in, Oh, I knew a lot of stories
about Christ, I hed gone to a religious
school when I was younger, But at the
moment, I was not interested in going
to church, I wanted to live my 1life
my way!

Nevertheless, He came somehow at
the time when I felt the whole world
Wwas against me, and I was alone in a
hollow and chilly world of my own. He
was there beside me, He wanted to show
me a better world and a better life,
And if I would care only to glimpse at
it, He would lead me to it. I thought
that I would +try it Jjust once, and no
more, Anyway, I had nothing to lose.

During the second year, I was much
less anxious about my studies., I still
cared about my grades, but I tried to
get myself interested in the subjects

rather than to beat my way to the top.
I enjoyed myself, I had new friends
and new experiences, but the most pre-
cious experience was my acquaintance
with Christ.

I am not the type of person who
is easily persuaded by anything anybody
says. Whenever I heard something new
about this man and God -- Jesus Christ,
I went poking around to find out the
truth, I came, very slowly and pains-
takingly, to know this person, Christ
Jesus, He did not become a casual
friend whom I went to see on Sundays
or in prayer meetings, but became a
very close friend with whomI shared my
thoughts and my daily life, It was not
easy at first. There was always the
feeling of invasion that I did not like,
I just turned to Him whenever I was in
trouble, But as I tried harder to know
Him, as I began to spend more time
with Him, and as I learned to be truly
sincere and honest with Him, revealing
to Him the ugly as well as the fond
part of myself, I found a kind of rapt
joy and tranquility enveloping my be-
ing., A bond of friendship grew stead-
ily.

When the second year was over, my
grades improved greatly, Yet I had
spent only half as much of the time I
spent in first year, and I had been
less anxious about my studies, I felt
cheerful, and no words could express
my wonder and joy.

After I had pondered, fussed and
wrestled with myself for several months,
I finally decided to be baptized. I
wanted to go on with this new life, I
wrote to my former +teacher again and
told him the joy I felt, I remember
myself sayling, "All These years of
struggle and search are all over. I
have at last found the answer I was
looking for.," I invited him to share
my new discovery and live a new life
himself,  Instead of having a closer
tie with him, I lost his <friendship,
for he could not swallow "fanatic rub-
bish". K
After my baptism, my life took a
new turn, and I found myself mraturing
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foster thor I realized..
meet new obstacles. I was,nconfrontea
with difficult 'decisions, Hardships,
pain. und alscourmgonent all seemed to
tholc ‘dowm at me within a shovt ‘time,.
The nost. nagging blemish of my life
uhca was the constant relteratlon by
sone *1nlstor ‘or brozher of the point
bhut %no whole 51g1¢zxc wnce of Chris-
tionity is in Christ's death. For I
did not seem to be able to grasp it at
all, I, kept t elling nyself that Christ
WaS now reallr suffering on the c¢ross.
Hoy . Te. His Cod—llke nature was on top
of His.m %n—llke Quﬁure, and He did not
il f el as bad as we made 1tfx>bea
be it was only. a 1ake. Wobodj could
me & straigh 1t ansver. Awobody
could convince me., '
i finally wcqt to God Hlnuelf I
told Him sincerely that I wanted to
Knpd, If that was indeed so important
in a Christian's. J.1Te, I wan-ted. to get
the truth. I-knew that I was too stu-
pid-to conprenend 1t, and ye* if Hp
ented me to kmow, He could simplify it
for me, . But:the answer did nqtrcone
for z long time. ..

On the last night of thé Ulbanu
Gonference ( a . missionary conference
hﬂlc.gx 1¢n01s, ‘December 1973), some-
one was talking.about Christ's suffer-
ing . again. I fel 1rr1tut°d because
I could not understand it. Then, as if
the .whole scene were .enacted before ny
egyes, 1 saw Christ there en the cro OSS,
with the nails piercing through His

palmsand feet: He could hardly. breathe
j;pusn_HQ was God,- Hekusvery much .hu-
man to feel the agonizing pain. Yet,
V] at I-paw was norg..than the pbysﬁcul
nmm:mewewwmmhm worture
in that;cry, :Te ther, Fauhcr, ﬁﬁv ﬁao
thou .forsaken me",: and I. heard szelf
sobblng, being - qulte ob11v1ous of the
stares and glares from my . nelgqbours.
I saw then, that.what Chrlom'bu*fered
was.nore intense tnm~tnepny51cal pain.
It . uas as if Goa, wbom He Lovea,,hgd
buaobed a Inife,into His heart., (Could
I r0931bly utmb .a knife lnuO my Te-
loved parents' hearts°) And God-has
revenled this  to me,- 51mp*1-led, 80
that I ﬁay khow tnat.even though ‘thou-~
sands of other people had been hanged

on the cross in 1like fashlon, Christ
was tho only one ou¢;er1ng tbe most
1ntensc SOYTOW thut any’ human belng
had ever ,suffereﬂ or nll ‘suffer,” He
endured the sufferings Just for this
rsbellious, st;f;—neckeacre turecall—
ed man.' B
’The uhlrd year “came ‘fo e, the

mo&t ‘memorable year of my early pll—
grlmag, I lecrned . to hdve Falmd in
Christ —- trusting and giving. Him my
all., I learned to love -~ 16 forget
about mvselj, and1x,tne ouupour of His
love in me, to heal the’ vounda of oth-
ers. I,'earned to . renemoor that He has
senm e into the world -- “£0* hearts
made hard by ha,red, to eyes thet are
blind because they will not see; 1o
blnd the brulsed ana the broken, and
to give up  all tb1p¢s, even my " life,
for His sake. T also learned that the
path I have {rod and will go on qread-
ing is notan easy one, foi ny rHew Mas~
ter who gives life Irecly +to 2ll who

ask for. it, is also a God who demands
tha ve give our lives to,:ln,l‘Hevls
& God .who promloes peace within us,
but He is also a God who aenands that
we should stir up. “the souls. of unose
intoxicated with material. pouseos1ons.
He is & God who will give us ‘all that
is in His kingdom, but who 1Lso aemands
that we walk not in the flesh oup,;n
His Spirit. He is a God who sées, com-
prehends and judges all thing s and. all
men, and it is only Lbrough al blo
relationship with Him will 2 Dyone flnd
Inowledge, wisdom, joy and neanlng 1n
111e.‘ e .
-Surely, I am 5£uQuﬁtlﬂ“

as vet I.do. not know whot I shall ‘be
hut bhese

domg nex% yec,:o. a.t th.Ls
yeavs of” experleﬂce ha e
thut God 1s' J.thful° dvﬂr_
do not Jmow. Hﬂut my 1utu:o i

(R -
1l

hlm who hold jé fatur

, feb,' UQlVGTolty “is ap j’
place to be in. BEven though I

‘did not
find satisfaction through chenistry or
01ologv,‘I havn ;ound ﬂooneth;ng far
more. 1npo*turt --the Xev. 1o 111e,
ful_lllmon t and ctg:nlpy,L”
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-Cyrenian-

In the heart of the investigation
of the Watergate scandals, one can see
the frantic search for reliable evi-
dences and the desperate effort of those
being investigated +to withhold them.
Everyone wants to find an authentic
documentation of the true facts. Eve-
ryone is concerned with the trustwor-
thiness of the witnesses and their
sworn testimonies. The fate of the
President of the United States depends
entirely uPon the verdict reached by
the Americian people after examining
the evidences which have been proven to
be authentic and reliable.

