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"Lord, Thou hast heen our dwelling
place in all generations., Before
the mountains were brought infth,
or ever Thou hadst formed the 1‘
and the world, even from everjatbl
to everlasting, Thou art God.”

Psalm 90: 1,2 -
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HANZEL WANI

The following story is by no means that God did not exist.
intended tobean autobiography; I hope One day, when Lwas alone, I look-
that 1t would %be a manifestation of ed 1into the mirror and saw myself.
God's guidance, forgiveness and love. "Well, here is my body," I thought, "I

I was born ina non-religious fam- can think, T can walk, I can move and
ily and I was free to worship whatever I can do whatever I like because I am
I liked, My first contact . mith. the physically fit and I ammentally sound.
Gospel of Christ dated back to the time But what would heppen tome when I die?
when I was having my primary education No doubt, my flesh and bone would re-
in a religious school. But I was too turn to the so0il, but is that all? Do
young to care about life and death; a- I have a soul which is immortal? Since
bout righteousness and unrighteousness, we all have to die someday, what is
T vas busy exploring the unknown world, ~ the purpose of life if everything is
being fascinated by the things around finished by death?” I did not believe
me, that man existed by =ccident and I was

The time came when I was old e- sure that there must Le some meaning
nough to think about religion, I doubt- lying behind the physical 1life,
ed very much the doc irines of the Bible, I began to wander between science
For example, why should I inheritAdan's and philogophy, hoping +that I could
sin? If God is a loving Cod, why does find the . purpose of 1life, However,
He allow so much suffering to exist in they did not give me any concrete ans-
the world? And why should we be en- wer, But one invaluable conclusion I
gaged in this dangerous game which de- arrived at, through +the study of sci-
mands us to make the crucial decision entists and philosophers, was that the
of accepting the salvation in order exhaustive use of reason did not assure
not to be condemned eternally? With us the attainment of all the answers
these queries in my mind, I presumed to life’s problems, neither did it free



us from mistakes, but, it did make us
aware of questions not otherwise raised
and make us detect the mistakes we had
nade, So all the queries and doubts
that T had were only pretexts for my
presumption that God did not exist be-
cause my Treasoning power was limited.
I found that I was making a very seri-

ous mistake in thinking that I could

use my very limited human wisdom to
dig into the infinite mysteries of life
and of the universe, Then
the thought of Cod, the Creator of all
things, came back from the remotest
part of my mind, If God existed, He
certainly would know the purpose of my
life since He created me.

T worked inan accounting firm for
tio months during my summer vacation
two years ago. I could never forget
that xperience because it was the
first time I came into contact with the

"real world", It was the first time
when I saw the unimaginable ugliness
of human nature. When people had a

common desire for something, they all
sought to destroy one another in order
to possess that thing alone. I found
that wickedness, covetousness, envy,
pride, deceit and malignity  were the
characteristics of human nature, I

suddenly,

knew that I was too weak to survive in
this environment and sooner or later,
I would conform and become part of
those people. When the summer holiday
was over, I resumed my study, But I
found that 1life was Ffrustrating, rest-
less, meaningless and hopeless. I could
not imagine any TDbeautiful picture of
this world, I just lived on, but never
knew where I vas going,

Then therc came the new page of my
1life when I came to Canada to further
my study. Right after my arrival at
{finnipeg, I came into contact with a
group of Christians., They helped me a
lot in arranging temporary accomodation
for me and in my registration, I was
impressed by thelr sincerity., I found
that they had. something in their lives
which I lacked, and these were joy,
peace and a purpose in life.

When I settled down, I hadachance
to talk frankly with one of these Chris-
tians, He shared with me the Gospel
of Jesus Christ. Initially, T felt a
bit offended when he told me that T
was a sinner because I still consider-
ed myself innocent of the’ immorality
in which people in society indulged
themselves., However, the words he used
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-to help me to realize my sinful situa-
tion rooted deeply inmymind. He said
that if T could record all the things
that I thought in one day in the form
of movie I would surely be ashamed to
show 1t to others. I had to confess
what he sald was true if I were hones

with myself, I began to see that the
only difference between me and those
who were striving for thelr own inter-
est. in society was that I did not have
to make my liviig, Therefore, ny sin-
ful nature had not yet been completely
exposed, . The fact that although I did
not commit sin in action, I did sin in
my mind substantiated that had a sin-
ful nature., He also told me that Je-
sus Christ, the Son of God, was stand-
ing at the door of my heart, waiting
for me to invite Him into my life, co
that all my sins would be pardoned, and
an abundant life given to me.,. It was
easy for me to know that I was sinful,

but to accept Christ was another mat-
ter,. IPor I found it difficult to hum-
ble myself and admit that I had to be

saved, Iurthermore, T did mnot have
such faith as entrusting my life into
Jesus' hand. I finally prayed to God,

asking Him to reveal Himself to me if

He existed,

A group of Christians in the re-
sidence had a Bible
them in studying the
I was attracted by the lovely
ter of Jesus Christ, and I was special-
ly thrilled by His divine nature, His
claims and His promises., When I came
to the verse where Jesus says,"Ll am
the way, and the truth, and the 1life;
no one comes to the Father, but by me,"”
I stopped to ask myself, "Isn't this
what I'm looking for?" I was overwhelm-
ed with joy for I knew:that Jesus weas
the One needed., He was the'only One

who could Treveal to me ‘the purpose nf

life, At that very moment, T acéepted;

Christ as my personal Saviour and ac—
knowledged Him as the Lord of my life,
At that time I did not know
that faith, but I was convinced that
Jesus Christ
came to the world to die for our sin so
that He might bring us to God.

