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"Eot Ly aight, nor hy wower, but by my 3Spirii; seays the Lord of hosts.,"
(Zechariah #:5)

"ifnen Fe saw the crowds, He had comrpassicn for them, Pecause they were har-
assed and hslpless, like chesp withcut a2 shephewd., Then He said to His
digeiples, 'The harvest g vlentiful, but the laborers are few; pray
therefore the Lond 8 the harvest to send cut laborerz inic His harvest, '™
(Matihew 9:36-38)
Please do not  wreprint any Second (Clasz Hail
articls without  written
permission of the o Registration # 1651
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9T}EB DAY CHRIST D'J-.E:D eceerarabsessseeryeD e CephaS
12 WHO MOVED THEZ STGHE -~ Book Review ,....... Chris

15 THE SIGHIFICANCE OF CHRIST'S RESURRECTICN
ses0sesncrne Al Hiebert

Ve weslcoms vritten contributions both axvosi-
tory and evangellstic in nadture. Articles may in-
clude testimonies, short refiective prose, stories,
bilographies, bookx revisws, Dible studies, topical
discussions, poems, translated woris and news of
Christien sroups, Pleaze zvoid adopting a didactic
approach, The nzne and address of +the author must
accompany all contributions, Pseudonyms may be used,
but enonymous articles will not be nublished.
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“le [os Risen

For I delivered to you
as of first importance
what I also received,
That Christ died for our sins
in accordance with the scriptures,
That he was buried,
That he was raised on the third day
' u? accordance with the scriptures.

)

Now if Christ is preached as raised from the dead,
-How can some of you say

that thers is no resurrection of the dead?
If Christ has not been raised,

then our oreaching is in vain

and your faith is in vain.
If Christ has not been raised,

your faith is futile

and you ave still in your ains.
If the dead are not raised,

"Liet us eat and drink,

For ‘tomorrow

we die. "




But in fact Christ has been raised from the
Who was put tv death for our trespasses
and raised for our justification ---
the righteousness of God through faith in
for all who belizve,
So that
as Christ was raised from the dead
by the glory of the Father,
We too
m1gh‘?‘ walk; in newness of life,

There is therefore
now no condemnation for those
who are in Christ Jesus.

If the Spirit of him
who raised Jesus from the dead
dwells in you,

He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead
will give life to your mortal bodies
also through his Spirit
whlcn dwells in you..

Blessed be the God aand Father
of pur Lord Jesus Christ! :

By his great mercy

- we ‘have been born anew
to a living hope

dead,

Jesus Christ

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

Corinthians 15:3,4

Corinthians 15:;12,14,17,32 = -
Corinthians 15:20; Romans 4:25, 3:22, 6:4
Romans 8:1,11

1 Peter 1:3 -
2=
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The first Baster morning. It was

B T e S U P A A, Ceia eeie e seen

But very early on Sunday morning
they (ilary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the
mother of "James, and several others)
found that the huge stone covering the
entrance had been rolled asids. Sc
they went in -- but the Lord Jesus’
body was gone.

They stood there puzzled, trying
to think what couid have happened to
it. Suddenly two men appesred before
them, clothed in shining xrobes so
bright their eyes were dazzled. The
vomen wWere terrified and bowed low be-
fore them.

Then the men asked, "Why are you
looking in a tomb for someone who is
alive? He isn't here! He has come
back to life again!'(1)

(1) Luke 24:1-6 (The Living Bible)

a morning not unlike other mornings.
The women were on their way to Jesus®
tomb. But, unknown +to +them, only a
little while ago, there had been an
earthquake, and an angel of the Lord
had. rolled aside the stone of the tomb
and the pguards had fainted from fear,

In an age when the main concerns
are the energy crisis and the pollution

Provleéi,” what relevance does the rés= """

urrection which happened so long ago
have? And after all, did Jesus really
rise from the dead? Let us take an ob-
jective look into these two questions.

A, Did Jesus really rise from the dead?

Down through the ages, sceptics
and atheists have been trying to come
up with theories to explain away the
fact of the resurrection. Some :8aid
it is a lie. Others tried to dismiss
it as being a myth. Still others ex~
plained it in +terms of hallucination
or -theft or the swoon theory., Are these
explanations plausible?

Is the resurrection a myth?

Some people have ventured to the-
orize a mythical origin of Christ’s

. resurrection by. trying to draw a paral-

e e it T
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iel petwsen Lholst and various nyithi-

cal figures of pagan <vreligions of the
day. Howaver, B.W. Yamauchl, associate

professor of history at Miami Univer-
sity, Ccane to the coanclusion that the
parallels are too superficial. Unlike
the pagan noﬁiov of Mresurrection"

Chris 1wn1uy iz tased on 'z dated ex-
perience of a historical Ferson".(1)

Andersaon, commenting on this ques-
tion; says,; "It seems meaningless,
thercfore, to speal: of legends wnen wWe
are dealing, not with stories handed
dowm from generation to -generaticn,
but accounts given by the eyewltnesses
themselves or attributed tc them wnile
they were still present to cenfirm or
deny them."(2)