The Christian faith is an issue
that is ten thousand times more impor-
tant than the Watergate investigation.
It affects not just the politiczl fate
of a few, but the eternal destiny of
all men throughout all ages. Everyone,

-including you and me, has to come to 2
-decision when being faced with Christi-
anity and by this decisilon he has chosen
his own eternal destiny. Is Christian-
ity helievable? Are the New Testament
and other documents that teli us about
Christianity reliable? Can a rperson
reach a verdict based on these evi-
dences? Indced these are the questions
that need to be asked with a more vig-
orous and intensive effort than that
shown in a relatively minor issue such
as the Watergate, '

(1

Montgonery,J,W., History and

.,

date.

Let us take the traditional ap-
proach in our investigation of the re-
diability of the New Testament docu-
ments,  This approach is used with all
historical documents. It includes three
basic tests which are well set out by
C. Sanders, a professor of military
history. They ~aré: "bibliographical
test, internal test and external test.

(1)

A. BIPLICCRLIHIC,L TiST

As with most classical documents;
tha first manuscripts that came out of
the pen of the different authors of the

New Testament are not available. The

bibliographical test is then an exam-
ination

of the reliability of copies
cf the originals, ,

(i) Quantity of Manuscripts

A.T.Robertson, the author of the
most comprehensive grammar of New Tes-
tament Greek, wrote, "There are some
8,000 manuscripts of the Latin Vulgate
(i.e. Latin version of the Bible made
in the 4th century) and at least 1,000
for the other early versions., Add
over 4,000 Greek - manuscripts and.we

-have 13,000 manuscript copies of por-
“tions of the New Testament."(2).

In contrast to this number, there
are very few manuscripts of classics
of antigquity which are of a comparable
We will begin, to appreciate how

(Zg'lbid., p.28.
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‘wealthy the New Testament is in manu-
script attestation once we start to
study them. F.F.Bruce pointed this out
in his example: "For : Caesar's Gallic
War (composed  between 58°'and 50.B.C.)
there are several extant - manuscripts,
but only nine or ten are good, and the
oldest is some 900 years 1later than
Caesar's day."(3)
(ii) Dates of the Manuscripts

Not only does the New Testament
have good manuscript attestation in
terms of the number of extant copies,
but it is also well attested in terms
of the dates of the manuscripts. As
we have seen, a bigtime gap (900 years)
exists between the dates of the extant
manuscripts and the actual date of
Caesar's Gallic War. No such gap ex-
ists Dbetween the dates of the manu-
scripts of the New Testament and the
original writings.Some examples are:-
a, John Ryland Manuscripts

This is the oldest fragment of the
New Testament dated back as far asp,D.
130, It was found in Egypt. As it
contains portions of the Gospel of John
which was writfen around the turn of
the first century, this particular pa-
pyrus copy was circulating within 35
" to 40 years of the time the Gospel was
written.(4) The manuscripts are now
being kept in the John Ryland Library
of Manchester, England.
b. Chester Beatty Papyri

These are dated backas far as ;,D,
200, This collection contains papyrus
codices, threeof them containing major
portions of the New Testament., The pa-
pyri are located in the C,Beatty Muse-
um in Dublin.(5)
¢. Bodmer Papyrus II (A.D,150-200.)

lhls is kept:xlthe Bodmer lerary

(3) Bruce,F F., The New Testament Docu~

of World therature and contains
of the Gospel of John,(6)
d. Codex Sinaiticus (A,D.350,)

. most

This contains almost all the . New
Testamnet and over half of the .0ld
Testament. The British -government
bought this from +the Russians ~for

100,000 on Christmas Day, 1933. It
is now kept in the British Museum.(?)
e. Godex Vaticanus (4.D.325-50,)

This contains nearly the entire
Bible., It is now located in the Vati-
can Library.(8)

(iii) The Language of the Manuscripts

The earliest manuscripts were
written in Greek. Dr.Millar Burrows of
Yale University has pointed out that
the study of historical grammar based
on archaeological evidence has shown
that the Greek of the New Testament is

first century Greek. This leads to the
_conclusion that theNew Testament books

were written during the first century
(9).
(iv) The Accuracy of the Manuscrlpts
In the early days before the advent
of the printing machine, the New Testa-
ment writings were meticulously copied
by hand on scrolls and then circulated.
Many changes and errors were made, But
most of these are insignificant., With

~the discovering of more early manu-

scripts, these have been corrected and
the New Testament we have today is trans
-lated from very reliable manuscripts

B, LHTERNAL TEST

0f this second -test John W, Mont-
gomery has this to say, ".....histor=-
ical and literary scholarship continues
to follow Aristotle's dictum that the
benefit of the doubt is to be given to

the document itself, not arrogated by

a Verdict, Campus Crusade forChrist,

ments-Are They Reliable,W.B.Eerdmars
Publishing Co., 1960,p.16.

(4) Mickelsen,A.B., "Is the Text of the

" . Now"TestamentiRelisble®, article in
Howard,F, Vos, ed., Can I Trust the
Bible, Pyramid Books, 1963,p.158,

(5) McDowell,J., Ev1dence that Demands-

Inc., 1972,p.49

(6) Ibid., p.49

(7§ Ibid., p.49

58 Tbid., p.49 .

9) Mounce,R.H., "Is the New Testament
Historically Accurate", article in
Howard F., Vos, op. cit., p.176,
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the critic to himself. This means that
one nust listen to the claims of the
document under analysis, and not assume
" fraud or error wiless the autho- dis-
qualifies himself by contradictions or
lnowm factual inaccuraciess,"(10)
(1) Eyewitnesses' Accounts

Parts of the New Testament .were
written by eycewitnesses and ports wvere
recoxrds of accounte given by eyewit-
nesses. ror example, Peter (one of
the Neu Testament duthoro) wrote, "For
Cwedidnot Tollow cleverliy devised tales
when we made Iknown to you the power
and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,
but we rore eyewitnesses of His ma jes-
ty."(11) |
(ii) Ulchu71enged Accourts

. ¥, Bruce pointed out that "it
wasrmﬁ;only friendly eyewitnesses that
the early preachers had to reckon with;
there were others less well disposed
who werc alsc ~onversant with thes main
facts of the ninistry and death of
Jesus." (12)Brucealsgo pointed out: that
therc was the confident appeal by the
ilew Testament authors to the knowledge
of the hearers, The Apostles not only
said, "Ve are witnesses of these
things," but also, "As you yourselves
also know,"(13) Had.there:bcen any ten-

dency to depart from:.the facts; the
hostile witnesses would not have been
silent,

(iii) Accurate Proven Accounts

Here we shall concentrate on Luke
vho stands out cmong the New Testament
writers as a mnmeticulous and careful
uriter, His two works are the Gospel
of Luke and the Acts of the Apostles,
In the prologue to his gospel Tuke
calls attention to the reliability of
his accounts as a result of much re-
search in the original sources, Ncte,
for example, the details given in his
prc*aco to the account of John the

(10) hontgomerv,J W., op. olt., p.29.
(11; IT Peter 1:16.
(12) Bruce,F.F., op., cit., p.46.