Study and I Jjoined
Gospel of John, ,
charac--

how I had-
was the Son of God, who "

Later

as I read the Gospel, T knew that it
was the Holy Spirit who hdad rTevealed " -
tome the truth of. Jesus Christ and as-

sured me of my salvation, And in this
very special way, God answeredmy first
prayer,

Jesus Christ pardoned all my sins.
My former strife, fear, doubt, and frus-
tration were replaced by peace, Joy,
love and hope. The questions that
used to bother me were wiped away., -1
am satisfied with the answers whi
find in the Bible, for all answe
in Christ. As far as I can underutand
God made man and gave him free will,
for He did not want a robot. Man could
choose to obey Him and love Him or %o
turn away from Him, Unfortunately,
our ancestor chose the latter alterna-
tive and therefore we, as his descend-
ants, share his sinful -nature. But
God's love and grace cover all our in-
iquities in that He sent His only Son
to the  earth to die for our -sins Be-
cause of one man's sin, weareall con-
‘demned; because of one man's sacrifice,
we can all receive acquittal and life.

As Tor the problem of suffering,
the immense evils and pain in the woxld
originated from the Fall of Adam., I
am also aware of the fact that. Satan
likes to use questions to blind us from
seeing the truth, and I find that I can
overcome Satan's work only by trusting
God, keeping in mind that God is al-
mighty and His wisdom is perfect. My
part is to yield myself to Iin wnd let
Him work through my life to.accomplish
His plan for me, I am very grateful
to God for He tells me that. the purpose
of my life is to live for Him, as re-

corded . in the Bible Iin  Philippians
3:10-11, "+that I may know Him, and the
power of His resurrection -and: the fel-

-sufferings,; being con-
death; in order that I
resurrection from
Standard Voo

lowship of His
formed to His
may -~ attain to the
“the deac." (ew American
sion)

I did not have.to find God by my
own effort., or through any human ways,
for God was at my door. I only had to

open it, then by faith Lcould meet Him

W uiVei- o) Aacp,
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The drizzle was falling like tears
and the sky wasa dull mask., I boarded
the plane bound for Canada with Mrs. A,
leaving my parents, my loved ones and
ny birthplace, facing a future I could
not conceilve,

The plane
and I heaxrd

soared into the clouds
and saw no more of uthe
weeping of my parents, nor did I know
how their hearts were breaking, I
could only wremember the fear that was
in my family when we saw the riots, the
Communists, the burnings, the shootings
and all the news of.rapes, murders and
thefts, andhow cveryone longed to leave

the Colony. My family was not ene of
those that could afford to go, neither
could my parents send me to a foreign
land to study. It would simply cost
too much, But somehow, a relative, Mr,
A, who hadne:contact with his wife ev-
er since the Japanese Occupation, sud-
denly wrote her a letter and asked her
to join him inCanada, Since they were
both approaching their late fifties,
Mr.A asked one in my family to go with
Mrs.A so as to help her in her language
problem on the way as well as to alle-
viate her loneliness.

I felt quite proud to be the cho-
gen one and 'l was expectaﬁ%:of what
the future would I knew I
would be successful in all my dealings
and I dreamed of a big house, and a
car to take me around. I could not
wait to land in that wonderful place!

T arrived with Mrs.A at Winnipeg,
An old man, dressed quite sloppily,
came forth to meet us., He introduced
himgelf as Mr.A. He then drove us to
the little town where we were to re-
side, Along the way, we saw the har-
vest, the lovely gleaning golden wheat,
the vibrant glow of the sunset, and I
felt that surely I could make my future
just as great as this land.

My dream was shattered when we
arrived at town B. The houses were
all very beautiful, with bigcourtyards
in front, but the one Mr.A drove  up
to was the shabbiest, oldest looking
brick house and I could feel my heart
fall, MNevertheless, we unloaded our
things and we met -- his mistress,
From then on and for the next three
years, I led a life of utter misery
and helplessness - and indeed, a page
was turned in my life. :

The beginning of my life in Canada
was really hard for me. I hadto learn
to adapt to the compactness of social
life in the small town in which’ we
lived, to mix with the friendly but
inquisitive people, to master the lan-
puage, and most of all to endure the
homesickness and the misery that: was
engulfing me in seeling the fightings be-
tween Mrs. A, Mr., A and the mistress.
Tt was then that I longed to go home,
to go back to the loving arms of my

offer me,
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parents, I felt all alone in a lonely
woxld,