If we examine the
resurrection events; we can Iind that
they are (in the  words of Anderscn)
"far too dignified and restrained; Tfar
too trve to iife and psychology." iore-

records of the

over; thelr nature ic so uwnmythica
For example, what legend-monger would
ascribe the honour of the first inter-

7 with the risen Christ toliary MHag-
dalene, a woman of no great importence,
rather than to the romlnent avostles;
Peter or Jochn?(2)

~ Thios is a rious sccusation. It
anounts ©o say the disciples wers
actly o©oDpo hat bhr" are de-
scribed in U
Tikely that
t0 theix "1
even martyred sheould bte noted that
this grou* of pecple had not so
long ageall deserted their master (Je-.
sus) when He was persecuted and cruci-
fied, Professor Anderson, a 3British
lauyel, describes this as a  Vosycho-
logical absurdity...that a band of men
should almost overnight be transformed
fron craven cowards huddled in an upper
roon into a company cf -witnesses whom

sane

(1) Yomouchi B, I., "Easter -~ liyth, Hal-
lucinntion, ~ History",

ne cppestion couid silence, by noth-

ing more convincing that a miserable
deception which they conspired to folst
upon ths world."(3)
The Theft Thecory

Central to the problem of trying

to explain sway the resurrection is the
fact that there was on empty tomb., In’
frot, the very first theory invented
was an  aitempt to explain why there

was an empby tomb. This was made by
‘the chief priests and elders who were
responsitle for putting Jesus to death,
tthen the gunrds wepcrted to them what
happaned a the tomb, the testimon;

was not challenged ( as it could not
be de nlea) Instead, the high priests
and elders had to brihe the guards to
lie, saying that the disc i

iples had sto-
len the body while they were sl=eping.
y

(i#) How on earth could these guaxds
know it wag the Jisciples and net sone-
one else who hod stolen the hody while -

they wWere sleeping is beyond one's in-

Christlanity

Todoy, ilarch 1), 197k, p.b-6.
(2) AP@CCSOu JeiieD.; Christionity & the
Vitness of History,; 1969, p.9i.
3; Ibid,, D.90.

aginotion, One con  imagine hew des-
pernie the high bpriests nnd elders
nust have beend aul Little, authoxr
of many Christian Ybest-sellers,; com-
ments thot "Testimony like this would
be loughed out of any court™.(5)

But did the disciples renlly sted.
the body? It is important to “emember
T tomb wWos

hnt the senled and EUailh
were put there os an extra precoution
by Pilate who had been cautioned by the
cnief priests and FPharisees who knew
exactliy what Jesus had prophesied about
His resurrectien,(f) lnder such heavi-
ly protected circumsitances, would the
ip“o b;eﬂomamorJO"nnH of Arina

The discinles, fo

o

i hove dared to steal
the body of Iesus? foxr
example Peter, wWho even denied Jesus be-
fcre 2 mald, would not have hoad the-
courage to confront the guords. Ilore-
ovexr, the ordinary punishment for fall-
ing asleep while on watch was denth.(7)

(%) Hatthew 28:11-15.

(5) Little,P.B., Kaow Yhy You Believe,
The Way Fress, 1970, p.25.

() tiatthew 27:62-66.

(7) dchowell,J., Evidence thot demands

a Verdict, 1972, ».251.



8o the guards viculd not have dared to
all asleep. Even if we assume the
sonlcro were asleep and .the

did try to steal the body, tde‘noisa‘

caused vwhile moving the xrock woul

surely have awalen the soldiers) Frank

Morison, 2 British Ilawyer who ‘turned

. ~

to 2 convineed.
the evidenc

Christian
2 of the
is _the iStOf- eaf Jesus'
tomb "the one s ISR hnd Cinf41IT618°
witness in the whole episcde (1)
It is even more ridiculous tc-say
that th- Jewish authoritiss *r-mealves
stole tha body. "Tuat
the very opposits of what they wanted.
And even if they did, why 4id they not
simply proquce the Lody Ana snow that
the disciples were really lying when
the latter preached to so many people
about the resur*ection7 ¥hy did they
even bother wes ing ﬁorcy tc bribe the
soldiers?
 Did the Romang removs the body" A-
gain we can see that if the Romans had
wanted poiitical stability, (which Pi-
late did), it would have bheen in their
bgsr interest to snsure that the body
wﬁs ssfely buried. It wouid indeed be
bsupd fox th am to initinte trouble by
removing Jesus® nody while on tne other
hand they took precauvticns o prevent
it. The cht that they did rot present
the body when the zresurrection was
preached proves that they actunlly did
not pessess the body. :

from o sceptic
after examining
resu*reculwL call

Did they go to ths wr ong tomh?

it has bsen suggested that it wac
so early on Sunday aorn;xt that ths
women, who were biinted hy taars, went

to the wrong tombh. IL this wvere %o,
theii PFeter and John 1or1d alse have
gone to tne wrong tomb. L
this theory..

N First these womzn had carefully
noted the position oi the tomb

two days prev1ouo;J when Jesus was
buried. (4) Wiould +they have
forgetfui?