(13) Acts 2:22, (14) Luke 3:i-2,

Baptlot~
"Jow in the flfteenth year of the -
reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius
Pilate Dbeing governor of Judaea, and
Hercd bsing tetiarch of Galilee, and
his brother Philip tetrarch of Ituraea
and of the region of Trachonitis, and
Lysanias the tetrarch of Abilene."(14)
Dr. Robert H, Hounce says, "Now
any writer who goes to such length to
root his narretive in the historical
setting is simply inviting thecritic to
exanine the accuracy of his record.”(15)
' Critics considered the reforence
to Lysanias as an error in Luke's ac-
count which places the year of Lysani-
as' reign at A.D.27, But Lysanias was
supposed to have been put to death by
Mark Antony in 36 B.C., according to
history. However, we now have an in-
seription from Abila (near Damascus)
which tells of 'Lysanias the tetrarch!
in the period of history dated A.D. 14
and 29, the very +time indicated by
Luke, (16)

C. EYTERNAL TEST .
The basic question asked in this

test is: Do other historical documents

confirm or deny the internal testimony
provided by thé documents in question?
(1) Jewish Vritings
a, The Rabbinical Vritings

After Jerusalem fell in A, D.(O,
some Pharisees started +to codify a
great body of case-laws handed dowm
orally. This whole code of religious
Jurisprudence thus compiled and com-
pleted in.about 4.D. 200 is lmowvn as the
Mishnah,(17) And the Talmud, commen-
taries on the Mishuah, was conpleted
in about A.D.300.(18) There are some
references to Chrlstlanlty, 2ll of
which are hostile, in these two writ-
ings. But these.references do at least
shou that there is not the slightest

(15) Mounce,R H., op. cit.; p.178-9

~ (16) Tbid., p.184,

(17; Bruce,F.F., op. 01t., PP-lOO-l
Ibla., pp.100-1., .. o




doubt of the historical character of
Jesus.(19)
b. Josephus® HUritings

The classic work of a Jewish his-
torian, Josephus, who 1lived from A.D.
37 to after A.D.100, must be mentioned.
The two major works that he did were:
The Antiquities of the Jews and The
Wars of the Jews. Though there are
inaccuracies anc discrepancies in some
of his accounts when compared with the
Scriptures, the important point is that
the general outline of Josephus' ac-
counts ' closely parallels that of the
Bible,

The most significant passage is
found in The Antiguities of the Jews
AVIIT, iii, 3:-

"Now, there was about this time,
Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to
call him a man, for he was a doer of
wonderful works -- a teacher of such
nen as recelve the truth with pleasure.
He drew over 4o him both many of the
Jews, and many of the Gentiles. He was
{the) Christ; and when , Pilate, at the
suggestion of the principal men amongst
us, had condemned him to the cross,
those that loved him at the first-did
not forsake him, for he appeared to
them alive again the third day, as the
divine prophets had foretold these and
ten thousand other wonderful things
concerning him, and the tribe of Chris-
tians, so named from him, are not ex-
tinct at this day."(20).

(ii) Gentile Writings .
2, I‘ha-lluu

The first Gentile wrlter who cou-
cerns us is Thallus who wrote at about
A.D.52, He tried to explain away the
darkness over the sky during the cru-
cifixion by an eclipse of +the sun.
However, the writings of Thallus have
disappeared and we know them only in
fragments cited by later writers.(21)
b. Cornelius Tacitus

He was a Roman historian born in
the period A.D.52-5. Writing in +the
reilgn of Emperor Hero, he alludes to
the death of Christ and to the exis-
tence of Chrlstlans in Romp.(Zc\

(19) Bruce,P P., op. 01t., pn.iOO—i
(20) Josephus,F., (trenslated by W.Whis-

ton) Josephus-Complete Works,
Kregel Publications, 1950, p.379.
(21) Bruce,F.F., op. cit., p.113.

. troublesome sect of

c. Plinus Secundug (Tliny the Younger)
in A.D.112, he, as the governor
of Bithynia in Asis ¥inor, wrotea let-
ter to the Roman Emperor, Trojan, ask-
ing for advice on how to deal with the
Christians who
Wwere embarrassingly numerous in his
province.(23) Here is what he wrote:-
"They were in the habit of meeting
on a certain fixed day before it was
light, when they sang an anthem to
Christ as God, and bound themselves by
a solemn oath not to commit any wicked
deed..."
d. Justin Martyr

About A.D.150, he, addressing his
'Defence of Christianity' to the Em-
peror Antonius Pius, ceferred the Em-
peror to Pilate's report, which Justin
supposed must have been preserved in
the imperial archives. He says, "But
the words, 'They pierced my hands and
my feet' area description .of the nails
that were firved in His (J2sus') hands
and His <feet on the cross, and after
He was crucified, those who crucified
Him cast lots for His garments, and
divided them among themselves, and
that these +things were so, you may
learn from the ‘Acts' which were re-
corded under Pontius Pilate."(24)

We can cite many more examples of
the same nature from' ron-Christain
sources as well as from the writings
of the early Church fathers, They all
serve to establish beyond doubt that
the New Testament documents con pass
the external test.

CQICLUSION

What does this leave us with? I
believe that the above anaiysic, -cen
speak for itself., After reviewing che
wealth cf evidences of the reliablity
of th MNew Testomont documents, John W,
iTontgomery concludes by saying

"Waat, then, dorsthisto:ian now
about Jesus Christ? He knows, first
and foremost, that the Mew Testament
documents can be relied upon to give
an accurate portrait of Him Jesus

(222 McDowell,J. W.,'oﬁ.cit., Do 8l

(23) Bruce,F.F., op. cit., p.119.
(22 Ibid., p.115.
(25) iontgonery,J, ., op. cit., p.40.



KEUGLOUS

\E

Silvester Tam

“lit was

I was not a nice person, nor was
I an evil crook, I was baptized in a
Catholic Church only one year after my
birth, But my religious belief had no
influence on ny life, I did not behave
|well as a member of my family. Actually
I did not know how I could be good and
|why I had to be. To please my family?
{0n the other hand, my religious back-
Jground contributed tc me o sense of sin.
I was very sensitive to sin and I tried
to free myself from it. And I was very
bothered by my consistent failure a-
gainst it. But the fact remzined that
I could not overcome sin,

In addition, my mother wvas
strict on me. Iy family believed that
good for me +to go to ‘church
every Sunday morning., To others, we
night have been quite respectable. But
I Imew well myself thatI was only cov-
ered. by a nice outward appearance,
4 Whenever I had the opportunity to in-
dulge myself, I would not miss it. I
would do whatever I llked.

very

It was about two years ago when I
knew that I had the opportunity to go
abroad to study. I had been earnestly
waiting for it. It would be good for
ne to nave a different way of living,
I thought. I could not tell whether I
wes getting bored in the things around
me or I wanted to be free in a new en-
vironment.