When the snow began to fall, Mr.A
dpc1and to go away with his nlstress
to another town, leaving lMrs. A and me
by ourselves., He came back once in a
while to see us, to pay for the rent
and the food. I saw the pain and ago-
ny aapin@ n Mrs. A's face, I tried
to ilmmerse inys ﬁf in my studies in or-
der to iorb;t the orrow around, I
took’ long walks at M;rhv and through
deep snow; I lay under the trees and
by the river, just to stamp out <the
loneliness and listless ness in my
heart, and it was then that I began to
question, ”Mhat:hzthe meanlug of 1life?
Vhat is this all about? VWhy should it
be me who has to go +through all these

« Ay, & thriftless spender, be-
gan to find it hard to support us, He
moved us to a spall hotel suite where
there was Just enough room for two:
beds and a bathroom, We cooked in the

bathroom, suffering the heat and fear-

ing that someone would come and kick
us out. Mrs, A was getting worse

She did not have anything to do during
the day. She did not have any friends
because she could not speak the lan-
guage. Whenever she saw me, she poured
out her sorrow in <+orrents and this

irritated me because I felt that I had
too much to bear already., I could not
bear two persons' burdens.
I continued to go to
continued to nurse lrs, A,
tinued to hate her and her moans and
groans: Then I wrote home and asked
ny father what the meaning of life was.
He told me to wait +ill I grew up and
not to think about it at +the moment
because no one knew. He did not know
either, Then I acked a +teacher at
school and he evaded my question by
saying, "You are one of +those who
thinks, Others just live without ask-
ing why, Why can't you do the same?"
Then I ‘came to the
that since there was no meaning in
life, or at least I could not find albin
why should I go on anymore, and let
nyself be swallowed up by misery day
after day? And who Fknows, I might

schoel, T
and I con-

conclusion-

just be insane tomorrow? So I thought
of committing suicide It would not
be hard, for:T had Lead about Deople
killing themselves with arsenic and
since I often went to the cnemical
oom at school, I could easily steal
some and finish myself, After this
idea’ had - come into my mind, I often
went to.the room and looked

hemical
at the': bottle and I was tormented so

es 9

much that I ready to cry. Inside
my heart was the desperate ple ”‘QWP
me, someone"”, and yet I kaew nobody
would care, Then I envisaged mg self
dead,. and the news reached my parents,
How would they wxeact? Could I hurt
them this way? CouldI waste the eigh-
teen years of food and education that
I had and return the world with nothing?

I later met an old man who had
been deserted by his wife and family,
Yet he told me not angry or wi-

mew God and had God
d heard about God.
igious school., but

happy, because he
in his heart., I ha
I had been in a reli
Christianity was then only a religion
to me., Now this old man showed me how
his life could be joyful and meaningful
even in the midst of troubles, because
God was real to him, and trusting in
God was something +to live by, So I
thought I would give it a try anyway
and it was then that began to search
for God., I started to pray . and read
the Bible, There were many things in
the Bible %nat I could not understand,
and some hard for me to accept,
but since inside my heart +there was a
vacuun and a desperate longing for
love, it was easier to find God,
I began to feel cheered up-and could
bear my burdens with ies grudge and
less sorrow., God was my crutch,

for me

Then ame out to
continue my education, I came to Iknow
some  Christian friends, and they led
me to Church, Some of them invited me
to their Bible Study group. I learned
from the Bible +that God loves man
tuuugh man is a sinner, and has sent
Jesus, Christ His only Son to 'die for
man's sin, so that whosoever accepts
Chriet as “his, Saviour “will=ldve ‘his

innipeg to




sins pardoned, and have eternal life
But in accepting Christ, it would mean
also to commit one's 1life totally to

Him. Since the environment had changed -

and I had greater freedom to do what T
liked, the pressure inside me dimin-

ished and T did not feel that I necedsd

The gquestion
acknowledge
and com-

God so muchasmy crutch,

becanc whether I would
Christ as the Lord of my life
nit mysell totelly to

still The naster " my life. At
first, e more doukis and ques-
tlons came i i i 2 1o Wl etner
God was 8o vbl¢aDLe that I could put

my 1life in His

digcupsed mv ausst]

G -dually as T
Loy friends
and g5 I understood mors. abowth the Bi-
ble, I came to Iballae my true self,
T scemed to be able to watch mysell in
a mirror; and the more I came to know
God, the more I was ashamed of myself.

The battle between my ego and God
began to rage in my heart., But I fi-
nally discovered myself to be merely
dirt and mud, all filthy in front of
the Iliost Holy One., At last, I made
the decision, I yielded myself to God.

Yhen I now ponder over those
threelong years of hellish experiences
T feel no anger against anyone, nor do
I sense the pain anymore, I only thank
God that He is merciful and has shown
ne that He loves me, My sufferings 1
fact have Dbrought me to God and I re-
alized that God had a plan to lead me
to know Him., God was a crutch to me,

but He is my friend now. He 1s a
Father who loves me, and I will follow
Hin neo matter where He leads me. Cer-

tainly His heart was burning with ago-
ny when He saw me cry out in sorrow.
And at last He delivered me.

