FOUNTAIN

WINNIPEG CHINESE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

=)




THE FOUNTAIN is published once every six weeks. It is supported by free-
will offering from Christian friends who have the burden to see the Word of
God reach as many as possible, We .depend on the all sufficient grace and
providence of the Lord to meet our every need. The magazine is free of
charge and is sent upon rsquest.

OUR AIM is to unite all Christian brothers and sisters who have the same
burden to preach the Gospel unto all nations. We preach none other than
Jesus Christ and Him crucified.

WHAT WE EELIEVE The Bible is the basis of our faith, We believe that the
whole Bible, every chapter, every verse as originally given 1is inspired by
God,

"You (Jesus) are the Christ, the Son of the living God." (Matthew 16:16;
"Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners." (I Timothy 1:15
%”And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under
heaven given among men by which we must be saved," (Acts 4:12)
"For by grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not your own
doing, it is the gift of God -- not because of works, lest any man should

boast, (Ephesians 2:8,9)

PUBLISHER: The Winnipeg Chinese Christian Fellowship
Secretary General: Judah -Yeung
Address: The Fountain,
P,0.Box 1172,
Winnipeg, Manitoba
R3C ¥4
Canada
Far East Correspondance Address:
The Fountain
c/o Mr. . Wong,
P.0.Box L4688,
Aberdeen Post Office,
Aberdesn,
Hong Kong

"Not by might; nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the Lord of hosts,"”

(Zechariah 4:6)
"When He saw the crowds, He had compassion for them, because they were har-
assed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then He said to His
disciples,; 'The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; pray
therefore the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest,'"

(Matthew 9:36-38)

Please do not. reprint any Second C(Class Mail
article without wxritten

permission of the Fountain _ Registration # 1651

"



History ediscovered

ediforial

wlelel

Tt is the time of Christimas,

Yet to the worid at large, the

celebraticn of Christmas marks but an-

other ywarly i'casting occasion., The
birth of a child, which is s¢ much
consecrated by religious circles, only
signifies +o the secular world the
birth of the founder of a great relir
gion., Indeed, today Christianity is
being viewed as one of the major insti-
tutionalized religions of the world.

But Christianity is more than an
institutionalized religion. It is the
relationship between God and man. It
tells of how God had revealed Himself
to man in human history; how He sent
His own Son to esarth to become man and
die to bear all of man's sins. In His
Incarnate Son was the manifestation of
His own Fullness, And henceforth man
could grasp concretely what His love
is, "Irn +this is love, not that we
loved God but that.He loved us and sent
His Son to be the expiation for our
sins." (I John #:10) '

Nevertheless, because the teach-
ings of a man on sarth had been labeled
a$ merely bearing intense religious
overtones, what had occurred would un-
surprisingly be viewed as nothing more

- than the emergence  of man's still an-

other major religious system.

The Infinite. had intruded humen
history to become finite, It is our
part to acknowledge that the Finite is
authentically the Infinite. 0O
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W, ..thou shalt call his name
JESUS 3 for he shall save his people
from their sins.,"

- Matthew 1:21 -
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1IOMDAY, WOVEMBER 26 e

Twenty~-four more shopping days
before Christmas, I still haven't fig-
ured out what to buy for Karen's Christ-
mas gift., So this morning while we
were on our way to the canpus, I asked
for her " opinion, 3efore Karen could
have the chance to say anything, Paula
and Lynn, the other two girls in the
gas pool, cut right in, "iThat about
us, eh?"

"I'11 go broke. Do you think a
poor graduate student like me can af-

ford to give to every Jack and Jili?"
I protested.

"Surely you can afford to give to
your dear Karen.," Paula was trying to
jeer me, but I didn't blush.

Then Paula turned . to Karen and
said, "Karen,youarea religious person.

Tell me, who was the genius +that in-
vented this great 3idea of Christmas
and Christmas gift?" ‘

"Jasn't that vigfat Santa Claus?"
Lynn thought she was smart. '

"Tannot too sure," Karen replied
after some thinking, "but I think it's
kind of a blended practice of the an-
cient neathen Turopean beliel of St.
Nicholas coming to give gifts +to the
poor anc needy on the 25th of December
and the later Christian celebration of
Christ coming into the world."

"T sure won't mind to have more
of these neathen beliefs so that I can
get more presents from friends. 3But
why should we celebrate Christ's coming
into the world? iho is he anyway?
Wasn't he just o Jew who claimed
to be God and died two thousand years
age?" Lynn was puzzled, ‘

By this time we had arrived at
our parking slot, so laren said, "Well,
Lynn, why don't you go for coffee with
me this morning? I'll tell you more
about this Christ and the true meaning
of Christmas, 0.1:7? iieet me at 10:30
in my lab, ily experiment should be
finished by then."”

0
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At lunch time, I asked Karen what
she told Lynn at cofifce tims. ¥
"ihy are you.so =ager to know?!
",...Because...,.because I am puz-
zled by the very samc question, you
Inow, Iaren, vou've changed so much
since last January when you said you

had received this Jesus Christ as
FOUTe o4
"Lord and Saviour," Keren added,

with a confident and satisiying smile.
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"es,...your Lord and Saviour., I

mean I don't understand why you are so He

turned on by this Jesus Christ. Karen,
I have Imowm you since we entered the
Honcurs Chemistry program, remember?
Before, you were moody, often anxious,
easily upset, and.,..." I hesitated
lest I might arouse her old natuxre,

"Yes, Linus, you are right, and
I was rebellious and arrogant tool But
all that were of ths past, he Bible
says, 'If anyone is in Christ, he is a
new creation; the old has passed away,
behold, the newhas come,' Jesus Christ,
the Scon of God, came into the sin-pol-

uted world to save and change sinners,
and I surely was one., And that 1is
what Christmas is really all about.
Renenber last December when my project
was all bogged down and I was very
frustrated? Then Marion and Joanne
came along and invited me to the Navi-
gators' ski trip., It was a fun time,
but the most exciting thing was that
for the fir5t time in my life I heard
about and understood the real meaning
of Christianity. Marion showed mne
fron the Bible that I wasa.sinner, and
yet Jc”us Christ 1loves even a sinner
like ne."