“tthusiasm and

When I touched the ground again,

‘everything was entirely newand differ-

ent. I knew I could fly freely like a
bird just coming out of its nest and
going wherever it wanted to go. Yo one
could stop me anymore. At the same
time, I was also conscious of the pres-
sure and difficulty of being independ-
ent, I had to establish a confidence
in myself. I had to rely +totally on
myself and make my own decision in eve-
rything., That was exactly +the way of
living I had longed fori But somehow

AT started worrying about my future and

my academic work,
: It was not more than one week after
my arrival that I came intocontact with
some Christians in the city. I was be-
wildered and scared by the kind of en-
willingness they had to
help others whom they just met., It was
hard to understand how they would con-
tribute so much time, money and effort
in helping others. They had to have
some motive!l What was it? (I thought
of some bad motives.) I had better
watch them carefully,

There was something in them that
impressed me. Although I could see
some conflicts among them, they accept-




ed each other lovingly and joyfully.
They talked:to me frankly, They were
ready tc advise me as to what I should
do vhen I asked for it, I preferred
to act accordingly though carefully.
For I did not want to keep myself wor-
rying and I did not know what to do.
It was the second Saturday night.
I was invited to their Youth Fellowship
meeting, I was unwilling +to go. But
somehow I promised them to go. I did
not want +o let them down Tbecause I
appreciated -very much their help, On
‘our way, I found it very natural to
talk to them. It might be that every-

body waes squeezed 1into that 1little
"bug" -- a small Volkswagen, and was
very close to one another: During the

neeting, I could
the talk, I got bored by the speech.
Perhaps +the way the speaker  talked
bothered me, He was toos emotional, 1
had never attended that kind of meeting
before. So I did not want to go again,
The following week when their car came
to my house and honked the horn, 1 just
kept silent inside and switched off all
the lights. Peeping through the window,
I could see my Christian friend knock-
ing at the door. I did not answer it.

lwith assurance and conviction of their

not concentrate  on|

for comforting my conscience

"I had come to Canada, even that rela-

Even so, I was still invited again and
again, At last, I was sorry to reject
them too often and went te their meet-
ing once more.

After several weeks, I found myself
enjoying very much the hymn singing in
the meetings. Their singing was filled

faith, During the fellowship time and
after the meeting, thay talked freely
and boldly about the things in Cod, which
I had not.heard and thought about be-
fore. I began +to puzzle about my so-
calied "religious belief" and askmyself
questions. Why was their God so real
to them? How could their relationship
with God be so true that they were so
eager to tell others about it? What:
was the source of the love that over-
flowed in them? What made them so hum-
ble that they did not boast - of them-
selves? They cliimed that they were no
longer slaves to sin, How come they
were not bothered by sin like I was?
They said salvation was by the grace of
God who sent His Son to die on the
cross foriour sin. But I thought that
we could £ind favour before God by our
good works and our salvation depended
on our being good. I needed God only
whenever
I sinned. My relationship with God had
been only one hour a week on Sunday
mornings while I was at home. But since

tionship ceased, T still had the sense
of sin, but I did not feel being for-
given and cured, Instead I txried to
continue to fight against my sinful na-
ture. .
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Three months later, with the help
of a Christian friend whom I knew best.
I came to solve the problems I had in
mind from God's own words -- the Bible,
The answer I found is Christ Himself,
I realized that unless Christ, the Son
of God, died for my sin, I could never
overcome sin by myself. It is by the
grace of God, not by deeds but a gift
that I could be saved and given the e-
ternal life.(Ephesians 2:89) Therefore
I had nothing to boast of, It is the
love of God thatHis Son Jesus died for
us while we were yet sinners. Relai-
ijonship with God could only becone true
through Christ, His beloved Son. The
love of God dawmed on me, I invited
Christ into my life.

Ily realization of God's love was

-1them on

backed up by an experience which I here
recorded as it was. As a foreign stu-
dent, I was very weak in English, but
it was the subject I had to pass., Evenj
though I had tried my best in doing my
assignments, I did not get a passing
grade in any one of my essays since the
beginning of the term. I was almost in
despair for I was going to fail +that
subject and had to repeat the whole year
if I did not improve my English. Then
something incredible and rather dramatic
happened in my last two essays. They
helped to bring my grade of the term up
to better than average. I wrote one of
"My Religious Belief". The
grade of that essay turned out.to be
almost the highest in the class. I re-
member I had prayed for the subject day
after day. God answers prayers as He
Himself has promised in the Bible. The
experience confirmed my faith in Him,
It was so unbelievable that even I my-
self could hardly accept it if someone
shared the same with me. But it happen-
ed. Icansee that one could hardly un-
derstand and accept what God is doing
for us in our lives and His great love
for man, unless one has a relationship
with God through Christ His beloved Sons

I was full of thanksgiving. On a
Saturday night Fellowship meeting, the
speaker asked if anyone would raise a
hand for Christ., I was reminded once
again of my relationship with Him. By
His power I was no longer a slave to
sin. I raised up my hand and publicly
acknowledged Christ., Before the meet-
ing was over, I had further assurance
and conviction of my faith. "It is no
longer I wholive, but Christ who lives
in me; and the life I now live in the
flesh I live by faith in the Son of
God." (Galatians 2;20)[:]
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At last he had his things packed.

He lay down on his bed.
really unusual fora place like this to
have thunderstorm at this time of the
year., After a long snowy winter, he
had' expected to see a warm and sunny
spring, But tonight the rain was ex-
‘ceptionally heavy., He looked at his
watch, His room-mate should have
reached the airport by now, In fact
nearly all the students in the resi-
dence had gone. And tomorrow he would
be gone too. Tonight he had packed his
bags for the last time.

Outside, the raindrops were beat-
ing the window violently. He felt very
much alone.

Four years ago he came to this

It was -

. anly panacea.,

country. For the first half year he
was overwhelmed by homesickness and
loneliness, Studying was to him the
Everybody could see him
in the library day and night. Yet all
he had got was a feeling of total loss.
The God he had believed in was still
real to him. But he thought that study-
ing was what he had come here for, and
all other things were secondary.

Then one day when he was reading
the Bible, whichhe still did intermit-
tently, he came across the verse, "Seek
ye first the kingdom of God, and his
righteousness; and all these things
shall be added unto you."” It was as if
CGod was speaking tohim, The first pri-
ority should be given +o God, not to
his studies. He decided to lead a nor-
mal Christian 1life from then on. He

. . -12 -



Prayed and studied the Bible consis-
tently. He participated actively in the
student” Christian Fellowship. And he
Inew he was not joininga social organ-
ization. He was to know God more.

For a time he did enjoy staying
in the Fellowship. There were so many
brothers and sisters wnomhe could talk
to, Ee shared the Gospel with his non-
Christian friends in +the residence
2ealously. But soon he began to con-
cider move deeply the God to whom he
rad clzimed to belong. And before
long, he discovered that he was
doubting - his own faith, He felt em-
rrassed when his friends laughed at
nim, saying that it was Jjust a blind
iaith that he had plunged himself into,
He tried to convince others that his
faith-had objective grounds. But he
could not convinee himself., He studied
& great deal on the historicity of
Ghristianity. He probed into the his-
torical evidence concerning the life,
death, and resurrection of Jesus, He
read books on tne nistorical and geog-
raphical authenticity of the Bible.
To some extent h> was glad, for he saw
thit his belief could stand the acid
cest of scholarship, But deep in his
heart his doubt still grasped him. It
zeened there was still a formidable
aumber of intellectual problems await-
ing him, Why were there somuch suffer-
ings in the world, for instance? The
more his mind dwelled on the wvarious
problems, the more perplexed he became.
He stopped going to the Fellowship
meatings. On Sunday mornings when
others went tc church-he shut himself
in his room.

It was then that he thought of the
“ook of Jobin the Bible., Did that Book
not talk about the problem of suffer-
ing? He decided to devote himself to

studying the whole Book of Job thorough-
ly. As he came to the concluding part
of the Book he was virtually startled.
For God had not given any intellectu-
al answers to Job concerning Job's
suffering, Instead, God reminded Job of
the marvels of both the inanimate and
the animal world, and of His own sov-
ereignty and His mighty creating and
sustaining power, Job responded to
God's words in repentance, renouncing
human wisdom, and rejoicing in his new
insightful experience of God's charac-
ter. At:that +time as he was reading
this he:suddenly felt that he was to-
tally engulfed by God's love, and that
he had found the answer +to all his
problems, He was so moved that he did
not know what to do except to utter
Job's words in his own heart, "I had
heard about yocu before, but now I have
seen you."