What more do I have to say, ex-
cept to cry with the psalmist: "Bless
the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not
all His Denefits: Who forgiveth all
thine iniquities; Who healeth all thy
diseases; Who redeemeth thy life from
destruction; Who crowneth thee with
lovingkindness ; mercies; Who
satisf%eth thy wmouth with good things:

o that thy youth is renewed like the

im, or I would

eagle's," (Psalm 103:2-5)

"T love the Lord, because He hath
heard my voice and my supplications;
Because He hath inclined His ear unto
me, therefore will I call upon Him as
long as I live." (Psalm 116:1-2)

. .The Lord is my strength, whom

shall I fear? [:::
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Farly this year there was a chan;
Canadian Immiﬂmation Law, I

immi-

landed
Can J«(la

ne

1,¢uhlﬂ
his

before WHovember 30, 13/7 -uuld go to
apply for landed immigrant status
their applications would most
be granted except under extren:
ol However i |

orice thi
over, no
e. And anyone
ed the country
leported,
AWLhOUﬁh the rela
originally intended
immigrants, many students
porary. visas had

ty-day
apply

have
would

—d

person can
found +to
illegally

xatlon period was
the illegal
holding tem-
gone to apply. The
reason why they went is obvious, Who
can count the number of those who had
been rejected for entry by the pro-
fessional schools and faculties just
because they were foreign students?
There is not much hope for a foreign
to get a scholarship
IS

o -
L0Y

student or a
grant even though he may be the top
student in clasg. Yet the foreign

student cannot complair
only fair for a country t
own people, Thus when tl opportunity

to apply for landed immigrant status
came, many foreign students made use
pif =ik,

IT'or those who stay in their home
country, with the warmth of frlendthp
and the coziness of Tamily surrounding
them, the problems of identity, securi-
ty and status may not be so pertinent,
But for those who stay in a foreign
land, these problems become more immi-
nent and acute, It is small wonder .that

this generation of overseas Chiness
has been called "the rootless genera-
tion", Where is their home? So many

would like to go back to Taiwan, ~Hong
Kong and South-east Asia, but are ap-
palled by the unstable political sit-

uations there. Some parepts
childs "Don't come back
unsultable for permanen

and make your dreams come LrUe in the
paradise on the other shore of the
Pagific, "

For those who tortured

Tuture and
it QJ,OU g LIWé. )

by the uncertalinty
the

whiCL tu-
lent when
tnev
i to
boil h ate
who was a a B+
grade point 1d enter into
Medicine t an A was re-
jected, oy i3 iy e
can show hin sl

"mven st into the pro-
fessional stay here and
find & job. nany years in
Canada, it ‘d for me to go
back to the ed home coun-
t-ny. 1} .

Yes, in a sense, they can settle
down, low that <they have obtalned
landed immigrant status and are more
sure of a TDrighter future, they can
start planning, Anyway, who can plan



anything - if he does not know how long
he can stay in a certain place? Now
they can enjoy most .of the privileges
of the people of this country. And in
five years' time they can ‘hecome cit-
izens and maybe then they can consider
to go back to serve their home countries
for a while.

v Yet, deep down in their hearts,
they Inow this land is not thelr home.
This shore of the Pacific isnot really
a paradise, There is 2till something
nissing, The shadow of insecurity and
dissatisfaction linger on, After all,
some people before them have completed
degres after degreeand yet cannot find
a job, Others have spent days and
monthe and years in the laboratory,.but
who 1s th¢re to share with them their
successes, their joy, their tears and
their feelings of loneliness and emp-
tiness? The lucklier ones may get
married and find a good job, but would
-this lead to happiness ever after?

And suddenly, the energy crisis. in
the United States and the war in the
Middle Bast bring them to the painful
realization of the state «f the world
that they are living in. Is man work-
ing towards his ovm destruction? Is

. everyone who

there any hope? Is there anywhere on

‘earth where one can really settle down

What should be the goal of
there any meaning beyond
existence in this world?

for life?
life? 1Is
man's mere

Who ‘can show him the way to life?

Two thousand years ago, a person
had made the  fantastic ‘statement: "I
am the 1light of the worid., Whoever

follows me will have the light of life
and will never walk in the darkness,"
He was Jesus Christ, Through Him, God
offers us a gift -- the citizenship of
His eternal Kingdom, :

"Tor God loved the world so nuch
that He gave His only Son, so that
believes in Him may not
die but have eternal life."(John 3:16)

"Some, however, did receive Him
(Jesus Christ) and believed in Him; so
He gave them the right to become God's
children,"(John 1:12)

For anyone who wishes toapply for
a status in the eternal Kingdom of God,
there is only one requirement, One has
only to go and apply, that is, to " be-
lieve in Jesus Christ. v

This seems incredible. How can
one obtain a citizen status so easily?

15



Has God also made an Adjustment of

Status Programme? What is God's stan-
dard in judging whether one is qualified
or not? Just asno country would allow
a criminal to become her citizen, God

cannot allow sinners to enter His King-
dom Dbecause He is holy and Jjust. The

wages of sin is death. Thus unless
someone who is innocent is willing to

suffer the - punishment which man de-
serves, no one can ever becomea citizen
of God's Kingdom. In His great love

for us, God sent His only Son Jesus
Christ, who is sinless, to suffer the
penalty for us so that if we accept

what Jesus Christ has done for us, our
sinful records would be wiped out and
we can be countedas righteous in God's
sight.