~ "You wreally believe in these
thinigs? What do you mean By a sin=
ner?" I interrupted.

"Jell, to the Yest of my under-
standing of the Bible, a sinner is a °
person who rebels against (CGod's au- |
thority, claims to be and acts as his
om bess. And 211l the undesirable ele- |
nents of human nature like pride, jeal-
ousy, hatred, lust, anger and 1n3ust1ce:
are simply- manifestations. of 'this "’
basic thing.- sin. As a ‘result of the !
rebellion of man against God, man is
separated from God's power, love, mercy .
and goodness, The consequence is mean-
inglessness, confusion, insecurity,
frustration, anxiety, and even despair,
I Iimow I had all those symptoms and I
was desparately -seeking arter peacs

peace of heart and mind. I was con-
vinced that there is a Creator - God-
of the universe. As I have told you

several times before, God loves us and
He is not willing that anyone should
be scparated ‘from His love. Yet, He

-l -

is also a just and righteous God, and
gannot tolerate sin, 1In order to
deal with the problem offsin, He Sac-
rificed His only begotten Son, Jesus
Christ. The Bible describes this love
of God in such a moving way:

Christ died for the wngod¥y': 'He Him-
self bore our sins in His Toody on the
tree, that we might die tosin and live
to righteou)ness. By His twounds .you
have peen healed.' My only zeasonable |
response was to ask thls Ju=t~and yet !

all loving God to come “into my life to-—-

forgive my sin - my rebellious nature
- and to give me new iife. After that:

I.really found the peace and joy that.;'

God has promised,"

i

I was quite +touched by Iaren's
moving words, but I would in no :
admit that in front of other people,
especially in front of Karen:; So 1
kept silent.

"Linus, this is a
thing whirh concerns
ifhy den't you get holdof a

very serious
life and death.,
Bible, read

the Gospel of John and then we'll have
more discussion, 0,K,?" "I nodded my
head just slightly lest Xaren should

see it, and started to head for my.own
aboratory., Just as I was walking to
the stairway, Karen raised her voice
from the other end of the hallway,
"Oh by the way, Linus, ‘about the

Christmas present you talked about this
morning, I would like to have a leather
bound Bible of thec New American Stand-
ard Version, Ily old paperback is
falling apart," And then she disap-
peared around the corner.

ay: 'While we
were yet helpless, at the vight time .

dl

way ..
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After a Tusy day's work in the
laboratory, 1 drove Karenand the other
two girls home, and I went downtown to
a Bible Dbookshin +to buy the leather
bound Bible for Karen.

T also bought myself a paperbacksd
Bible.

VEDNESDAY, HOVEMBER 28

Spending the last few days in
reading some papers on the Self-Con-
sistent-Fileld-Molecular-0Orbital-Con-
figuration-Interaction calculations of
charge~transfer complexes was just too
nuch for me. I put away those papers
and walked round the laboratory. All
of a sudden I was overcome by a cold
spell, I couldn't help but shiver'i..
I checked the thermostat, and it was at
a confortable 75 degree, How come I
was feeling cold in a room with such a
varm temperature! I felt tired, so I
went up to the graduate student lounsge
and lay dotm on the couch, I closed
ny eyes, but in my mind I could still
see vividly the regretful and desper-
ate expression on that womén's face, I
‘just wouldn't want to see that movie
again! It was so horrible., h

Yesterday afternoon Karen came to
ny laboratory and told me . that thexe
was going to be a premidre of a movie
callad "A Thief in the Night" ip the
evening in a local church. BShe asked
nme if I would like to go with her, So
I did., But, I wouldn't forgive myself
for making such a big mistake -- I was
s0 horrified after seeing that movie,
I couldn't even zo to sieep last night,

<
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The movie starts off with a re-
ligious fanatic going around...telling
everybody that Christ is coming again.
He says that Christ came to this earth
two thousand years ago in human form.
By dying a cruel death on the cross,
Christ made it possible what that fel-
low calls "salvation”, 3But then that
fellow also says Christ i1s coming to
take the Christians away +to heaven,
One person believes in this fantastic
talk, but his wife does not. Then &ll
of a sudden, on a quiet, ordainary,
sunny day, all the "born-again" Chris-
tians disappear, young and old, men
and women, just 1like what a preacher
says earlier in the movie. He is tell-
ing the church folks that Jesus Christ
will come down from heaven accompanied
by the sound of trumpets and the shouts
of thousands cof angels, and the dead
Christians will come alive. Together
with the living ones, these Christians
will be brought to meet Christ in mid-
air, and they will be with forever.
This will happen suddenly and unex-
pectedly, just like a thief coming in
the night. Not many people take heed
to his words. At least that men's
poor wife does not, But now she re-
grets terribly her negligence and
stubbornness, She is left all by her-
self. Her husband is gone and some of
her friends who are Christians are
also missing, supposedly to be raptured
to he with Christ in heaven, What is
more horrible are the happenings that
take place after that, Of the thou-
sands of Christians nrissing, some are
in high government offices and some
ars just commoners., Thus an emergency
government is set up. Fetble cannot
trade without an identification number
"546" on .their <{orehead. Zeople are
persscuted more severely than they
would have been if they were under the
Communist or iiazi regimes, It is sheer
horror even to recall what I have seen
in that picture. ‘
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THURSDAY, HOVEMBER 29

After coffes break thiz morning,
Waren came into my laboratory, We had
sone discussion on the synthesis of
‘some halo-substituted phenanthrenes

vhich were required in ny siudy of the
charge-transfer complexes. Then she
spotted the wvaperbacked Bibhlie I had
bought the other day. She turned to
me with 2 delichted smile, and said,

MDid you buy this?"