He got upand walked to the window,
It was already past midnight., The re-
lentless rain kept pouring down, and
the trees, shaken by the roaring wind,
swayed as if they were dancing.

Despite the darkness outside, he
could still identify the 1little lane
on the far side of the lawn. That was
the lane he and she used towalk on to-
gether. Now everything was over. It
was Jjust 1like a dream, He would go
back to the place across thc ocean any-
Way.

Now that he graduated, what would
he do. -after he went back? Sometimes
he asked himself whether it would have
been better if he had not been a Chris-
tian, He would then have been able to
plan his future according to his own
will, Actually before he came here he
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had his own aspirations, He had dreamt
of beconinga well-to-do person, having
a respectable job and a comfortable
fanily life, But as a Christian, he
dared nct go his own way. He had tc
submit to God's guidance in every as-
vect of his life. He was to do what
God wanted him to do., His non-Chris-
tian friends did not wunderstand him
when they said that he believed in God
tecause he wanted to escape from the
issues of life through a psychological
channel, For the paradoxical fact was
that after becominga Christian, he had
been exporiencing more intense inner
strugsles when facing decisions in
life. However, he was totally con--
vinced that doing things in one's way
without Christ was not real freedon.
There was a dimension in every man's
heart which only Christ's love could
fill, Without Christ man would only
strive in vain and could never be sat-
isfied, In these few years, he had
also learnt that he should not just
accept Christ as Saviour, but should
acknowledge Christ as the master of his
life. Otherwise he was not worthy to
be the disciple of Christ. E

He felt very tired., His. head be-

gan to ache. Maybe he had been thinking
of too many +things these days. Going
back to his bed, he closed his eyes.
But a Bible verse came to his mind. He
knew it very well, "Anyone who wants to
be my follower must love me far more
than he does his own father, mother,
wife, children, brothers, or sisters--

yes, more +than his own life-~= other-
wise he cannot be my disciple,”

Then, as though thinking of some-~
thing, he xose and turned toone of his
bags. He took out a hymn book, paused
on a page, and began to sing aloud in
his coarse voice,

"When I survey the wondrous cross,
On which the Prince of glory died,
My richest g2in I count but loss,
And pour contempt on all ny pride,"

Outside, the rain was still fall-
ing., And though the wind blew furious-
ly, a small singing voice could still
be heard coming out froma lighted room
in the residence,

"
ssso0ro0000ce

Love so amagzing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, ny all,"

]
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- Hansel Wang -

Before Jesus Christ ocur Saviour
ascended into Heaven, He gave His very
last’ commandment to His disciples by
saying to them, "Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations...." The word
‘disciples' has beon rattling in my
ears and burning inmy heart ever since
- I have accepted Christ as my Saviour,
I wondered why Christ was not satis-
fied with believers, but demanded for
disciples., What is a 'disciple' ac-
tually?

If we go through the New Teotamen+
carefully, it should not be difficult
for us to answer this question. Jesus
said, "Takemy yoke upon you, and learn
from me,." So a disciple is a learner

-1

learning from our Lord. Jesus went on
to say, "For I am gentle and lowly in
heart, and you will find rest for your
souls., For mny yoke is easy, and my
burden is light." So one of the rea-
sons why we should learn from Christ
is that +this is the only way we can
have peace and rest within us. Christ
wants us to exchange our yoke and bur-
dens of . this world with His, and to
serve the Creator of the universe in-
stead of the things created.

Before we go on to examine the
terms of discipleship set down by
Christ, we should notice one very
important point. It is that Jesus never
encouraged anyone who was merely emo-
tionally stirred up to follow Him; in-
stead, He ‘'discouraged' them by con-
fronting them with harsh terms. Once
a scribe came to Him and said, "I will
follow you wherever you go." But Jesus
said to him, "Foxes have holes, and
birds of the air have nests; but the
Son of man has nowhere to lay His head."
In fact, Christ was not trying to ter-

~rify him. He just told him to sit down

and count the cost that he.was to pay
if he wanted to follow Him.

So then, what is the cost of belng
a disciple of Christ? -

A Pre-eminent love for Jesus Christ

"If any one comes to me and does
not hate his own father abd mother and
wife and children and brothers and sis-
ters, yes, and even his own life, he
cannot be my disciple." (Luke 14:26)
It is important +that we should love

-our ' parents, our wives, other members

of our families and ourselves, but
Christ demanded us to count that kind
of love as' hatred in comparison with
our love for Him. To some people, the
love for others around him may not

mean very much, but the selif-love can
hever be denled Besides, hating one's

life for Christ's sake does nct mean
sacrificing 'some or even all of our
spare time in serving Him or going to
as many Christian gatherings as we can.,
It means yielding ourselves to God to
be changed in our characters, attitudes
and behaviour., And that involves in-
ward conflict and pain,
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A Life Of Denial Of Self
"If any man would come after me,
let him deny hirself..." (Luke 9:23)
_Our Lord does not merely mean that we
have to give up some of our pleasures
and possessions, but rather, 2 complete
removal of our "selves" from our lives,

and that we will let God's will be our

will, Some things may seem all right to
us, yet they are not necessarily God‘s
will for our lives., I was greatly im-
pressed by the testimony of a brother
who has accepted Christ for only a few
.months, He told me that he had been a
student in Fine Art, but he quitted the
course after one year because he found

that the sketching of nudities tempted

him to sin in his mind, and God had
shown him that He had another plan for
his life. That is the denial of self
that Christ was talking about. Even
though he had great interest in Fine
Art and there was nothing wrong with
the course itself, he was ready to sub-
mit himself to God. "

A Life Of Continual Taking Up Of The
Cross

"Tf any man would come after me,
let him deny himself and take up his
cross daily....” The taking up of the
. cross 1is the +trodding of the .narrow
and throny way which is .adorned with
problems, difficulties and struggles.
This is exactly the way wihich we should
deliberately choose +o walk daily.
Christ did not say that we should be
satisfied with whatever path of life we
are taking, but said that we should
choose this particular one, one which
. deserves a hundred ‘no's according to
our will. ' :

A-Life Of Following Christ

"Tf any man would come after me,
let him deny himself, and take up his
cioss daily and follow me."” To follow
Christ is mnuch more than reading the
Bible, memorizing some verses everyday
and going to church every Sunday even
though these things may sound ’demand-
ing' enoughfor us, We may look at this

1follow’ term in its twofold meaning.
The first one is to follow Christ and
make Christ-likeness our ultimate goal,

" that is, to live a 1life of zeal, self

control, kindness, longsuffering, obe-
dience, and selfless service for others.
In short, wemust walkas Christ walked.
The 'second one is to go where Christ
wants us to go. Jesus once said to His
disciples, "If any one serves me, he
must follow mne; and where I am, there
shall my servant be also..." (John 12:
26) Christ does not dragusalong with
chains, He honours those who hasten
their footsteps after Him without any
delay or complaint.- How often when
the Spirit of Christ leads us to go to
2 place and wants us toact accordingly
and turns around only to find us far
behind, lingering, dling, and hesitat-

ing., So willingness, wholeheartedness,
and sensitiveness to the will of God
are essential qualities of a disciple.