"For He (God) rescued us from the
power of darkness and brought us safe
into the Kingdom of His dear Son, by
whom we are set freeand our sins are
forgiven,"(Colossians 1:13-14)

To everyone who recognizes his owm
sins, who goes to God for helpand for-
giveness and accepts” Jesus Christ as
his Saviour, God would give him the
glorious status of a saint, a righteous
man, even though he is not. This is a
free gift from God, lio one can earn it
by his own effort. NMoreover, the per-
son is allowed +to become a child of
God, By this, heautomatically becomes
a citizen, not a landed immigrant, of
the Kingdom of God. His identity cri-
sis is thus completely solved because
now he Dbelongs to the Creator of the
Universe and He knows where he came
from and what his life is meant for.

In Dbecoming a citizen of God's
Kingdom, we are not only entitled to an

everlasting inheritance which God has
reserved for us; we do not only have
the hope of a brighter future; we also

have discovered a direction for our

lives, Jesus Christ has died to save
us so that we shall not live for our-
selves but for Him who loves us and
gave His 1life for us. And now that we
know we have eternal security and what
our lives are for, we are in a better
position to seec what things are more
important. e can channel our energies
toward some meaningful tasks which are
of eternal value.

A1l the requirements and privileges
of becoming a landed immigrant are
listed. One party has prepared cvery-
thing and it is up to us, the other
party, to make our declsion. Thousands
of people have rushed to apply for
landed immigrant status. But unless
we are sure of our destiny, we can in
no way plan our lives. It is tragic
to see that so many people who care so
much about their future fail to go and
apply for the ultimate security.

"At that time you were apart from
Christ, You were foreigners, and did
not belong to God's chosen people...You
lived in this world without hope and
without God., But now, in union with
Christ Jeésus, you who used to be far
away have been brought near by the death
of Christ....S50 then, you Gentiles are
not forelgners or strangers any long-
er; you are now TFfellow-citizens with
God's people, and members of the fam-
ily of God." (Ephesians 2:12-13,19)

- Shiu -
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! than two years?
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PLEASE RENE
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"T hate my boss! He keeps onnag- I have found an opportunity to revenge.
ging me, giving me a thousand jobs to :

time. Even Dbefore I
first one, he'll tell
I haven't even got

do at the same
can finish the
me to do the next,
time to breathe!®

"I don't like my teacher! He does-
n't even know what he's talking about,
He knows nothing of the subject. I can
even teach Dbetter than he, What a
waste of time!"

But Christians "Judge not, and youv will
not be judged;condemn not, and you will
not be condemned." -Luke 6:737

"o human being can tame the tongue --
a restless evil, full of deadly poison,
With it we bless the Lord and Tather,
and with it we curse men, who are made
in the likeness of God. From the same
mouth come blessing and cursing. My
brethen, this ought not to be so."

~James 3:8-10

There is only one public telephone
in the whole quarters, I was desper-
ate to make a call, but somebody was
using it, So I waited patiently.
Twenty minutes, forty minutes, an hour,
one and a half hours passed, I was fum-
ing inside, really mad at this person's
inconsideration.

The next day while I was using
the phone, she appeared behind mne,
waiting., I was really glad. At last

1=
-
i

But Christian: "It(Love) does not keep
account of evil or gloat over the wick-
edness of other people,”" -1 Corinthians

13:5

pleasc try to
save me Worry-

"Alan, could you
come back by eleven and

ing? Also take the umbrella with you,
for you never know these Bnglish weath-

" -
ers.,

"Oh Mom, why can't you leave me
alone! I'mnota  kid anymore,you know.
You don't have to wait for me to come
back.. Besides,thc sun is.shining right
now inspite of the weather forccast,
It's never worth trusting anyway, - I
don't think I need the umbrella and I
really couldn't say what time I'll be
in. Just stop worrying," '

But Christian children;:"Obey your par-
rents in the Lord, for this is right."
-Ephesians 6:1
"Love does not insist on its owm way."
~1 Corinthians 13:5 i

Do you love your parents?

"tThy should I work myself to death
while the others are teking their time
. —-—drinking. coffeeand chatting to each
other? I might as well join them and
relax,"
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"fhy should I study so hard? Since life, But remember Jesus says, "T am
I'm not sesking after money, high po- the way, and the truth, and the life,

sition and applauses from society any-
more, I might as well devote my time
in the Church Féllowship and leave my
study alone!"

But Christian: "Whatever your hand
finds to do, do it with your might."
-Fecelesiastes 9310,

At this present age, people may
educate you with thelr own different
ideas the right attitudes to

about

no one comes to the Father but by me.’
(John 14:6) So, let us re-examine our
lives fully. Let us see if we have
followed the teaching of Christ in our
words, in our deeds, in our attitudes
to our parents and friends, and most
important of all in our loyalty(in all
aspects) to God. "Let every man be
quick to hear, slow to speak...but be
doers of the word, and not hearers on-
ly."(James 1:19-22) Let us practise
our faith and be living witnesses for

ChriSt'r_1
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How, did life begin?
"Science has found the answer! "