.,

(1) HMorison, Frank, Who Moved

doing. .

s~\4)“

7

‘Furthermore, they wersnot blinded

by tears. John R, Stott, 2 famous
theologian, says, "o mere sentiment

brought them so¢ eaxliy i~ T Lol o

They had come on a prﬂﬁtlcal nission,

They had bought spice and were going
to _complete the .an014t1n~ of +their
uOfQ'”_kOdJ, sincs the approach-of ithe

Sabbath hid made the orL uo hasty two
days nm°v1ously "(3)

Even if they did go itc the wrong
torb, would the Jewish authorities, the
Romans or Joseph of Arimathea not have

]

gons o the right tomb to disprove the’

story of the disciples? Would it not

have een simple for the Jewish author-

ities to produce
right tomb?

Jesus' body from the

The Swoon Theory

2)-lork 15:47; Luke 33:55.
32 Stott, J.K.¥.; Rasic Christianity,
}

ssentially this theory assérts
sus was placed in the sepulchre
Joseph of Arimathea while He.was
i 1 1i ve, ATter several hours, He
ns  revived by the cool ailr of +the
cmb, an* He arose and departed.

This “theory is herdly worth con-
sicerinﬂ, Pzul Little pointed out that

"It is significant that not a sugges-
Ltion of this kind has come down Trom
antiquity amongall the violent attacks

which have been macde on Christianity.

A1l of the earlisst zecords are eom-
phatic about Jesus' desth."(%) -Even

the German critic, David Streuss, who
oy no mesns believed in the resurrec-
tion, rejected the idea as incredible,
Paul Little asserted. Strauss says,
"7t is impossible that Ons who had just
come forth from the grave, half dead,

the Stone, Intnr—Var51ty Press, 1958, p.147.

nter—VarS1ty Press, 1971, b. 48,
JltUTe, Paul E., Know Why You Jelweve, v. 26, o

’”

(44



who crept about weakand ill, who stcod
in the need of medical <“reatment, of
vandaging, strengihening and tender
care, and whe at last succumbed <o
suffering, csuld ever have iven the
disciples the impressioen that He wac a
conquers»r 3ver deatin and the grave;
that He was the Prince of Life."(L)
Were the appearances of Jesus mervely
hallucinations?

.

Those wiho hold this theory claim
that all the resurrection appedrancses
of . Jesus wers results >f hallucinations,
Let us exanine +thg nature of haliwei-

natisn and how it con be compared with
the aocount oi the .appearance of the
risen Lo,

Hallucinations generally occur in
paople whc tond be vividly imogina-
tive ard <L a nervous makeup. They are
extromely subjective and individunl

occur only at particular
8

and. usualiy 2
and places, =nd associated with

L
(1)
TV

times
the events fancied,(2)

As we examine the people involved
we notice that there are so mary types
of character and personality  that
it is hard to believe all these peopie
have had the same "hallucination" in
such a diverse array of moods and cir-
cumstances, There weeping o
scared women, depressed —disciples,
doubting Thomas ant many others. Could
they 211 havz hallucinated?

were

One of the strongest arguments a-
gainst <he ha 1lucination theory 1is
that people who are involved in hallu-

have an anticipatory
lo}? expectation, Paul
trute” this by the £311lyw-
"A mother who has 1ot o
son war Tremembers how he used
to ccme home from work every evening
at 5:30 o'clock, She sits in her rock-
ing chair every afternoon mnusing and
meditating. PFinally she thinks she
sees him csne threu"h the . door, and
has o conversation with him., At this
point she has lest contact with real-

(1)

(2)
(3)

tle,P.E., Know Why Yiu Believe,

I_.!o
Llj

}-c:!’d t“l
£ 0 o
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je)
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point out
of artici-
among the

“(3)  He continues <10
not only did this type
ing spirit nct prevail
ciples, but alsc that thcy were
ersuaded against their wills" in
a% they saw. For example, Hary mis-

ook Jesus to Yte the gardener; the
dle iples ‘thought they saw a ghost

shen they saw Jesus; and doubting Thom-
28 who refused 1o believe what the
other disciples told him about Jesus'
appearance, could not but Dbelieved
when he saw Jesus,

The late Dr. C. 8. Lewis, Profes-
sor at Cambridge, reiterated this when
he says, “"Any theory of hallucination
nrecks down en the fact that on three
separate occasions, this hallucination

)

ck -
o
o<
f=+

§
J

U) cl-

jo.

RS TRl ¢
o ci J-

c*«

was not immediatcly recognized
15 Jesus. "( l()
The conclucion is cbvious, The

Cisciples, the women, the five hundred

people and others could not possibly
nave imagined it all, Their changed
lives also confirmed this. t was a
fact, and nota psycholeogical construc-
tion, that they witnessed,

evidences

exhaust
wenlth of the evidences supporting the

Tt is  impossible 1o
resurrection -~ for example, the ox-
istence ané the growth of the Christian
church, the institution of the Chris-
tian Sunday and the remarkable change
that took place in each of the disci-
ples. Another amazing thing wos that
the resurrection was all foretold. Christ

1%&990 has risen, as He said He would.