A Life Of Qut+pouringLove For Our Fel-

low Christians

In Jom 13:34,35, Jesus gives a
very special instruction to His_dis-

" ciples, "A new commandment I give to

you, thatyou love one another; even as
I have loved you, that you also love
one another, by this all men will know
that you are my disciples, if you have

. love for one =another." So Christ's

disciples are characterized by their
love for one another. The ‘'love’ that
Christ was talking about is ‘agape' in
Greek which means the perfection of
love: love which is completely indepen-
dent of the qualities and possession
of the receivers. This is the love
with which Christ loves us. Christ did

not only say that He loves us, He dem-

onstrated it on the cross. (I John4:9,
10) Action and love are inseparable. How-
ever, we cannot love a person if we are
hostile to him in our hearts. Actions
and attitudes are supplementary to one
another. Love does not rejoice at
wrong but rejoices in the right. Love
bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all things."
(I Cor. 13:6,7)
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A Life Of Continuance In The Word Of
God

Jesus once saiu to the Jews who
had believed in Him, "If you continue
in my word, youaretruly my disciples.”
The word ‘continue' is translated from
the Greek word ‘meno’® whichmeans dwell,
endure, remain and stand, It is easy
for a man to start readiug the Bible,
memorizing God's word, 2nd have a
glamorous start in Christian Life.
But for him to leep on going with Christ
is. another story. Obhedience to Christ
is not in terms of ccensions,days,
months; or even years, What Christ
needs are those who would obey His word
throughout their lives,

A Life Of Fruit Bearing

, I had had 2 hard +time in undex-
standing the woxds that the Lord says
in John 15 because He had so many
thoughts and teachings inHismind that
He really wanied to say them all at
once, I made a mistake when I came to
the seventh verse and stopped there.
I took it as an assurance of prayers
being answered because Jesus says, "If
you abide in me. and my words abidc in
you, ask whatever you will, and it shall
be done for you.™ But whon I read this
over together with the verse that fol-
lows, they meant more to me. For the
Lord continues to say, "By this my Fa-
ther is glorified, that you bear much
fruit, and so prove to temy disciples,”
Jesus used the word ‘fruit® metaphori--
cally by which He meant the visible
expression of the power working inward-
ly and invisibly. It is the expression
of the invisible power of the Holy

Spirit in those who are brought into

the living union with Christ that pro-
duces the ‘'fruit cf the Spirit’ men-
tioned in Galatians 5:22,23, So what
Christ really assures us is that if we
ask Him to help us because we realize
our total inability in bearing ‘fruit’,
He would answer our prayers so that we
may be empowered +to bear fruit. And
the asking and the bearing of fruit

are not optional if we are to be 'His
disciples. :

A Life Of Forsaking All

‘ther,"

Jesus made His most unpopular
term of discipleship in Luke 14:33. He
says, "So therefore, whoever ¢f you does
not renounce all that he has cannot be my
disciple."” I believe that when Christ
said this He meant it. He wants us to
live our lives - by faith, that is, to
seek first His kingdom and His right-
eousness, and to trust God to provide
us with our needs. If we think posi-
tively, we would find that it is logi-
cal for us not to treasure those things
which cannot be kept forever anyway.

All these eight terms are no easy
ones, Ko doubt they are ‘harsh'; we
cannot achieve any of them even if we
spend all our efforts in the rest of
our lives, Once a man came to ask Je-
sus whai he should do in order to in-
herit eternal life, Jesus said to hinm,
"You know the commandments: Do not
kill, Do not commit adultery, Do not
steal, Do not bear <false witness, Do
not defraud, Honor your father and mo-
The man said, "Teacher, all
these I have - observed from my youth.,"
Then Jesus said to him, '"You lack one .
thing; go, sell what youhave, and give
to the pooz; and you will have treasure
in heaven; and come, follow me." When
the man heard this he becane exceeding-
ly sad, But Jesus said, "With men it
is impossible, but not with God; for
all things are possible with God."
Yhat a tremendous blessing! I we be-
come discouraged because of our inabil-
ity to meet the terms of discipleship, . -
we are making the same mistake that the
ruler had made., Christian life is nev-
er lived by one's own effort, It is
lived by Christ through us, by the pow-
er of God,

No one would be so foolish as to
wait unnecessarily if he discovers a
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coal mine beneath a piece of land. In- "My master, lead me to thy door,

stead, he would buy it immediately and Pierce this now willing ear once
start digging the ground. Nox would © more,

anyone be satizfied by looking 2t an Thy %tonds are freedom; let me
apple until he eats it for the sake of stay,

his 'stomach'. Likewise no one would . With thee to toil, endure, obey."
welt but say, 'Yes, Lord, plezse take

ry life,' if he really understands that H.G.C.Moule, .
he has been celied and chosen by the | Lj

grace of God.

ANNOUNCEMENT

The time is= near when our Lord jesus Christ will return, Ve feel an urgent
need tc vass on the love of God e as many and as quickly as possible. In 2 time
when man is bewildered by his own achievements in technological advancement and
has lost his sense of direction, it is our responsibility as Christians to remind
the world that there is 2 sovereign and yet loving God who yearns to accept eve-~
ry soul wnhc turns to Him, ' _

The Fountain has been inspired and sustained by the Lord to spread the Good
liews ir the past eight years. And the Lord has placed in the hearts of the co-
workers the burdern to carry out the work more effectively, After o year of pray-
ing and soul-searching, we have come to the conclusion that we could do grecter
things in the Lord. The co-workers of The Fountain have unanimously agreed to
buy an offset printing machine and the motion was passed in a meeting of all the
nembers of the Winnipeg Chinese Christian Fellowship on April 27, 1974, in which
the Loxrd has once again reminded us that a healthy Christian 1life is indispensa-
ble for effective Christian service. Thanks be to the Lordl

The change ¥from mimecgraphing to offset printing in the future will not
nean less difficulties than what. we are now encountering in the printing proce-
dure, It is in fact more demanding. But the quality of printing will greatly be
improved, Other alternatives to offset printing, for example, printing by the
commercial printer, have duly been considered. But we have been led by the Lord
to purchase an offset machine and to do the printing ourselves.

Besides the plan ts5 improve +he gquality of printing, steps are at present
being pianned and taken 1o upgrads the quality of the articles, Likewise, co-
workers for correspornding with the readers and for circulation are prepared to
cope with any increasing work load. We are fully aware of the fact that the change
from mimeographing to offset prirting is very significant and demands a greater
dedication and a deeper commitment ‘to the Lord.

The Tinancial cost of this major and significant change is estimated to be
approximately 8,000 Canadian dollars. The offsét_printing machine costs about
37,000 and 2 metal plate maker $1,000,. We have set a period of five months to
accumulete the full fund, We plan to order the machine in September 74 and  put.
it into use ot the end of the year., Please pray to the Lord that He will provide
our need for Kis own glory. Brothers and sisters whsarcnoved by theHoly Spirit to
narticipate in this project are welcomed to contribute.