Scientists suggested that the at-
mosphere enveloping the earth when it
was Tirst formed was very different
from the atmosphere we know today, It
did not consist of nitrogen, oxygen
and carbon dioxide but was a mixture
of methane, ammonia, hydrogen, water
vapour and some traces of hydrogen sul-
phide, These gases, according to some
scientists, interacted to form the com-
plex materials of a living cell,

It is postulated that when the
earth was first formed from ball of
hot gases, its surface was of a higher
temperature than it is today. Solar
radiation was much stronger because
there was no omone layer, formed from
oxygen, to screen the earth from the
sun, furthermore, volcanic activities
were much more violent and Ifrequent.
Upsurge of hot gases and liquids from
the centre of the esarth erupted fromany
weak point on the earth crust. As soon
ag water vapour condensed to liquid
water, it was evaporated again by the
hot ground., This produced a convection
current in the aimosphere and an envi-
ronment sultable for chemical interac-

Dol )@b @ 7
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tions, Lightnings flashed througn the
clouds of reactive gases, glving the

required energy for reactions to take
place, Look and behold, traces of or-
ganic compounds including organic
acids, amino acids, mon0““cc]arldeo'(a
type of sugar) and even nitrogenous
bases, were formed,

Mow the earth cooled down further.
Water vapour condensed to liquid water
and dwelled in the lower areas of the
surface of the earth, More organic
compounds were formed and dissolved in
the water to give a large pool of or-
ganic soup., The earth was equipped
with materials, simple as they were,
to produce life

Some pool of the organic Soup was
trapped by land. It became concentrated
as 1t was being drisd up by the sun
and the wind, From the small molecules
of amino . acids , monosaccharicdes and
nitrogenous bases,; large polymers like
proteins and nucleic acids were formed.
After these twoc substances which are
characteristic of cells came to exist,
it was only a matter of time, some sci-
entists believe, that the first living
cell came to life,

= 1% =



viable cell to

long and the

emerge was 1mnpnu01J
number of reactions invol-

ved in the process was
However, the '"accepted” = of the
earth, deduced by geologiqtsfmyicoqmo—
logists, is take

of five thousand million years, Glven
such a time which is almost infinite ly

e

leng, the

0
least possible ev
say, becones a

probable

probable event becbf-l@s a- cer ;
The fact that all kinds of cell exist
on earth, in the eyes of these selent-
ists., venits mu
have

The Tirst. cell [ i3 said to
exist vas very simple compa with the
cells that are foumL‘oLw o Bk sven
then, it is hard tC)imaglneluﬂqthe:Eirst
ccll came to existence by the law of
probability because the cell, though

simplified by the lack of
is an extremely com-
unit, To say -that
evolved from the ran-
dom interactions of chemical substances
by chance is to go directly against a
universal law, theSecond Law of Thermo-
dynamics,- which states, 1n simple
terms, that entropy (randomness) in an
isolated system tends to increase with
time., Therefore random interactions
of chemical substances could not lead
to the organization of an. orderly unit
of which entropy is minimal,

ery much
Imowledge of man,
plex and orderly
this orderly unit

neakn
life is
of the actual
The slightest

S5

in the chemical
1z L appre-
complexity of the

resemblance of a
of molecules, which can be
by relatively simple chemical
1s and.nueleic acids
that Dvommnu and

ced
U“obebse y o protein

is taken to mean

innumerable,

in the region
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nueclele a61u5Pouldlm
lar reactions, if' these reactions oc-

curred frequent -enough. However, a
somevhat detailled study reveals the com-
plex structure and 'unctwon«x[ the pro-
teins andnucleic aeids,-, Both are het-
P“OOulvmﬂﬂ“, The' px rofeins are made up
of..about twenty diff Lcmt amino acids.
The two kinds of nucleic acid consist
different nucleotide monomers.
" them today these polymers
L‘W(\m of monomers
1ite order

produced by simi-

(o

As we lmow

grEgaism produc-
Manv of the cellular proteins are
eNZyIL=c Their function is to promote
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these re-

dowm ofv: Le s

actions might occur spontaneously in
any case, but at too slow a rate to be
compatible with 1life, The enzyme
catalase speeds up the breakdown of

vber and oxygen
bult,Lx11nor—
epeeds it up by 10

hydrogen peroxide into wa
by 20,000 .times,
ganic element, only
times,
are well lnown for their
the reactions they cat-
alyze, This can be explained by the
fact that enzymes  possess precise
though extremely complicated structures
number of

Enzymes
specitieclity in

Tach enzyme has a certain

specific gi on which mnolecules
are brought ether and react.  The
chance thav a ctional enzyme would

come to existence from random polymer-
iration of amino acids is therefore
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only a mathematical possibility. More-
over, enzymes are very delicate mole-
cules and are very vulnerable to slight
changes in the chemical "environment.
Even in living cells where the environ-
ment is optimal ZLor thelr -existence,
they become worn out with time and have
to be replaced Dby new molecules of
enzyme, It is therefore highly ques-
tionable for them to exist for long, if
thay did come to being by chance, in
the pool of organic goup that is said
to exists

Reactions 1n a
well coordinated, Hnzymes are working
as a tean in systems, Tor sach of the
major reactlions of a cell, there is an
enzyne involved, Thieg then calls for
the existence of several enzymes at the
sarne time and in the right place, To
further complicate the picture, enzymes
are known to be oriented in bigger sub-
cellular structures 8o that the reac-
tions they catalyze would proceed in a
smootnh fashion, The probability of
several 1ndependent events to occur
at the same time is the product of the
probabllity of each of the events, It
is very unlikely for a single enzyme
to evolve from random chemical reac-
tions, It is almost an impossibility
for several of them, all involved in a
certain well coordinated chain of reac-
tions to occcur at the same time and
being precisely arranged in the required
positions., In a living cell, several
such enzyme systems are known to exist,
thus further diminishing the probabil-
ity of their existence by chance,

The cellular components that are

living cell are

even more complex than the proteins
are the nucleic acids, In the cells
we know today, the nucleic acid that is
responsible for the storing of genetic
information and its. transfer to. the
next generation is DNA(Desoxyribose
nucleic acid). It dictates the struc-
ture of all the proteins inside the
cell, enzymes and no enzymes, thus di-
recting all the events taking place
in the cell, Since all proteins are

very =xact in structure, the laforma-
tion that codes +them in the DHA must
be ve exact and this requires a very
exact structure of the DNVA molecule .,
Since the TA must carry all the in-

formation for the construction of all
the proteins in the call, it must be a
huge molecule,
Now for the first living cell to
come to existence, all +the required
enzymes had to be present, As one en-
zyme wore out, replacement had to be
accessible., This could not have come
from random chemical reactions for it
would take many years, eveh if 1t did
eventually come about, The other en-
zymes would have worn out a long time
before this could have happened. It
may be postulated then that the re-,
placement had been synthesized from .
DNA. This could only be possible if
the DNA did have the right information
and did exist at the same time and in
the same place with these enzymes, It

- really takes a mathematician to calcu-

late this probability, Some scientists
claim that DIIA came about by random
polymerization of nucleotides, But the
probability that a functional DNA, a
DNA molecule with the right .informa-
tion, appears in the wvacinity where
all other cellular components are pres-



ent;. is so small that it almost im-

possible,

is far from being
enouch is Imown

The living cell
understood. However,
for its complexity to be appreciated.,
Judging from this, one can easlily ar-
rive at the conclusion that the cell
is a masterpiece created by an Intelli-
gence which no human mind can emulate,

It is well said in the Bible,
"Bver since the creation of the
world His invisible nature, namely

His eternal power and delty, has
been clearly perceived 1in the
things that have Dbe=n made. So

they are without excu 2

(lLOﬂ'chl‘lQ ik 320 ﬁ'(.hr)

2,

No one has ever suggested a tele-
vision set could come about by numerous
actions or interactions of a few kinds
of metal, glass, plastic and other mat-
erials. When compared with the living

cell, the television set is very simple
an&, in fact, +their difference in
structure and function is so great that
they are inconparable. The probabllity
Tor an event to happen by chance depends
on the degree of complexity of the
event. It is therefore much more pro-
bable for a television set than a liv-
To exis

e

living cell to evolve from random chem-
ical reactions. However, time 1s not
a factor here Thecause the same length

time, no matter how long, was also
available for some random chemical
reactions to procuce television set
by chance., The basic elements that
constitute a television set have also
existed ever since the earth began.,
Conditions can very well be postulated
1o account for the gradual shaping of
the machine., Evidernces can also be
clted To ort the hypothesis that
telev.ision did come irom  chemical
evolution. is absurd to believe
or even postulate such a hypothesis,
it is outrageously ridiculous to enter-
ualn the idea of chemical evolution of
s s
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When man chooses to use probability
to account for the occurrence of life,
he rejects the idea that he is created
by an almighty God. He regards himself
as the highest form of intelligence,
He wants to be his own master, It is
the pride cfman that prevents him from

eeking his own Creator, and from find-

ing the meaning of life. [

—~

ing celil C >y chance, It may be //
pointed out by some scientists Lha+ 1t o // N
took millions o? ye&ls for the rst (’ ( N\
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The Fountain is in need of o new cover design for ile apologize
the issues of Volume 9, 1974, We welcome contributions
of suggested designs from our zreaders. We,would like | for inadvertently
the designs to be drawn in black and white only; with ~
size exactly the same as that of all present issues of |misspelling  [Ir,
The T'ountain., In designing; both the - English and the
Chinese covers should be considered. The words "Foun-
tain”, ”Wﬂqploe" Chinese Christian Fellowship", and
('), G t%ﬂFﬁ¢ 547 [B)32 b KR ) sl ould also appear on
the &Eng lluh and the Uhlneop sides of the “design res- ;
pectively. The last date for the ‘submissipn of sug- on page 2. [
Jeqﬁe& 6651gnu is December 31, 1973.. We sincerely hope )

that our readers will participate
ing us Suggestionsa

in God's work by giv-
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The'Lord

Lord, I pray,

11 '!‘;1_1}';‘,1‘)1 r~ s1f,

I'11 strive to know You.

But vould You- give me

Blessing, success and security,

Keep me unharmed amidst all turmoils,
Then I'11 follow You. ‘

Stop. paying me lip-service,

For vain is your worship,

And your heart is far from me.
Spare me the noise of your songs,
For I will not listen any.

You call me Lord, Lord,

Why don't you do what I say?

Seek ye first my Kingdom and my rlghtboubneso,'

And'all these things shall bs added unto you,

Lord, T do seek You,
Can't you remember what I've done for You,

~ And the time I've spent, O God,

The Lord:

For the work of Your Church?
Your Word I study everyday,
Thrice daily I kneel and pray,

- Church meetings I never miss,
"Lvangelism I try hard to practise,

Lord, have You forgotten all these?

Yes, you 'seek' me day by day,
And -'delight' to know my.ways,
Yet T do not see,

* For you are contaminating your sacrifices

By your selfish attitudes and your evil heart,
And not only your sacrifice,

But everything you do as a means to know me,
That's why you're ever learning,

But can never come to know my truth.

w 17 =
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I: Lord, examine me.,

The Loxrd:
i
The Lord:

Worldly entertainment I despise,
Movies I seldom see,

Television I do not w%b@h,

Modern novels I never read,

Partles I dare not attend

In doing so,

Bven’ Christians say I'm too Mnarrov'!
No, I am not evil! '

Stop boasting, you Phariseel

Your 'righteousness' is worse than a filthy rag,
For your 'good deeds' are but hypocrisy.

They make me worry, rather than add to my gory.
Tell me,

What do you do when no other can see?

If your friends know your heart,

How shameful you will be,

You may cheat others,

But certainly not me.

Clean first the inside of your cUup;

So that the outside may become clean also, (1)

Lord, but still, how can you say I am selfish?
Tithe I give, the needy I help,

Benevolence is my watchword,

Love my neighbour is my proverb.

Certainly, I don't think just about myself,
Though inevitably, I do sometimes put myself first,

Your love is not genuilne,

When you tell me; "I love my Hbl“thUl,

That's just a lie,

In your heart, .

Enmity, strife, Jealousy, anger, selfishness, dis-
sension, party spirit and envy coincide.

I need only to mention your jealousy,

When you know someone 1s better than you,

You feel hurt;

{fhen someone is in trouble,

You smile to yourslef, "Too bad, poor boy, but luckily,
it isn't me,"”

(1) Matthew 23:26 (New American Standard Version)



The Loxd:

Yes, I may fail to love others,
But I do love You as my only God and Lord.
I worship no idols,

Whenever people are talking astrology,
I cover my ears;

When my friends discuss palmistry,

I close my eyes and flee,

My heart fecls indignant,

When I read in the Bible

How the Israelites bowed -to idols and turned against
Am I not standing firm,

As I guard myself from such abomination?

Your idols are even worse than the Israelites'.

They are invisible,

And you submit yourself willingly to their control,

laterialism is your idol,

For materialistic wealth you covet,

And pierce yourself through with many sorrows,

You've fallen into a snare,

Into many senseless and hurtful desires

That plunge men into ruin and destruction. (1)

Look, look also at your pride!

Personal glory you seek,

Fame and praises you gratify

You do not seek my glory,

But turn your eyses on yourselfl,

And worse still, your own sins you try hard to excuse.

Anger you feel,

But indignation you call it,

You are quick to sense and brood over what from others
you have to bear,

But you do not notice how much others have to bear from
you. (2) :

You, yourself, are your own idol,

Yet still you make sound plea

And maintain that you are right before me,

Or are you like a horse or a mule, without

Which must be curbed with -bit and bridle,

Else it will not keep with me?(3)

(1) 1 Timothy 6:9 (Revised Standard Version)

(2) Thomas a Kempis, The Imitation of Christ, Book II.V.,
"On turning our eyes on ourselves,”

(3) Psalm 32:9 (RSV)
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Lord;

Tord, I am vile,

I cannot open my mouth to answer any .furthcr,

I dare not speak any mors.

Your hand is so heavy,

That the sap in me dries up as in summer drought (1)

I cannot but admit, I always grieve Your Spirit and
gin against You.

I am trembling,

Lord, what should I do?

The.man I look to is a man down-trodden and distressed,
One who reveres my words. (2)

Return to me your God,

Tor you have stumbled in your evil courses,

Come with your woxds ready,

Come back to your Lord. (3)

. Should I mark iniquities,

No one could stand.

But there is forgiveness with me;
And I will redeem you

From all your iniquities.

With sorrow I .confess my disobedience,
Forgive me my hidden faults, my presumptucons:sins,
Despise not my broken and contrite heart.
Cleanse me, and wash me thoroughly,
That I shall be able to sing:
"3lessed is he whose transgression is forgiven,
tthose sin is covared.
Blessed is the man to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity,
And in whose spirit there is no deceit.” (&)
Teach me your ways,
1! your paths known to me.
Give me strength and wisdom,
To know You more clearly,
To love You more dearly,
And to follow You more nearly, (5)
That I may present my body & living sacrifice,
Holy, acceptable to You,
And to take up my cross and follow You,
’ __ Amen -~

e

Psalm 3234 (New ZInglish Bible)
Isaiah 6632 (NEB)

‘Hosea 14;1-2 (EB)

Psaln 32:1-2, (RSV)

Richard of Chichester's prayer.
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