(4) Lewis, C.S., Hiracles --

inary Study, 1947, ».153,
(Luke 28:13-31; John 20:15,

A Prelim-

21:4)
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Jesus lnew -exact :
Him, Ca many occasiosns
disciples that He would
at the s2me tine 2drled tho
be raised agzin. licreover,

Were not.vagus sugraestions, na gaXs
sied the exact detalls of His Jeat
resurrection, Fur aXtppls, in ot
Jesus told the discinles, "Benold, we
are going un to Jerusalen; and the Son
£ lian (referring 4o Hinsslf) will be

.\

o
deliversed un to the chilel priesis and

bes, and they will condgmn Him. to
h =

Tv
' on the third day He will
sed up."(i) In this one statement,
Jesus gave the exact predictions about:
a. the place vhere He would be taken
1e people involved in His arrest
Tinal authority that would put
. Him to death
d. the manner of i
e, the exact day of H
The amazing and exciting thing is that
Jesus fulfilicd His owm prophetic claims
to the last detail. iio theory can ever

explain avay “uu“ exact fulfillments,

The proof of deity . .'
Jesus Christ <¢laimed that He hza
..power to lay dewn Yis life, and He had
power to take it agzin.(2) Obviously
ne man apart from Jesus has ever made
such & claim, In essence, Christ was
asserting His equality with God whe- is
the.Lord and giver of life., If Christ
indeed rose from +ths.dead by His own
power,; then it is confirmed that He is

(1) Hatthew 26:16-19, *(2) John 10316

dead."{3) Christ's deity was reaifirmed
i le.

the transformed Peter stood
Day of DentGCOSt to D?cach

hen
un on the

cles 3a
not raised, your faith is vain,"(4)

Tha hope of

s ()l Romans 1 shh,
(5) Hoxden,- WL--l@ﬂ, ﬁ Layman's Cuide to Protest

urrection is
5 the heart
o the twen-
~levance does

‘What then if the res
proven true? What 1
of the Christian fa
tieth-century mon, what re
his have? .
Professor William Horden has put
the answer to these guestions so aptly
in the fcllowing way: "..fhe resurrec-—
ion is not 2 mere epilogue to the Gos-
el. When Christ arose from the dead,
it was not simply an announcement . that
t}ore o life hereafter, It was the
shattering of history by the greatlve
act of. God. . It begins a new era for

d.

the universe, 2 decisive turning point-

race, 10 men held in the
grip of fenx and futility; to nen’ who

see oaaly the ©blind lais of
grinding on their way, foredooming man
to his fate: tomen who séa no hope for
the future .of mankihd,'du>rosurreculon
proclaims .the fact . that there is a pow-
or. ot work ir the world which is night-

for the human

ier t?;n all the forces tha cruc*fiod
our L }a. The resurrection is not Just

z ppr§ﬂn¢¢ sarv1vx_ cf the man J uuu,,
a phenomernon to be studied by the Soci-

ety for vsyr‘n-cw. Jizssearch; it isa cos-
mic victory. Furtherfore, it is &

tory that can be shared by men. To
those enslaved by passioi, crushe l'and
disi uho promise comes, 'You

s Tisen lifel "(5) D

95 P.203,

2]

tant Theology,

his firet® sarmon,. the oenuer of " 'his
messgge was Christ's ‘gesurmcuon. And
this wgs. repeated again and’aglin by
all the opestios, Their transformed
lives hore witness to it. Their whole
faith rested upon it. Theé.early Chris- .
tian church was built o 1t. Paud mds
this clear when he said, "If Christ be

nature

(4) I Cofinthians 15:17.

1.

23
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* AUTHOR'S i0TE
History léeaves, us beyond doubt that Jesus did rise from the dead.

" lowing story is one based on the biblical recording of Jesus'
- resurrection. When Jesus was bearing His cross on the way to Golgotha, the placa
the Bible tells us that
vwho passed by, coming out of the country, the father
bear his cross," (iark 15:21) Except for this incident, the Bible has
Hence, the narrations

“His resurvection (John 20:11-18),
are three of the seven utterances that Jesus

for crucifixion,

mention of Simon of Cyrene.

- Cephas -

The fol-
crucifixion and

"And they compel one Simon a Cyrenian,
of Alexander and Rufus, to
no more
in the story copcefnlng 5i-

mon®s.presence both inm the crucifixion scene and in the morning of Jesus' resur-
rection should be viewed as an imaginative construction by the author. Othervise,
the main facts of the story are based on records in the Bible. Hary 1agdalene,

- who stood by the cross during crucifixion, actually met Jesus in the morning of

corded in the four Gospels.

And the words that Jesus speaku

in the atory
actually made on the cross as:re-

i breath away

RO Ry

It was 9 A.i. History was only a
~from its most climactic
houzx,

A big wooden - cross, followed by

two smaller ones, led a party on the

i way to Golgotha. Everyone knew,; at the
£ sight of thecrosses, that crucifixions
= were to take place.
% all criminals were put through this in-
% humane ordeal.
"% staggered along, keeping pace with the
. faltering
. [lore and more people joined in,
- them were mourning women,
- men and hostile Jewish priests,

Only the worst of

Yhat a fate! The croud

progress of the crosses,
Among

bewildered

" mon

The crowd ploughed on., There was

_amanfrom the distant country of Cyre-

ne who joined in too., His name was Si-
mon. He had come to the city of Jeru-

~salem for the feast of Passover. Be1n0~

a man of average height, with broad ;
shoulders and a stout body, he was ev- :
ery inch a farmer. Driven by curiosi-
ty, he wanted to havea look at the men
who were to be crucified. From the :
crowd, he had already gathered that the
main figure was the one by the name of
Jesus who had claimed himself to be:the
Messiah, the Promised One of Israel.
Another unsuccessful revolutlonlsthsl— ’
thought to himself, and he pushed

..9’..




coreleingelafalin.

ieteletete

his way tc the front to take a closar
look.