The majority of the co-workers in The Fountain are students. Though we ex-
perience a change-over of personnel as in other siudent groups, theLord has been
ieeping the same vision of telling His glory and love very much alive in the
group., May the Lord search our hsaris and find us faithfull
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The Recent Surge

In the last few years there has
been a great interest i general occult
phenomena and esoteric religions in
North America, Astrology, Eastern mys-
ticism, witchcraft and Satan worship
have become the "in" things of this age.
According to one report, in 1971 there
were 10,000 full-time astrologers in
the Unlted.Statesandastrology columns
were run in 1,200 of the 1,750 daily
American newspapers. One company, Time
Pattern Reseaxrch Incorporatién- has gone
so far as to have a programmed computer
which could produce 10,000-words of
horoscope readings in two minutes! (1)
Television programs such as Bewitched
and Dark Shadows, as well as movie shows
such as Rosemary‘’s Baby and The Exorcist
are oObvious examples of the 1ncrea51ng
pcpularlty of occultism,

The Black Mass and The Black Pope
Satan worship is not a new inven--
tion., BEvidence of the "Black Mass"
which has been takenas the counterpart
of the Catholic mass dates back to
1324, when Lady Alice Kyteler of Ireland
was accused of practising witchcraft,
defiling certain holy articles and sac-
rificing animals at crossroads.(2)
The current look of Satanism first ap-
peared publicly in 1966 when the "Black
Pope", AntonSzandor LaVey, established

2) Ibid., p.66.

the Chruch'of Satan in Saﬁ Francisco,
The Church of Satan made the headlines
again in 1967 when a Satanist wedding

was held in San Francisco, The bride
was Judith Case, daughter of the prom-
inent "lawyer and Republican Party fig-
urehead Edward H, Case of New York,
Acceptance into such Satan wor-
shipping groups is far from Jbeing cas-
ual, Thereare four common requirements
for initiation into these groups., First-
ly, the initiate has to indicate that
he is joining the cult by his own free
will, Secondly, he has to make an ex-
plicit disavowal of the Christian faith,
the symbolic value of which is obvious.
This is followed by making a pact with
Satan, which usua{ly involves signing
a contract to do Satan's work for a

certain period of +time, Lastly, the
initiate receives the "witches' mark",
a permanent scar which is placed some-
where not readily visible on his body.
Such scarring is taken as the counter—
part of Christian baptism, :

gig Lyons,A,, Satan Wants You, London: Rupert Hart-Davis Lid., 1971, pp. 10-11,
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Wot All Witches Atre Satan-Worshiprers

There has been much confusion con-
cerning Satan worship and witchcraft,
In general, witches are rnot Satan wor-
shippers. They do not worship the
Devil or glory in the exaltatiorn of
evil., Witches do not TDelieve in the
Saton of Christianity. Witches cloin
to do good by utiliszing unknown epir-
itual forces, The +raditional Satan
worhsippers, however, presuppose the
exictence of Satan, although the current
atanists do not care whether Satanac-
ually exists or not, The Jlatter are
ego worhsippers and pleasure
crs, Li Jerally, the word "Satan"
ms  "adversary" or "opposer". The
ern Satvanists Lhus oppose the Bstab-
and fashion, A% times, the
between a witch and 2 Sa-
tonist moy bo d¢ifficult, and scme peo-
ple would reég.rd all Satanists as witch-
es, recognizing at the same time that
not 211l witches arz Satanists.,

ot

8' - U
«“
’..l
[¢]
%]
[
=
~<i

4]
)

2 0
Y

G

A
28
52
8>
ci-

e
[/
‘-l-

i

v}

(@]

(<3

=

(&)

=

IR

ging Trends in Satan Worship

In o rder tc understand Satan wor-
ship, it is impecrtant to distinguish
the current form from the traditional

form of Satan worshipping., According
to the traditional Satan worshippers,

Satan is on unknown spiritual force
greater than humen powers. To them, the
exisztence of Satan is just a supposi-
tion, 3atan worship in the traditional
sense may thus be viewed as a reflec-
tion of man's inner need for security
ané power, and his attempt to grasp onto
someone supposadly greater than himself.,
Yet, it is human nature to rebel against
autqorﬂ urlan powers, In order to ac-
comodnte man's rebellion against autnor-
ity in the context of his search for
security, the modern Satanists propose
a new concept of Satan. While still
beingz thought to have superhuman povers,
Satan is no longer being imagined as a
weird hermaphroditic goat-shaped fig-
ure with horns, iHc is being regarded
as ahoily, a friend anc lessasa fear-

(3) Ibids, Pili¢ ‘ ) _
(1) Wichaels,J.; The Devil is Alive and
Well and Living in America Todevy,

2
>

~..
some antisccial force, (3) Revernd John
Navone, professor of Theology atRome's
Gregorian University, is quoted as say-
int that men today "tend tc think of
him (Satan) as a fun figure, 2 type of
'Satanic playmate', rather +than the
cruelly evil figure of the Scriptures
and literature, who uses men for his

own purpose,”
Lately the Satanists hove spent

much effort in wttempting' to_ikprove:

the general public's impression of Sa-
tanism, DlSBOOluilon of Satanisn from
horrible deeds of decadence, sexual ex-—
cesses, sacrifical deathsand: mutila-
ion is vrepeatedly emphasized. This
change has diverse implications., It
will be increasingly difficult to iden-
tify who theSatan worshippers are, lr,
LaVey has once commented, "What is much
more frightening (for the general pub-
lic) is.that the nice couple next door
or that executive whom you think is Mr,
N¥ice Guy himself is the Satanist. The
kindly docter you know or the guy that
might be running the boys' club or the
local iittle league or something like
that happenc to be o Satanic priest."(%)
With tnegelmpdified“_coﬁdepts of Satan
and his worshippers, we will be forced

to reckon that the horrible deeds pre- .

viously ascribed to be the work of Sa-
tan and his followers may well be deeds
of men who are not . very different from
us., ' '
The practice of Satan worship is
also changing., Less and less emphasis
is put on the Black Mass asa principal
religious ritual, Instead, its plece
has besn tcken up by the present day
anti-war demonstrations and "love-ins"
because, according to an observer, the
Establishment which is the target for

New York; Award Books by Universal-
Awerd House, Inc., 1973, p. 20,

)



opposition is now political and not re-
ligious, (5) In addition, the infil-
tration of Eastern mysticism into the
current Satan worshipping is signifi-
cant because it may eventually bring
back the mystical spirituality into Sa-
tanism,

t is interesting to nocte the
changing attendance of Satan worship.
More and more of the educated people
are involved in various occult phenome-
na, " Such a shift is particularly re-~
markable in view of the prevalent mate-
rialistic values of our societyand the
depersonalizing advances of our twen-
tieth-century technology.

Harmful Effects of Satan Worship

While Satan worship is putting on
a less fearsome frontand has become in-
creasingly popular, itis extremely im-
portant .to realize that involvement in
Satan worship is far from being harm-
less, It can harm man both spiritually
and physically. '

The spiritual damage due to Satan
worship is horrifying. It can either be
Satanic influence ox Satanic possession,
Both of thesemay have physical manifes-
tations. 1In Satanic ' influence, Satan
exerts power over a person short of ac-
tual possession. Such influence may
vary from mild harassment to extreme
subjection when body and mind bacoms.
dominated and held in slavery by Satan.
In its less severe forms, Satanic influ-
ence comes from outside through pressure,
suggestion, and temptation., When such
pressure, suggestion and temptation are
yielded to, the result is always an in-
creased degree of Satanic ' influence.
Satanic influence mey manifest itself
as antagonism - ‘towards God, resulting

(5; Lyons, op.-cit., p.118

(6) Much of the material of this para-
graph iSctaRen from UygeT,d.F., De-
mons in the World Today, Illinois:
Tyndale House Publications, 1972,
(&th printing) chapter 6.