"Yes, I did, cn Monday night,"

"Have you done any reading?"

"Yes, a little bit here and there,
and several chapters in the Gospel of
John,"

"How did you find it?"

"I don't know, I have never read
the Bible before, I mean, not very
seriously, and I am just beginning to
give it some thoughts. Oh, by the way,
remember the movie we saw on Tuesday
night? Is what that preacher says
true?” ‘ '

"Oh yes, it is absolutely true."
She then picked out the Bible from the
snelf and flipped it open to a certain
section called the First Letter to the
Thessaionians. And she was xright.
That preacher's words were quoted from
here: "For the Lord Himself will de-
scend from heaven with a cry of com-
mand, with the archangel's call, and
with the sound of the trXumpet of God.
And'the dead in Christ will rise first;
then we who are alive, who are left,
shall be caught up together with them
in the clouds to meet the Lord in the
2ir; and so we shall always be with
the Lord....For you yourselves know
well +that the Day of the Lord will
come like a thief in the nizght."

"fou mean Christ is really cow1n
again, and the Christians, whether
dead or alive, will all disappear? Do
you really believe in this? And...what
would happen after that?"

"Yes, I do believe in +this be-
cause the Bibie says so," She spoke
with such a confident tone., I had
never heard her speak = like this, not
even wnen she gave a seminar ‘of her
favorite topic, Bhe then Ilipped the
Bible to the Gosuel of John,

"Here in chapter 14 Jesus Chrlst
Himsel? says, "And when I go and pre-
parc a piace for you, I will come a-
gain and will take you to myself, that
where I am  you may be.also;' The an-
gels testify to this coming event in
chapter one, verses 10 and 11, in the
Boock of the Acts of the Apostles, ‘'And
while they (the disciples of Jesus)
were gazing into heaven as He (Jesus
Christ) went, bshold, two men stood by
them in white robes, and said, "MHen of
Galilee, why do you stand looking into
heaven? This jesus, .who was taken up
from you into heaven, will come in the
same way as you saw Him go into heav-
en."' Also, the passage we just read
in I Thessalonians 1is a testimony by
Paul the Apostle., There are many other
writings in the Bible prophesying this
event too."

"But how can you prove +that the
Bible is  credible?" I thought I was
being scientific,

<
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"Lt is a very interesting ques-
tion, Linus. But before I try to an-
swer that, letmecite the famous phys-
icist C. 4. Coulson. from his  Dbook
Science and Christian Belief, He says
something to the effect that the
greater part of a student's acceptance
of science and rejection of religion
springs from his unexamined belief
that science accepts no presuppositions
and must therefore be superior to
Christianity which is overloaded with
them, He comments that the phrase
'science withoul presuppositions' is a
hopelessly superficial description of
our discipline, My primary reason for
accepting the Bible to be the truth is
that it claims itself to be so. Of
course, there are other reasons to
support this belief, such as the har-
mony ‘of the writings of forty authors
over a span of some Tifteen hundred
years; the miraculous uniqueness of
the Bible in its transmission and sur-

‘vival throughout the centuries and its

worldwide .acceptance and influence;
the accuracy of the fulfilment of many
of the prophecies in the Bible; and
its fantastic effect in changing and
notivating man to the cause of Jesus
Christ, I wouldn't go into the details
of each of +these xreasons, but I'll
lend you the book Know Why You Believe
by Paul Little. T hope it would an-
swer a lot of your questions., Oh, bb—
fore I forget, next Monday night vie' re
going to have a 3ible study, and ©
topic will certainly be of interest to
}[OU. i

"hat is it?" .

"The second coming of Christ!"
Karen replied laughingly and went away.

SUITDAY, DECEHBER ‘2

After reading th?ough half of the
book Karen gave me last Thursday, I
became a2 bit more convinced that Chris-

tianity is not as  irrational as I
thought it was, and I was, looklng for-
ward to ths Bible study- tonor*ou _eve~
ning. Since I had never.been. to a Bi-
ble study before, I was. eager to.find
out how the Christians. study the Bible,
I was also interested -to kuow what the:
Bible has to say about the second .com-
ing of Christ. :

' Yesterday morming, I drove by the
Bible bookshop., Aroused by curiosity,
I went in to see if there wmeye ~any
books on the topic. The saleslady rec
ommended Hal Lindsey's The Late Great
Planet Earth and I bought it. I took
it back to the Ilaboratory and began
reading it. I could not help reading
through the whole book, ~I read it
through again Ilast evening and this

morning. T was getting pretty restless.

I was bothered by what Lindsey has
written. Those things seem so real,
and so imminent. The Middle-East War
in October, the oil embargo,- the ener-
gy crisis, the bowing of the European
countries to Arab pressure, the use of
emergency power by the governments of
the biz industrial couptries to combat

the situation, the bog dewn of the

Arab- Israell negotiation, &all these

“seem to lead step by step.tothat Great

Consummation talked about in that ook,
What am I supposed to de if Chxist is
really coming again? Aand what if Karen’

were taken away to be with Christ and

I were left behind? I was seared!

4 I phoned up Karen and asked her
if she could come over .to my place.
When she arrived, she seemed to have
sensed what I needed, Without asking
me anything, she - took out & hooklet
called Do Yéu inow  The Steno To Have
Feace With God and asked me to read it
through with .her., After that, she
asked me if I would like to pray the
prayer at the end of that book,

I did.
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{ONDAY, DECEMBER 3

~ After supner, I went over to the
computer center, thinking that I might
be able to run a couple of programs
before joining the Bible study at 7:C0
p.m, But it didn't get done as quick-
ly as I thought. By the time I got
the printouts it was already 7:30 p.m.
Immediately I rushed +to the Student
Union Building/ Uhen I walked into
the room where Karen's group was meet-.
ing, the Bible study was almost half-’
through., I felt very embarrassed. Yet
Karen graciously introduced me to the
five or six persons in the group, and
the leader, Wayne, responded by saying,
"It's nice to know you, Linus.
Karen has just mentioned +to us that
you became a Christian last nlght.‘ e
are really happy for you and we wel-
come you +to join our Bible study to-
night, It's too bad that you missed
the first falf., We've Jjust finished
discussing the promises of - Christ's
coming again and what would - happen
when He comes. But we want you to
feel at home while we continue to loock

at the impiications of Christ's second
coming and what it means to us Chris-
tians personally." I was feeling too
embarrassed to say anything Decause I
was late, and I just nodded.

"Well, O.K., what does” the Blble
teach concernlng our preparation for
this great event -- Christ's second
coming?" Weyne turned +to the group.
His confident voice really sounded
like a leader's. :

"Since Christ will come again
only after the Gospel has been spread
to every corner of the world, our task-
would naturally be to spread the Gos-
pel gquiclly and widely."

"I think our task  is more +than
just preaching the Gospel. Paul says
in II Timothy chapter &, verses 1 and
2 that we should preach the wholesome
Jord of God, that is the Lible, as
well as teach, exhort, reprove and re-
buke so that Christians  can become
mature! "

"Peter and Mary's points are good.
But I would like to point out another
important aspect -- the significance .
of Christ’s coming on our cwn lives.
The Apostle John says in I John chap-
ter 3, verses 2 and 3 that we should
keep ourselives pure, morally and spir-
itually, if we have this promise of
becoming 1ilke Him and seeing Him face
to face. Also; Pauly writing.to Titus,
says that we Christians should live a

sober, self—controlleﬂ and gedly life
as we are waiting for Christ's appear-
ing." ‘

"Yes, I agree completely with
Jim. Those verses are really a chal-
lenge -to me," said Karen.

"I am really amazed at Paul’s at-
titude when he was facing the prospect
of seeing Christ, I mean, he was bhub-
bling over with joy, and death to him



“that ye may grow thereby.'
“the habit and appetite +tc read and

£ just 2 ste Dning ston2 to eternal
lory., I especially love the aorus he
wites in Iz ’vnothr “hapt T 4%, verse

{en laic¢ up for me
the crown of rlbhtcououe 5, which the
Lord, will reward
to me on “V“L Jay, and not only to me

but also 1o all who have loved His
appearing.'"

The 3ible does not givs a clear-
th ion  of when Christ will Le

is important for us as
pristians  to be always on the alert,

Ciex
and do %he work of God diligentiy -
while there is stiill time.”

They also spent quite a bit of
time in sharing how they apvlled these
Truths in  their lives, Though the
things they were talking about were &0
forsign to me, 1 found that these peo-
ple wers really sincere and seemed to
mean what the; saiy.

e c
the meet-
shoulders, He
izughed, f1i s 2ible and
said, “Linus, wderstand. that the
ualng we were talking about might be
a bit zvove your head, Here is what T

“would suggest to you. I Peter chapter
2, verse 2 534 Vu, 'Ag  newborn Tbabes,

desire the sincere millk of the Word
2
Develop

fstudy'God's ford, then as ycou grow in

your Christian life, you wlll be able
to know how to prepare For Christ's
second coning, How would you liks the
idea of meeting me tomorrow to read

" the Bible together?" I tcld him T
. would be delighted and thanked him for
;. his kindness,

\D

hile we were driving home, Karen.
handed me a piece of paper., Or-it was
vritten:

i
.

miy faith has found & resting place,
itot in device o c;eed -

trust the Gver-living One,

His wounds for me shall plead.

-

ugn for me that Jesus saves,
This znds my fear and doudt;
sinful soul I come to Him,

He'll never cast me out,
My great Physiclan h 13 t e sick,

g t
b ;
The lost He camo to save;
H ~ecious blood Hc shed,
"e He gave.

I need no other argument,
T need no other plea;
It is enough that Jesus died,
And that He died for me." O

M
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Two .thousand years ago,

Wise nen followed the star.

And came looking

or one born King of the Jews.

Today, wise men still follow the star,

Yas Jesus really King?
What if He were?
hat if He weren't?

From the court of Pilate
Came the same question,
"Are you the King of the Jews?"

Jesus answered,

"T am not an eartnly Hing,

If I were,

My followers would have fought

When I was arrested by the Jewish leaders.
But my Kingdom is not of the world,"

Pilate replied,
"But you are a King then?"

"Yes," Jesus said. .
"] was born for that purpose,
And I came to bring truth to the world.

. A1l who love the truth are My followers,”

- myhat is truth?®

Pilate exclaimed.

And for two thousand years,

Men have asked the same question.

Some have found.,

Cthers have not.

For thoss who found

They have found it in the King.

For even before the question was asked,
The King Himself gave the answer --

"I am the way, the truth and the life..."

Jesus said...

"If you continue in Iy Word,

You are truly my disciples,

And you will Imow the truth,

And the truth will make you free."

s
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The life of Jesus Christ is the ‘would be bruised in crushing "the e-

pivot of humen histoxy.
Bible is centered on Him. The Aposile
Paul writes ‘that "Ang: by common con-
fession great is the mystery of godli-
ness: He who was revealed in the flesh,
Was vindicated in the Spirit,
Beheld by angels,
Proclaimed among the nations,
Believed on in the world,
Taken up in glory."(I Tim, 3:16)

The whole

One of the writers of the Gospels
in the Bible, Matthew, depicted Jesus

as the Xing, but His kingdom was not
of this world. Another writer, Mark,

‘brought out the fact that He was the
Servant, but He was also the WMaster.
Luke emphasized that He was a perfect
Man, but He was no ordinary man, John
wrote of Jesus in His Deity but he
was much more than that. Z&ven in try-
ing to describe the things that Jesus
did, John had to admit that the world
Aitself could not contain the books
that should be written. .

However, one theme common in all
Gospels is that Jesus was born to die.

Even before the birth of Jesus,
His coming was prophesied in the 014
Testament of the Bible, and the first
reference can be traced back to the
aftermath of man's fall, when Adam
and Eve had disobeyed God. But even
as God executed judgement on man,
He unfolded His plan of redemption,
He declared that out of the offspring
of the woman (Eve) would come One who

m»-wWM.,_w.meM“\

vil one." (Genesis 3:15)

God continued to reveal His plan
of redemption when He chose Abrakam to
be the Father of the nation of Israsl
from which the promised One would come,

God promised Abraham that because of
his faith in Him, his family and ulti-

mately the whole no*-d viould be blassed

This promise was to be Tfulfilled in
the coming of ‘Jesus., God was trus to
His word -- He blessed Abraham's son,
Issac and then Issac's son, Jacch sho
was the father of elve tribes. Ir
the tribe of Judah ceme David, And
from ths family of Devid] Jesis ® wa

born., Jesus’ family line on eaxrth can
thus be traced back to Abraham.

The sorrowful death of Jesus
also foretold, Writing over seven hux-
dred years before Jesus® birin, he
prophet Isaiah predicted,

"He was despised and forsaksa of

men, ' '
A man of sorrows,
with grief;

o
'.al\ ve

ey =
Wba

and acquainted

PF OO0 CHEDT

But He was pierced
our transgressions,
He V“scrusneﬁzorour,nlqu Ltiess

Throuszh for

prpr—"
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By oppression and Judgenont Hel

was taken away:

His grave was a5516nﬁ6‘to be - w1th~*

wicked man,
Yet witha rich man in His death.”

(Isaiah 53:3,5,8,9) .

One only has to wread +the account of
Jesus' death in the four - Gospels to
realize the complete accuracy of this
prediction.,

Then Jesus came, His very name
means "Saviour", for He would save
His geople from their sins, (Matthew
1:21 :

Throughout Jesus' life, His mind

was constantly fixed on His mission on
earth, Even at the age of twelve, Je-
sus said to His earthly parents, "Know
ye not that Inust be about my Father's
business?" On another occasion He
said, "My food is to do the will of Him
that sent me, and to finish His work."

Jesus also referred to His death
(and resurrection) on many other oc-
casions, He drew an anwlopy from the
Book of jJonah and said that just as
Jonah wes in the belly of the fish for
three days and three nights, He would
be buried for the same length of time,
He snoke of His death after His trans-
figuration. And quite to the indig-
nation of +the chief priests, the
scribes and the elders, Jesus exposed
their intention to plot against Him.
He +to0ld them a parable in which He
described how the +tenants of a vine-
yard kiile@ the servants and finally
son of the owner. (Mark 12:1-12) Did
Jesus know about His death? IFew would
dispute it,

Not only did Christ know +that He
was "born todie", but He was also more
than willing to accept it. He prayed
to God +the Father, saying, "I have
glorified thee on the earth; I have
finished the work which thou gavest me

‘was fulfilled in Christ. The

~At the Last Supper, in His
Judas' betrayal and
of Him, and in - His

to do."
prediction of
Peter's denial

“prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane, He..

repeatediy mentioned about His own
death. - We are left with no doubt that
Jesus was orepared to die., Indeed what
a shout of victory that ' was when He
cried out on the cross with His last
breaths "It is finished!™

But why was He "born to die"?

The Bible tells us that the wages
(result) of sin is geath. But Cod
wants us to have life and life eternal
with Him, And God's plan of redemption
sacri-
fice of Christ's life vhen He died in
our place was taken as the substitute
for the punishment of sin for all men.,
Christ Himself took the form of flesh
and blood that "through death He might
render powerless him who had the power
of death, that is the devil, and might
deliver those who through fear of death
were subjected.to slavery all +their
lives," (Hebrews 2:14b-15) He conquer
-ed death by His resurrection from the
dead and now we have a living Chrlut
Hallelujahi

Towards the end of John's Gospel,
John says, "But thesearewritten, that
you might believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God; and +that be-
lievingyoumight have life through his
name." Christ left the gloxy in heaven,
became man, further humbled Hinself
to the point of death, even the death
on a cross, Greater love has no man
seen than this.gj
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David H, Adeney

The first reaction I had when I
saw the title of the book CHINA, Chris-
tian Students Face The Revolution in-a
Christian bookstore was one of curlosity
especially when I realized -that <the
author was a Western But when I
recogniged that if nother publi-
cation of Mxr., David Adensy, I was very
thankful to God.

fihen +the Communists took over
China, Mr. David Adeney was there help-
ing Christians -establish and maintain
a witness for Christ. Since 1951, when
he was forced to . leave, he has been a
China watcher. He is, at present, the
Dean of +the Discipleship Training
Centre of the Overseas lilssionary Fel-
lowship in Singapore. I personally had
the privilege of listening to one of
his talks in iong Kong several years
ago. Since then I have been deeply
convinced that +this man does have a
vital message for +the present genera-
tion of Chinese Christians. Among his
publications, the first one that I
came across was & booklet titled Real-
ity, in which reference was made to the
compartmentalization of the mind of
Chinese Christians 1in Hong Kong. To
them, Christizanity was merelya "spirit
-ual" matter, so much so.that they did
not care to pray for the social hap-
peningsn around them, An example giv
—en was that in the summer of 1967,
the Chinese Christians in Hong Kong knew
very well about the riots going on and
yet they made no reference Lo the whole
matter in their congregational prayers.

In this new book on China, the
emphasis is not on the historical
account of the 1949 revolution and its
effects on Chinese Christians, but on
the effects it should have on our mind.
"Tf we can understand what lies behind

asliaie



their story -- the thinking in the minds

of the Christian students, the strategy .

of the ‘Communist leaders -- we shall
be in a better position to prepare for
the. crises through which the church in
both Asia and the West may be required
to pass in the days just ahead." (1)

As Christians, we should learn how to
respond to charges such as: "You Chris-
tians talk about the importancevf leovc,
but how can you solve the economic
problems of this world through charity?
Damn your charity! Ve want justice.”
(2) Thelackof social consciousness of
many Chinese Christians is a familiar
target for Communist criticism. On the
other hand, Hr. Adeney does not leave
room for the implication of ideas of
social Gospel. He repeatedly empha-
sizes that the ability +to maintain a
true witness does not depend solely on
grasping the Christian answer to Commu-

nist arguments, It depends rather on
the reality of fellowship with the risen
Lord. "Christians who fail in a Commu-

nist society do so invariably because
they have lost touch with the source
of their spiritual life." (3)

In the last chapter of the book,
Hr, Adeney records his suggestions
given to a young Chinese Christian
medical student who asked about the
involvement he
to settle down as a Christian witness
in the People's Republic, I find the
suggestions very-challenging. A Chris-
tian witness in China would form a
sharp contrast to both the pcpular im-
age of a "nice" Christian in the West
-- one who keeps his beliefs to him-
self and tries not to cause any dis-
turbance around him; and the not un-~
common image of a2 "rice" Christian in
the‘EastA-- one who goes to church on-~
ly for'the limited material benefits
available,

A new

would have if hec were :

Two other facts makethls bbokw
particularly pertinent to this day and
age, Firstly, one does not have to
look very hard in order to recognize
Communist influences in various Chinese
student associations in North America,
student, who came to Canada
recently from Hong. Kong, once told a
Christian ~that he had been "advised"
by some Chinese Communist students not
to associate himself with any Christians
on campus., Secondly, the bamboo cur-
tain 1is gradually being 1lifted up
before our eyes, But there is no sign
of any short cut to-spread the Gospel.

to the mllllonu,' ‘indeed, e do not
really expect.:dny easy road. It is
well to encourage and remind cne an-

other with Mr, Adeney's words:"Intel-
lectual preparation without a burning
love for Christ will never provide the
courage and steadfast faith which alone
can sustain true discipleship.” (4)

Reference:

(1) p.15 S

(2) p.7k RN

(3) p.8%

(L" .83 81\" T I.‘- i H

N

CORRECTION

In the last issug, Vol VIII Num-
ber 7, page 14 should begin as:

"It must be pointed out, scien-~
tists say, that the time taken for
the...."

ile apologize For any inconven-
ience that might have arisen from the
omission of these lines.
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Have you ever wondered why you
face problems and difficulties? You
. may question God and wonder if He is
so far away that He cannot hear your
prayers or wonder what you have done
to deserve such punishment. As I look
beck into the past year and a half, T
an ashamed to admit +that I -did - not
trust the Lord more but rather allowed
circumstances affect mny relationship
with Him,

Two years ago as I walked up to
the platform to receive my wniversity
degree, I was filled with many dreans
of what I was going to do, As a Chris-
tian, I was aware of my purpose in
life -~ to preach the Gospel and share
ny faith with others. Consequently my
dreams were built around how toachieve
this, At this point I had not found a
job though I had been searching for
four months, When the situation seemed
hopeless, I decided +to apply to vari-
ous cities across Canada as well, Sev-
exal weeks after applying for a Jjob in
Ontario, I xreceived word +that I was
hired by a particular agency in a city
not too far from Toronto. I was thank-
ful to God for His provision, Hovever,

/\/"

I was unawvare at that time of what the
future would hold for me and of the
lessons I was to learn., As I left for
Toronto, I realized I was leaving be-
hind my parents and many friends. I
Imew virtually no one in the city I
was going to and had not evenmetmy
employer oxr - collecgnes as I was hired
on the tasis of my resume and corre-
spondence. I had mixed feelings about
leaving but the Lord says in Joshua 1:
9, "Be strong and of good courage; be
not afraid, neither be thou dismayed:
for the Lord thy God is with thee with-
ersoever thou goest. " Therefore I
left with the confidence that the Lord
would be with me

The weeks slipped by quickly and
I settled into my Jjob and new environ-.
ment, The work was interesting and
since it was summer I was busy visit-
ing many new places, 3But eventuwally,
I encountered something that is faced
as well as feared Dby many peoble away
from home -- loneliness and homesick-
ness; Hemories of my family around the
dinner table constantly occupied my

mind, Also I constantly thought of my
past dinvolvement with the church and

- 15 -



my fellowship with Christian friends I
had left.behind. I ‘found that because
I was no longer studying in the uni-
versity I seldom associated myself

with the campus Christian fellowship.
Instead I ‘tended +o isolate

groupo
myself from. everyone. I recall walking
home from work
-which was void of any sound -- with
only my breathing dlsturblng the still-
ness . Sometimes the gquietness was
more than I could bear. As I faced
the problem of loneliness, a crisis
oceurred which shattered my ego and
brought on feelings of being rejected.
I had to terminate a relationship with
a close friend who had been a source
of encouragement and moral support to
me. I could not face 1losing this
friend whom I had become dependent up-
on. Ieelings of being hurt and bitter-
ness filled me as I approached GCod
questioning why He was taking her from
me. Iy relationship with God became
weaker aftexr +this and I spent less
time with Him.

Tor several months I drifted a-
long. Then one day ‘I received a let-
ter from a friend
to earlier describing my situation,
God really spoke- to me through this
friend. In the conclusion oF the let-

and entering my room.

-whom I had written.

e

ter was written, "A  mature Christian
is one who can stand alone., He can
offer help instead oi receiving help,
offer love before being loved, and of-
fer comfort TPvefore being comforted.”
These words magnified my immaturity as
a Christian and made me see nhow self-
centered.I was. :

Was not God's love as summed up
in John 3:16, "For God so loved the
world, that He gave His only Dbegoitten
Son, that whosoevzar: believeth in Him
should not perish; but have everlastiing
life," sufficient for me?

I was already foreverned befors I
left for the job that I would face
loneliness. 3Buc I had also been told
that as a c¢hild of God I should not
feel lonely for two reasons: (1) Being
a child of God; I was on God's side
and had Jesus Christ as my close Friend,
(2) My purpose ir 1life was not to
please myself Dbut rather +tc keep 2
close walk with God, to glorify Him,
and to lead men to Him. How qucikly I
had forgotten these words! The dreams
that I had at graduation never materi-
alized as I becane so preoccupicd with
my ‘personal - problems. I had to face
the real issue of my relationship with
God. I was not walking aright with



Gods, As I left for my job I was con-
fident the Lord would be with me but I
had in my weakness forgotten
strong and of good courage. I feared
loneliness and allowed it overcome me,
Rather than entrusting all my burdens
to Christ; I blamed Him for what had
happened to me, In.a time of frustra-
tion I allowed Satan take advantage of
my weakness and cause me to doubt God's
loves I had become. too dependent on
encouragement from my friend rather
than on -spiritual guidance from the
Lord, I did not put my focus on Christ
as a measure fTor living. As the Tord
was patiently waiting for me, I real-
ized I had to return to Him for strength
and guidance.

I drew. closer +to God and asked

for forgiveness. I asked for strength.

to grow in His love and share His love
with everyone. The Psalms became a
source of comfort in my quiet evenings
when I was alone. They taught me how
to express my cares, needs and pro-

lems to the Haster. -As well as study-
ing His VYord, I began
Christian literature. I began to see
that God does alloir us face trials and
suffering not because He does not care

but because He does care for us, He

to be
‘more like Him."

to read more.

wants us to be made perfect. As some-.
one said to me, "He trains us through:

trials so that we will be made:
Halachi describes God
as a refiner and purifier who purges.
the children of Godas gold and silver. .
(Malachi 3:3) I ‘therefore realized
that all the things +that had happened:
to me were part of His training for
me. He did hear my prayers and share
my burdens but T had not given Him a
chance to comfort me, :

many

T could not comprehend why things.

" happened “because I now ~realize they

were beyond my understanding. Yet the
Haster knew the meaning of these trials,
I was to learn to be totally denendent
on Him rather than on man who has his
weakness, I was to learn what it is
like to face loneliness so that T
could be stronger and more understand-
ing towards others who faced similar

problens, I was' to learn that? "=,
imperfect, : And I was to learn that I
would continue to meet trials only to
be made perfect 1like the liaster. He
has promised to grant me strength to
meet these +trials, I look forward to
the day that I may declare as Job did;
"ihen He hath tried me, I shall coms
forth as gold." (Job 23:10b)[]

- 17 - ’ R



|
=~

‘--? D EQ

_‘]\J 6! E

GIF
EOD

- rc . ‘Ilebe -

Drofessor Wiebe
is at present teach-
ing philosophy at
Brandon University,
Brandon, Manitoba,

I

The question of God's existence
has been discussed by western philoso-
phers for many centuries, It has been
proved to bea question of considerable
philosophic consequence, - given that
many eminent thinkers have addressed
themselves to it and given that agree-
ment has been achieved with great dif-
ficulty, if at all, I shall Doriefly

consider some of the attempts made by

philosophers to copne with the question
of the existence of God and then pre-
sent what I understand toc be the bibli-
cal position concerning this matter.

II
Philosophers <frequently charac-
terize God as an omniscient, omnipo-
tent, omnipresent, perfectly benevo-
lent being. This characterization is
thought to capture the pertirent fea-
tures of the being worshipped by at
least the persons adhering +to the
Christian, Jewish, or Moslem faiths,
Many Christian theologians, I suppose,
would endorse such a characterization
as adequate to the conception of God.
The foregoing characterization should
not be accepted without careful con-
sideration, however. One philosopher
has recently argued that the Dbiblical
authors ascribe to God the property of
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being almighty but never the property
of being omnipotent, and that the two
properties in question are net identi-
cal,) Modification of the conception
of .God so +that the property of being
almighty (roughly, having power over
a2ll +things in the universe) is as-
cribed to God rather than the property
of omnipotence (roughly, being able
to do everything) might serve to avoid
sone or all of the paradoxes of omni-
potence, one of which is expressed in
the question: "Can God creates a stone
that He cannot 1ift?"

Attenpts to provide deductive ar-
guments for +the existence of God are
well Imown te students of philosophy.
The famous arguments of 35t. Thomas
Aquiras and 5t. Anselm are examples,
In order for a deductive argument to
providea legitimate basis for claiming
that a statement is true, however, the
argument must be not only valid but
also sound. Ah argument is valid if
the relationship between the premises
and the conclusion of the argument is
such that it is impossible for the
premises to ve true and the conclusion
false, A sound deductive argument is
a valid deductive argument with true
premises. One of the chiel
ties associated with using deductive
proofs to defend that truth of the as-
seriion that God exists is to cobtain
premises Imown to be true. We might
find an argument in which x is validly
deduced from the premises p and g, but
in order for this argument to provide
grounds for believing r to be true, we
must also know --that p and g are true.
If we have more reasons for thinking r
to be false than for thinking p and g
to be true; we mey argue that at least
one of p and g 1is false. Many philos-
ophers have thought it

that one could ever have an argument
from the premises of which one could
validly deduce that God exists which

would be such that one would bhave
greater weason to think the premises
true than +to think the conclusion
false2 liany Protestant theologians
agree that deductive proofs are not
and cannot be satisfactory.

The reasonableness of Dbeliefs

need not be based wholly upon deductive
argunents. As a matter of fact, many
beliefs which people hold do not have
deductive support; the support is in-
ductive, One of the more famous at-
tempts to supply inductive grounds for
the assertion +that God exists is the
argument known as the argument Ifrom
design according to which the order and
perfection of cortain natural objects
and creaturss is attributed toan infi-
nite and powerful designer. David Hume
critized +this argument in his famous
Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion

difficul-.

implausible:

contending that design in nature can
be explained by many different hypothe-
ses, none of which require postulating
a supernatiural being, Many philoso~

phers _have concurred with Hume's
attack.? It seems to me that the pos-

sibility of inductive support for the
belief that God exists cannot easily
be ruled out.'This‘érea needs more at-
tention from philosophically minded
theologians and +theclogically minded
philosophers.

IT

¥o proof for the existence of God
is contained in the Bible. The authors
assume that God exists andat least one
contributing writer; David, osserts
that 7people who sincerely deny that
there is a God are fools (Psalm 53).
The portrayal of God in both testaments
is closely associated with unusual phe-
nomena or evenbts in which some charac-
teristic of God or God Himself is man-
ifested. For example, the signs done
before +the Pharoah by iioses and Aaron
and the phenomena accompanying the giv-
ing of the Law(@xodus 19,24) are a.man-
ifestation of the power and glory of
Ged: Jesus is the manifestation of God
in human form, and His resurrection
from the dead is attributed to the pow-
er of the Spirit of God (Remans 8). The
position of the biblical writers appears
to be that sucn phenomena are appro-
priately attributed to the power of
God; that only & fool would fail to
recognize such events as a result of
the activity of a supernatural being.,
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The position, common among philosophers
and other academics, that the unusual
phenomena reported in the Bible simply
did not actualiy occur and that such
phenonena just do not occur today is a
sinple but an uniformed approach to
the problem of how such phenomena are
to- be explained, :

5t. Paul appears to espouse the
view that God's existence is revealed
to man in the created worlid. He as-
serts that "... ever since the creation
of the world his invisible nature,
namely, his eternal power and deity,
has been clearly perceived in the things
that have been made" (Rom. 1:20,RSV),
This view is also expressed by David
in Psaln 19 in which he maintains that
the: heavens declare the glory of God,
The day and the night give knowledge
of God (v. 2), and no person anywhere
upon the earth is denied this know=~
ledge (v. 3-4). St. Paul,. making an
allusion to Psalm 19, reiterates +that
mankind generally is given a knowledge
of one Lord (Rom., 10:12-18 esp. v.18).
The revelation of God that has been
nade available to man is a general re-
velation of His eternal power and deity
("divineness," Knox; "Godhead," AV).
A more detailed revelation, as described
in the Old Testament, was made available

to the Israelites, and an even greater
revelation, as described in the New
Testament, has been made available to
Israelites and non-Israelites alike in
the person and life of Jesus Christ,
Philosophers have criticised the
view thot divine revelation could be a
source of knowledge. IMony contemporary
philosophers, if they are willing to
speak of sources of Imowledge, cre in-
clined to include only sense experience
ond rsoson os  sources of Iknowledge.
There is no oo priori ground Ffor limit-
ing the sources of Imowledge to Jjust
the two mentioned, howsver, and it is
arguable that +there is evidence in
favour of the claim thot there are addi-
tional sources of Inmowledge. Mo doubt
many Christians are of the conviction:
thot thelr Inowledge of God and of
Jesus as the Christ was based ondivine
revelation., Someone has quipped: the
man with the argument is at the mexcy
of the man "with experience. - Perhaps
knowledge by divine revelation is not
merely an intellectual affair but some-~
thing which depends on one's meeting
certain conditions of charocter and
attitude. . Controversy regardingGod's
existence is likely to rage as long as
this possible avenue to knowledge is
ignored and remains unexplored, '

FOOTH OTES

1. P.T. Geach, "Omnipotence," Zhilosophy V. 48 (1973)."

2. See J.J.C. Smart "The existence of God," in lew Essays in Philosophical

Theology (London: SCii Press, 1966).
for a discussion of this point,

ed. Antony Fiew and Alasdair MacIntyre,

3« A provocative re-evaluation of Humes position is provided by Helson
Pike in his edition of Dialogues Concerning Haturnl Religion (Indicnapolis:

Bobbs-ienill, 1970) which includes a

substantial commentory.

Pike suggests -

that Hume may have developed two different arguments from design, one
. of which is rejected and one of which is accepted, :

« F'or an.interesting but brief discussion of this and related points sce

Philosophy, The Bible and the Supernatural by Derek Prince (one time

philosophy Fellow of King's College, Cambridge).

This shoxt pamphlet

contains 2 public defence of the Christian faith given in U,B.C.
in 1963 and is aveilable from its author (Box 306, Fort Lauderdale,

Florida),
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