THE MAIN FIGURE W48 THE ONE

BY THE NAME OF JESUS WHO
HAD CLAIMED HIMUELF T O BE|
THE MEZISIAH.

What Simen »f Cyrene saw was nct
what he had preconceived. Jesus Jdid
not have tho sturdy build of a +ig
nor did he have ths look of

His eyes ware tired and wvai full of
corpassion, Bleod mizsd with beads of
Suweat trickied down his woundsd Fore-

head and padly rooursyy body., H
lurched forwara, putt;;

of strength he had in his frail body.
The cross vas heavy,

It wasz pitiful, Jesus was at the
point of total. exhaustion. But the Cy-
renian wanted nc pari in the crucifix-
ion scene and decided to drop from the
crovd. Just then, Jesus heavad forward
and collapsed, the cross lying on top
of Him. The crowd gasped, The centu-
rion came up angrily and saw that it
was ussless to force Jesus ito carry or,

His eyes suept across +the crowd and
paused on Simon the Cyrenian. Hs

shouted haughtily;
"You thers, ¢
himnll

The people around Simen zingerly step-
ped.back., Simon Imew it was veeless 4c
protest., Withouvt a word, he swang the
cross over hiz shoulders,; and ithe wro-

cession moved c¢n,

They had only a short way

AS soont ag they had coeme to  +the place
for the crucifixicn, Simon drdpped the
cross onto the ground and gquickly re-
treatea irto the crowd. The less he

RS SRR

he thought to
Simon

was invelved the better,
himself. from Lhe dizstance,

could see the Roman zoldiers nail the
three man »ach 1o
in the middies,

; his cross, withJesus

hod nassod by. The

wonder . why ho was
il ther e had been deep in
nougbt. Qor whiie he was ctanding

rd the first woerds ef.
0SS They were Words.
i 0 stillness of

"father, Torgive them; Lor they
kiow not what they do.”
What did he msan? Whe was his "Father!?
Who eould forgive? Forgiveness? Foxg
tho who crucified him? This was na
ordinary man, Simom thought to himselfy

"
.

" FATHER, FORGIVE THEM; FOR
THEY KNGW NOT WHAT THEY
DC." WHAT DID HE MEAN?

v ———, - p—

y the heavens suddenly
ul there was no thurder

became dark, B

and 1lightning, nor were there any
cicuds. It wes as 1if a bla cV va—%.v.'I had
oee laced

breeze thzt

= bilew a
&0 turned into a mocking. chill..
wreveiled for  tihres

"eternal"
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Themost climactic
. The whele universa stood
to hlhne the countdoim.cf
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final aminutes,

broke

to the g Words
hls
self
came from within,
the next +wo things that
From the distance he =
a sponge scaked with vi
sop L”arcn and held i i
lips; sup noolqg¢y“v‘give Jesus a drink,
Then, summoning all his strength,
Jesus again shouted, ,
"Father, into thy hands I command
my cpirit.” ' '

Heving said that, his heagd flopped
down,: Lifs had gone, For & few ssc-
onds, the earth held its breath. Its
heart stopped beating. Then, derimess
cave way tc light. The world resumeéc

its course.

Sim-n of Cyrene had seen encugh.

tg  had gone by,
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Has Jesus indeed risen? Slmon
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IBOOK REVIEVW| by Chris

The book struck me as one which
must have beer written after much
thought and due consideration by a man
who could. evaluate critically and ana-
lytically the -avidences presented to
him.. The author is Frank iiorison, and
the issue L under consideration is the
claim of the resurrection of Jesus,: a
unique phenomenon that is beyond the
realm of humen experience. ,

Frank Horison was a young British
lawyer in the 1930's, Throughout the
book, he impresses me with his-close
obseyvation of details, his ability to
reconstruct the circumstances of an
event out of all the closely exarined
naterials without ignoring any of them
for his owm purposes, and his ability
to evaluate the reliability of accounts
of events by cross-checking what hap-
pened before and after the events. His
ability to prove a point bayond rea-~
sonable doubt zlso radiates 1in the
pages he has written.

" PFrank Morison did not set out to
prove the validity of the claim of the
resurrection of Jjesus, Befors he went
to search on his own, he had not be-
lieved in the =resurrection of Jesus -
and many other accounts of the mira-

-1
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© By FRANK MORIZON

cles that Jesuc.performed. The divine
nature of Jesus, of which the resurrec-
tion was & final proof, was to him a

iesult,of the "overgrowth of primitive
beliefs and dogmatic suppositions.”
Though he regarded Jesus as "an almost
legendary figure of purity and noble

.manhood", he was. extremely perturbed

CTor the
," he de-
at Jesus

by Jesus' claim to be God.
sake of my own .peacc of mind
cided to see for himseli wh

really was.

Faced with a tremendous problem
as to understand the real Jesus, Frank
llorison went to search the Bible and
particularly the Tour Gospels of the
¥ew Testament. In my opinion; he took
the Bitle, or at least the. Iew Testa-
ment, as reliable historical documents
because if the Bible had been a fic-
tion, as many take it to be, his con-

.

clusion, nomatter how logical and con-

be, would  also have
- He did not give any
assumption which

srincing it- might
been fictitious.
defence on his bhasic
I think is Jjustifiabls, The books of

he New Testament were written well
within the time when many, friends ox
foes, who had lmown Jesus personally

w

&



N

o
.—.v,’f‘/

be able

were still alive and would t0
correct any exaggeration and _haccuracy

about the description of the life of
Jesus, However, Frank Mcrison did not
take the Rible as divinely inspired.

Such. was the position he took when he
studied the B nle in detail.

In this study, he concentrates on
the last seven days of ithe 1ife of Je-
sus, HKe gives thres reasons for ¢

doing:

"1, This period seemed vemarka-

bly frze from the niraculous slement
which on scientific gro uﬁd51'1 :1d sus—
pect, .

.2, £11thefospel writers devot-
ed nuch space to this - period, and, in
the main, were strik lngly:xxagreen arnte.

3. The +trial and execution - of
Jesus was a  raverbers uinﬂ"x' storical
event, attested 1na;ruvvlv's3 a thou~
sand  political .consaquences and ny Y
vast literature which grew out of them."
(1) -

WTno loved the Dtone staris off
at the Laszt Supper and the T,r"al of Je-
sus on Thursday night, Frank Horison
Tollows the developnent of events
through Priday wher Jesus was tried

L

~

>

v\ j

before Pilate and later crucified in
the afterncon., At this stage of his
research, rrank Morison had uined no
further insight into the whole matter
than just to recapiiulate what he had
loarned concerning Jesus in a Chris-
umpmﬁ?thmﬂkQCmﬁ,ﬂu
suffered urder Pontius . Pilate;, was
erucifisd, dzad znd. turied,,," and he
still refused "to utter another word
heceusa what follows in the prayer is,
" thc th‘” 3

o] is
N 3 deay,; He rooe again from
-+ ~ ]’] ¥

the hact _..ot
changed N
rection ) ,
the crucifix-
Frani vorison.
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even in the face of severe social
pressure and persecution., Within the
first century, most of the disciples
‘died to this cause, Frank HKorison coun-
cluded that something must have taken
place in those thirty-six hours Ifrom
the Triday afternoon when Jesus was

crucified to early oSunday morning,
vhich changed the entire outlook of
life of +these men. No explanation
other than the one that the diszciples
offered -- +that Jesus has risen from
the dead -- could account fFor this
change.

Frank Horison also discovered

that Jesus was publicly declared by
‘his disciples to have resurrected on-
‘ly fifty days after His - crucifixion,
and the place where this increditle
nessage was delivered was right in Je-

rusalem, in close. vicinity to the
tomb where Jesus  was supposéed to he

laid, The time and place would have
been most inconvenient for the disci-
ples to make this  claim about Jesus
if it were false, The Jewlsh leaders
who crucified Jesus would have been
ever ready 1o .extinguish this claim
which carried very far reaching im-
plications. " The tomb must have been

(1)
. (2) P.68
(3)

exarined repeatedly and the dead body
searched for everywhere. The reason
why the hostile Jewish leaders did not
find +the dead Tbody to counter the
claim of wesurrection was that the
dead body was nowhere to be found. The
only counter attack they gave was that
Jesus'® disciples had stolen the body.
Yet if the disciples had indeed stolen
the body, the claim of resurrection
was a lie, and the disciples would not
have been willing to die for preaching
it, as they had, The only logical ex-
planation is again the one the disci-
ples offered -- that Jesus Christ has
risen,

"It is not that the facts them-
selves altered, for they are recorded
imperishally 3in the monuments and in
the pages of human history. 3ut the
interpretation to be put upon the facts
underwent a change. $Somehow the pers~
pective shifted- not suddenly; as in
a flash of insight or inspiration, but
slowly, almost imperceptibly, by the
very stubbornness of the facts them-
selves."{3) '

In his search for the truth,
rank Morison. was able +to wemain ob-
ective though he had the preconceptlion
hat Jesus could not be God., He refused
to ignore any evidence, be it for or
against his preconceived idea. With a
reverent attitude, a critical examina-
tion of first-hand matericls, and a
searching soul, Frank ilorison came. to
know that Jesus has resurrected and
that Ee is God, He was moved to accept
Jesus, who 1lived here on esrth about
two thousand years ago and who isstill
living today, -az his Saviour and Loxd.
Tt is writbten in the Bible, "Seek and
you %ill f£ind," Frank Morison sought,
and he did find. '
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If you were asked to suggest one
theme that predominates in contemporary
preaching, what would you say? Proba-
bly you would think first of salvation
or more specifically of Christ's death
for us, Certainly that is a most im-
portant and significant message.

But if you were asked to identify
the predominant thems of the carly a-
postles' rpreaching as recorded in the
New Testament, what would you say now?
Certainly salvation and the desath of
Christ were important to them., But e-
ven more prominent in their preaching
was the triumphant
Christ's bodily vesurrection from the
grave. This was the theme of Peter's
sermon on the Day of Pentecost where
he stressed that in His resurrecticn
Christ fulfilled David's prophecy of
Messiah (Acts 2:24-27, 30-32). Preach-
ing Christ's ressurection led to Peter
and John's imprisonment. In his dis-
course to the philosophers in Athens,

affirmation of.

Paul boldly declared the resurrection
of Christ and it was +this note that
brought different reactions of mocking,
interest for more, and faith amnong
his audience (Acts 17:31-34). Eight of
the thirteen sermons in Acts speak of
the resurrection of Christ., Why was
this particular theme? Why was Christ's
resurrection so significant to the
early church?

Let us Dbegin our study by taking
a look at how our Lord Himsell viewed
the significance and implications of
Kis resurrection,

Already at the Dbeginning of His
earthly ministry (John 2:13-20C), we
find Christ pointing far ahead to His
resurrection as the vindication of His
exercise of divine prerogatives o
stop people from turning the Temple
into a market. Imagine the audacity of
a young carpenter of Hazareth who came
to Jerusalem to throw out of the Temple
the duly authorized merchants and mon-
ey-changers who were selling sacrifi-
cial animals and providing coin-exchange
service to the Temple worshippers. How
dare He walk into the Temple of God as
if He owned the piace and revoke the
licenses of those who made Temple cf-
fering and sacrifice more convenient
for the foreign worshippers? Of course
He was challenged to show His creden-
tials to speak as God about what could

- 15 -




or could not be done in God's house
which He quite self-assumingly called
"My TFather's house"”, The "sign" Hs
pointed to in support of His
authority: bodily resurrecti
i)

days after bteing killed! That ves a
fantastic challenge that ne other man
had ever dared to make. Either He was
insane or He actually did possess the
divine authority that He claimed in
His Tenple cleaning overation. What
xmﬂdh@mw.@meuﬂaa?ﬁwﬁsdaﬂz
- would decide that quesiion.
-A time -of publlic preachin

nore private teaching Follnwsl w

included not -only the exerc
b2

vine prerogatives such as : vt t
forgive sins (e, g.Hark 2:5-12), ‘ut al-
so the direct affirmation of union with
the Father (John 10 1h:0 wnich

clearly established
fully deity. In this situation the
Pharisees came asking Jesus for s 1ﬂn*
in support of His claims., The one Je-
sus offered was that of Jonah, namely
that as Jonah was in the whale's belly
three days, so. He would be in the earth
(i.e. buried)- three days, followed by
a bodily resurrection in demonstration
of the . truth of His claims (Hatthew
12538-40). -
At Geasa* ea

&k
=
- K

the divine Soncﬁ:God, J
port to that confession Ty giving
ther details of His death and res
tion on the third day (i
Thus for our Lord ithe rasurrec
clearly carried the significanceo
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inz an objective demonstration of the
truth of His claims, primarily of His
deity, but secondarily also of the a-
toning nature of His death (Matthew
20:28, 26:28),

Did the apostles agree with Christ's
assessment of the significance of His
resurre Tio Thomas certainly did.

ihen. he ma4c his personal inspection

of the authenticity of Jesus' bodily
resurrection his conclusion was: "My
Lord, and my Codl" There was no mis-

taken ¢1°H+LLJ possible in this post-
resurrection appearance of the Loxd
whom Thomas lknewso well, a2ind there re-
mained no further possible grounds for
doubting His full deity. Jobhn also a-
grees with this assessment when here
at the ' climax of his gospel he makes
his  purpose for .writing it clear: to
assemble a series of "signs" that would
lead the reader to faith in Jesus as
the promnised WMessiah, the Son of the
living God -- a faith that would bring
eternal 1ife to the believer (John 20:
30,31). It is important to notice that
the sign which John regards as the cap-
ne or clincher to the case is
C)risﬁ's todily resurrection.
eter also agreed. Not only at
FPentecost, but also at the hédling of
the lame beggar {Acts 3:15) and in-his
proclamation of the gospel to Cornelius
gentile (Acts 10:4C-43), he was
proclaiming Christ's  resurrection.
Faul made no douvt about his position
on Christ's resurrection, both in his
public preaching and in his writings.
For example, ir. Romans 1l:%, he insists
that Christ was "declared to be the Son
of God with power,..by the resurrection
from the dead", Like Peter, Paul ré-
garded .Christ's resurrection as fur-
ther proof of His liessiahship and ful-
fillment of prophecy (Acts 13:30-37).
Both Peter and Paul regarded Christ's

o
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*euurynct-on as an indication wnd con-
firmation of ths fact that
pointed Christ to e the

T Paul  devotes
a full chapter *ts spelling oui further
implications of Christ's resurrection,
Herc he shows that even our assurance
of salvation from sin depends on the
resurrection., 'And if Christ has not
been raised, your faith is worthless;
you are still in your sins"(v.17).
The resurrection demonstrated God's
acceptance o
our sins., His zactual bodily rasurrec-
tion in the empirical realm makes clear
that we ars not merely trusting a myth,
Gertainty znd confidence ars based on
tha empty tomb. In Romaiis 4324,25 Paul
talks of jesus Dbeing - raised "for our

justification", suggesting that we
NoaulhavenaQIKJProuris for eonfidence
in Christ's sacrifice without the re-

surrection of Christ.

Paul alsc pointe to Christ's re-
surrection as the guarante that w2 Lo
will rise irom the aead whel thrist
veturns (I Cor.15:12-50, =s1. vs.zo—‘j
and 51,52)., This gives Delievers a
whole rew sﬁtit 2 to death (I Thess.
4;13-18). s an esseontial aspect of
the Christianh p e (Rom.8:1C,11; I Peter
1:3). Christ's cwn promises of ocur re-
surrection vwere given substancz by His
ovm resurrection (John 5:40),

3

In the 01d Testament the suprems
confirmation of God's vpower, particu-
larly His unlimited ability io
was His deliverance of Israesl Ffrom
Bgynt through the Red Sea. In the New
Testament the supreme sign of God's
power ‘was Christ's resurrection., This

5

£ Christ's sacrifice for

= Q0

then becomes ths baSbaOI
that God 1is
needs par*’cu &

prese 1t inters ction for us
25

5 resurrection
ssential central
enUS'thla over-
ificance of which
in this sense,
ion we could not
+y, ilessiahship,
cacy cf His death,
1 from the dead,; His
riztry Bczorc death would
\rowr: into serious doubt,
l

- Irn fact, Christ!
forms an.abscollutely =
link in the chain of
21l career, the 81
stand or fall together
Withou* His resurrec

ev
eni

£
- L
‘since such z Failure to fulfil His re-
neated predictions of His resurrection
would have made Him a false prophet,
Yithout Hiz resurrection He could not
have ascended tc heaven -to be our e-

‘ternal High Priesi; nor could He.have

become the promised Wing to reign from.
i hr one forsver (Luke 1:32,33).
- risen, He could not have

o
sent the Holy Opirit as He promised

S 2  Holy

{John 15:7), uor would He have had the

demonstrabie power to bestow eternal

1ife as He oromised (Jobn 11:25). If

He had stayed in the tomb He could

wot have bhecome the Head and Shepherd
£ the Church and ail cvsetion (Eph.

given gifts
Tt spiritual
o belisvers
(¥ 13 : ; could He
hav : : ew position
with Hinm (Tph2 > marriage of
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Christ the Bridegroom with His bride baptism dramatizes symbolically our i-
the church (IICor,i1:2; Rev.i9s7) log- . dcntification with Christ's death and
ically depends on the ;act of Hizm ze- resurrection (Fom. 6:3-5), In our new
surrection from the dead; as does His i1ife we need to _experiences he power
deliverance cf a conquered world to the of Fis resurrection (Phil, 3:10), we
Father a2t the climax of history (I Cox, rea to ilive for Hln who died for us
15:24-28), Litile wonder thenr that af- and rose again (IT Cor. 5:15).
firmation of Christ's resurrection is Christ's bodily resurrection also
regarded as ossontlal to  saluation demonstrates olearly o us that the
(Rom. 10:S). - vody in itsell is good; not inherently
' evil as somc neo-rlator Ls%- Christians
As helisvers we are instructed to have thought. 5 incarnation already
identifly with Christ in His desth and indicated thi Jis - LSuf”PCCLOF,
resurrection. Pozitionaily, at cur con- confirmed +hat in the eternal state
version we di 6 with Christ to the au- the scul is  reunited with 2 pnyclcal
thority nisin and Batan and rose again body (Luke 24:3%), theugh it iz a glo-
0 a new 1ife of Veing  alive only to rified boly -~ithout ithe Ifraiities we
God (Rom. &:3-16), How the challengs now experisnce (Fhil. 3:2i).
is for us to experience this resurrect-
ed 1ife practically in our daily cxpe- No wonae:ixm=aarly church exulted
rience, on the %hasis of our new posi- in our Lord's Tesurrect1on,‘ It formed
tion in Christ (Gal, 2:20), Since our an essential central link in the gos-~
death and resurrection :with Christ, pel stoxy along witb other essential
Satan is no. longer our Lord -- we owe links. Its objective authenticity to-
hin no alleglance, 1In our new resur- gether with its numerous Tar-reaching
rected 1ife our only allegiance is to implications gave the aposties fearless
God, our only concexn is to set our toldness to proclaiv the resurrection
a_1°0thn%cn1thandﬁis" things apove " oF Christ before kings and philosovhers,
values (Col. 3:1-3). The sacrament of ¢ the conviction and salvation of many..
# i7r, AL Hiebert is a prefessor at the Winnipeg Bible (ollege, Otterburne, HMHani-
toba, This article was originally given by him as a talk in one of the xegular
nectings of the Winnipeg Chinese Jhristiar Pelilowship r‘1 : o
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on and ths ~.ed for further improve-
he present ing method of The Foun-
tain from n imeograpl ing to that by offset machine in the near iuture. Wo

have been considering this matier for the pact year and we aow fesl that the
time is xipe for us to dec ide on this move. We are well aware of the fact
L a greater commitment is indispensable for making this decision, and we
anticipate that.if a mors sophisticated printing ne ihodaf~aounted, rad~
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