(7) References: Obscure Diseases of the

Brain and Disorders of the Mind

by Dr. Winslow, Demon Possession in

in open apostasy, corruption in conduct
and practice, and indulgence indefiling
lust, Severe Satanic influence drags
men down to moral depravity as the dupes
of lust and uncleaniness.,

In Satanic possession, one or more
evil spirits dwell in a person's body
as their house and take complete con-
trol of it at- times, (6) The person-
ality and consciousness of the victim
are completely "blacked out," and the
Satanic personality takes full control.
Satan thinks, speaks, and acts through
the body of the possessed, whichheab-:
solutely dominates and uses as if it
were his own, The condition of the
victim varies greatly, Sometimes it is
marked by depression and deep melancho-
ly, and sometimes by vacancy and stupid-
ity that resemble idiocy. At other
times, the victim may be ecstatic or
extremely malevolent and wildly fero-
cious. During the transition from the
normal to the abnormal state, the victim
is frequently thrown into a violent
paroxysm, often falling to the ground
unconscious, foaming at the mouth with
symptoms similar to epilepsy or hyster-
ia., Between attacks, the subject may
be healthy and may appear normal in
every way., Forafuller description of
demonomania and its distinction from
other causes of insanity, the reader is
requested. to refer to other more de-
tailed works. (7)

There are also numerous examples
of Satan-associated physical ailments
recorded in the Iew Testament of the
Bible. Such examples intlude dumbness
(8), blindness (9), insanity (10), sui-
cidal mania (11) and various other de-
fects and deformities (12). WhenSatan
was expelled from the affected indi-
vidual, the particular malady was re-
moved.,

the New Testament: Its relations --
Hisotrical, Medical and Theological
by Menzies Alexander, M, D

) Matthew 9:32-33

) Matthew 12:22,

0) Luke 8:26-36

; Mark 9:22,
Luke 13:11-17.
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Triumph Over Satan 4
‘ Anton Sgzandor LaVey, head of the

Church of Satan in San Francisco, cnce -

said, "The Satanic age started in 1966.
That is when God was proclaimed dead,
the Sexual Freedom League came into
prominence, and the hippies developed
as 2 free sex culture." What happened
in 1966 was that a group of liberal
theologians, intending to pave the way
for a concept of God more acceptable to
contemporary believers, decided to "ex-
terminate" their concept of God. When
the image of God was fading from the
human mind, Satan arrived upon the the-
ological scene openly, complete with
his own church, ©tible and priests. For
~those who choose to believe that God is
"dead" and that they do not owe the
Creator their supreme loveand loyalty,
there is nothing to keep them from dab-
bling in the occult, which is the nat-
urael expression of a lawless spirit.
Setting aside 1love for God, such men
soon abandon any concern for their fel-
lowmen and dwell in moral lawlessness.
Crime skyrockets and social evils fol-
low. Prominent social scientists have
commented that such preoccupation with
occults "is not unusual in post war
times and in war-torn countries; but
when found in peace time, it is a.re-
flection of a dangerously sick and
decaying society.

Theology.as an academic pursuit
deals with mans concept of God and as
such, it cannot deliver man from Satanic
pover. The only way to overcome Satan
is through Christ who was tempted by
Satan but did not sin. When Jesus
Christ was on this earth, He expelled
demons Himself and He also gave His
disciples authority todo the same(l13 )
When Jesus was physically nailed to 2
wooden cross, Satan thought that he

“"had at last
“Vhile

"killed" the Son of God.
Satan was rejoicing over his
victory, Jesus overcame death and tri-
umphed over Satan by His resurrection
three days after the crucifixion,

_Though the ultimate defeat of Satan is

determined, Satan still +tries to al-
ienate man from Ged. The "God is dead"
movement is but another Satanic effort
to nail Jesus Christ to a theological
cross, 1t is important to note that
in order to be freed from occult bond-
age, one has to acknowledge Christ as
one's personal Savicur and ruler of
one's life and to dissociate oneself
from all occult involvement, The pow-
er of Christ's resurrection, now as
then, is the only effective weapon a-
gainst Satan. While there is a surge
of interest in Satan worship, it is
high time that we should visit the emp-
ty tomb that once contained Jesus
Christ, thus reminding ourselves of
Christ's triumph over Satan through
His resurrection.[:] '

(13) Matthew 15:22-28,

Bibilography

Cooper, J.C., Religion in the Age of

. Aquariys, Philadephia: The Westmin-

ister press, 1971.

Lyons, A.; Satan Wants You,
Rupert Hart-Davis Ltd,, 1971.

Michaels, J., The Devil is Alive and
Well and Living in America Today , .
lNew York: Award Books by Universal-
Award House, Inc., 1973.

Unger,M.F., Demons in the World Todav,
Lth printing, Illinois:Tyndale House
Publishers, 1972.

London:

- 22 -



2
AMP
THE FOUNTAIN
P.O. BOX 1172,
WINNIPEG, MANITOBA,
R3C 2Y4
CANADA.,
A &S BELT S 21k
PLEASE PRINT b ;
PR ¥ UL ARG E R
|
E
3513 AL FrROM
gé“(—wi/% Mz,
| NAME Mrs.
Miss () Last Name ¢4, ) First Name
| ﬁ,itﬂ £k
ADDRESS
| | IR
Postal Code { “

— — — — — — — — — — — — — t— — —

'§ R 25 3CE 3F, Please use postal codes. ) Quantity §§

Fountain''"To You!

Name ;i\,\{"ﬁ%;’rz Address ;ﬁfxitﬁ Ttk £< /B, —?f—

Please put (NC) after name if he (or she) is a non- Christian.

E MR EATAR SRkt Likm 3t TRLE, =L,

For additional requests, please use another sheet of paper.

g A TR 3 IR B A,



YOUR DECISION ¥ F XA

t] 8 Date

SEX M. 17 Edueatior Univer-7. High ? Others

iz g'l 2 D ’ﬁ'l:] 1“?’ JEE sity ‘} D School ' i -ﬁrftt[:l
ﬁ/&GE 10- 20 20+ D Occupation

FE0| +z- 2kl it A

Dﬁgxm&& 197 L -F sl A e0. 52 SE bz,
I am not a Christian, but I want to know more about Jesus Christ. Please
uorrespond with me.

D\fi' AR o RBX By, AOBE RS Thig 13 St b K 09 5 3, 5 ARG,
My heart is moved after reading this magazine and I would like to receive
Jesus Christ as my Lord and Saviour. Please pray for me.

‘)U\*H/i SR AR e B 2 F 69 A BRAY A T A DA
”Ag}lf)(, 'z, bﬁ

I am a Christian. I woufljg like to dedicate my life to Jesus Christ and
trust that He has a plan for my future. Please pray for me.

[ RART A2 FA S B 0 2B - KR 2 3 oK ih
Iam a Chrlstia.n but have turned away from God. After reading this
magazine I would like to rededicate myself to the Lord. Please pray for me.

Dwi}x Cib, BEasF e A A A b RBL 2.

I am a Christian, and would like to support this work of God. Enclosed is $
FE AR AJE b
( T The Fountain, Please make cheque payable to The Fountain. )

CF OB -1 Ank.
Please send me copies of '"To You''.
P A% 4] R, A, fostdefk,

Please send me copies of The Fountain regularly.

PRI . P T sHil @A 2k QE1E

Attach address label here.

[]
] i B B an A s sk e 7e

Please stop sending me The Fountain at

I have moved. My old address is:

ag
# ‘3"7%' A MY OPINION ABOUT THE FOUNTAIN IS:




