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“the word of God is quick, and powerful, snd
sharper than any twoedged sword, plexcing
even to the dividing asunder of soul and
spirit, and of the joints and maxrow, and is
a discerner of the thoughts and intents of
the heart,® (Hebrews uslz)

CONTENT .

JUNE 28,1973 VOLIME 8 NUMBZR 4
2 TO MAVIS WITH LOVE coocoooccsvoosscscosonsoeee CYNTHIA
6 YES I DO soooaconncosooccosascsscosssosscsas LYDIA LAW
9 ESTHER THE QUEEN sccoaoocccosnososcscoscceasensoaa LAL

12 THE BURDEN IS LIGHT o0s0000s0s0000 Book Review by RUIH

%+ 'THE BIBLE = GODS WORD OF AUTHORITY.... REV.D.K,PEARSE

CIRCULATICN: 6,200 coples



To Mavis,

with l-ove,;

Cy,,,%;:..

Dear Cynthis,

Someone was knocking on my
door the other day, He sald his name
was Jesus Christ and he wes a friend
of yours, I wonder if you would give
me some character reference about this
person so that I can decide what to do
with him, Thank you,

Mavis

Dear Mavis,

Thank you for your Iletter.
I am glad you take so much trouble to
find out more about Jesus, Many people
just slam the door on His face, not
caring even to see what He looks like.
Hell, I am glad to tell you what I
-1 think of Him,

Jesus Christ has been my friend
for eight years. He is wise, aincere,
kind and forgiving. Above all, He is
& falthful companion, I would suggest
that you talk with Him yourself, You
will find that having Jesus as & friend
is the greatest happiness in your life.

Finally, I would also advise you
to read His blographies -- the Gospels
according to Matthew, Mark, Luke and
John. You will find that He is more
than a man. He is Divine,

Do feel free to write again., I
would be delighted to discuss with you
on matters concexrning Jesus,

Cynthia
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Dear Mavis,

I am glad to hear that you
are reading the Gospel according to
Matthew and finding it interesting.
Jesus is an amazing person, right? I
was +thrilled when I first read about
His conversationswith people, and I am
still thrilled when I read them today.
My first contact with Jesus was through
the reading of His biographies in
Seripture lessons, I found Him very
wise, Once He was tested by certain
people., "Is it right to pay taxes to
Caesar or not?® they asked, That was
a difficult question. If He said yes,
they would say that He was disloyal to
God by paying <tribute to a pagan mon-
arch, If He sa2id no, they would charge
Him with disloyalty to Caesar, the
Roman- empexror. Jesus, however, answer-
ed, "Why +try +this trick on me, you
frauds? Show me the money you pay the
tax with.” And when they handed Hinm &
coin, He sald, "Whose face is this and
whose name is in the inscription?®
“Caesar’s.” “Then give to Caesar what
balongs to Caesar and to God what be-
longs to God!® Wasn’t that fantastic?
I <thought He would be stuck there,
seratching His head, saying, "Well,
this 4is a touchy point, You know,
sometimes we have to compromise...”

There are many incidents 1llke
this which are interesting as well as
thought-provoking, For example, "It
is not what goes into 2 man’s mouth
thet makes him unclean. It is what
comes out of a man’s mouth that makes
hin meclean” was Jesus® remark when
the spiritual leaders accused His dis-
ciples of breaking the Jewish tradition
by eating food without washing their
hands, Then He added; “For out of the
heart proceed evil thoughts, murders,
adulteries, fornications, thefis, false
witness and blasphemiss, These are
the things which make & man unclean,”

Let us examine our hearts!

Cynthia

Dear Cynthia,

e That bdusiness about our
hearts bothers me but I think I shall
leave that until later. Right now, what
impresses me are his words, “Love your
enenmy, and pray for those who persecute
you, so that you may be sons of your
Heavenly Father, For he makes his sun
rise upon evil men as well as good,
and he sends rain upon honest and dis-
honest alike.” I have never realised
that Cod is so generous, 1 need %o
thank him for that., But loving one’s
enemies! Is that posslble?

I begin to admire this friend of
yours now. Hehasa completely differ-
ent standard of values:“Be ye perfect,
even as your Father in Heaven 1s
perfect.” Food and clothing always are
the topics of our conversation. But
he says:

“Don®t worry and don’t keep
saying, °®What shall we eat,
what shall we drink or what
ghall we wear?® Your Heavenly
father knows that you need
them all, Set your heart on
His kingdom and His goodness,
and all these things will
come to you as & matter of
course, Don°’t worry at all
then about tomoxxrow. Tomorrow
can take care of itself! One
day’s <{trouble is enough for
one day."

You are lucky +to have a friend
1ike this, There is no need for you
to worry about anything. There is al~
ways such a wise friend to turn to.

Mavis
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|Dear Movis,

Thank you for reminding ms
of that promise. I am ashamed to ad-
mit that sonetimes I worry too. Those
are the times when I concentrate on my
troubles and forget what Jesus says,

- Yes, by ourselves it is impossible
to love our emsmies. It is imposaible
to love even our friends at times, We
nesd a higher and holier love +to fill
cur hearts before we can love others,

Have vou come across the passage
on Jeous® death? When He was cruci-
fied, men wocksd and Jeered at Him,
And yet He sald, "Father, forgive them;
they do not Ikmow what they are doing.”

Hoditate cn che ecross of Calvary,

: Cynthia

Dear Cynthis,

I read <the passage on
Jesus® death the other day. It was so
moving that I had to turn to the simi-
lar accomnts found in Mark, Luke and
John and read them a= well. The plece-
ture of <the cross stayed Iin my mind
and I could not brush it aside,

Yosterday I was Dbleeding some
rabbits in my laboratory. I pity those
poor animals, It is net & good thing
to have one's ears damaged and blood
extracted from one’s body every other
woek, When I saw the crimson drops
dripping from the rabbit’s pink ear, I
could not help thinking of Jesus on the
cross, There he was «- heart-broken,
suffering pain without a word of com=
plaint., His friends had deserted him,
He was cursed and laughed at. And yet
he was innocent! How could he still
pardon those who nailed him there?
Could he really be the Son of God?

I came across the Iollowing pas-
sage too:

"Anyone who puts his love

for father and mother above
his love for ms does not
deserve to be mine, and he
who loves son or daughber
more than me is not worthy
of me, and usither is the
man who refuses to take up
his cross and Tfollow me,
The man who has found his
1life will lose it, but the
man who has lost it for my
sake will find 1t.”

I am puszled. Doss he really ex-
pect so much from his followers? Is He
so precious +that we should love Him
more than anyons elss, even our parents,
our lovers and ourselves? If that is
the case, I am scared.

Mavis




Dear Havis, i
Yes, I ax scared oo, A whole-~hearted devoiion IS

what Jesus demands from His diseiples. That is why Jesus

would rather tell His followers this right at the begimning.

And He deserves all our love, '

As you bhave already moted, Jesus is not merely wise and
innecent. PFurthexmore, He spesks with authority. He is
sinless, He is more than a man, In fact, He IS the Sen of
g.wth Why then did He suffer such & shameful and agonizing

eath? -

. Do you atlll remember we have talked about examining
owr hearts? We have to admit that evean though we ars not
robbers or mpurderers, deep down in our hearts <{here are
ratred; jealousy, pride and a2ll kinds of evil thoughts, We
cannot deny the faoct that we are sinners, But God is just,
He has to punish wunrighteousness, Only Jesus Christ, His
Son, who 1s sinless can save us by suffering the pemalty =-
death =~ for us, Tho wonderful thing is that Jesus was wille
ing to give up His glory in heaven and ceme to this sarth to
be bownd by dime and space, He bscane & saxvant to the peo-
plo whom He created. He experienced hunger and teapiations,
He uas Betrayed by His own Ifriends. .

“Surcly He had borne our griefs, and earried our

serrows, Yot we did estees Him stricken, saitten
of God, and afflicted,”

“It was while we were simners that Christ died

for us,”

He not oaly forgave His cnemiess He also died for them
when they were still against Him., That was love,

Yos, His standaxd is high, His demsnd 1s great, But
He is worthy of being loved aand honored, HMorsover, He has |
promised us strengthto follow Him, He hascalled us friends,
not servents, He bas given us the power to become the chil-
dren of Ged and from them on we can partake of the Divine
nature of God., I was thrilled whem I discovered this glori-
ous plan of salvation God had for me, I was overjoyed when
I discoversd His feelings towards me, I whispersed %o Him
that day, “Come imto my heart, Lord Jesus, Come in teday,
cone in to stay.”

Jesus loves you in the same way., He wanits yow to enjoy
the privilege of being a child of God, Why don’t you open
your heaxrt’s door and let Him in? WYhy don’t you say to Hin
todny, “Loxd Jesus, thank you for yoeur love, I want to love
you back, Please stay by my side and helpne to follow you™?

Cynthis
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LYDIA LAW.

I stepped Ainto the cold wmter,

ily bhands held on to his wrist, The
postor asked me, "Lydia Law, do you
accept Jesus Christ the Son of Cod as
vour personal Saviowr?®

.YGQ' I de,"

*I buptise you in the Name of the
Jather, the Son and the Holy Ghost.”

And I was immerced into the water.

Sitting alcne in my zroom that
svening, my thoughts were drawn back
ie the past, I studied in a Catholic
zchool for fourteen years, I was given
instructions on Biblical Knowledge., I
gtudled them, even to the extent of
aenorising them, but it was for exanm-
instione® sake only. This long term
¢f instructions had imprinted on my

_ T A

mind the iden of the szistence of God,
some sort of supermatural power above
us, When my friend asked me why I was
not baptised since I said I believed,
I would always put forward an answer,
"I amafraid I don't have enough faith.”
This in fect was just an excuse for
or rather an escape from such an em-
barrassing questlion, embarrassing in-
deed to me because I was not sure of
what I was belleving. To me, God was
cnly & problem=-solver, to whom I could
tum to in times of troubls, My sister
is a Christian, We often had hot argu-
ment on religion, and she always said,
*The Bible tells us so" or "From the
Bible ws know”, "Has not this ridicu-
lous?® I thought. How could she take
such & "t{extbook” so seriously?

Then came the big Dlow. I was
rejected by the University of Hongkong.
For +two years of hard work, all I
galned was & letter of rejection. With
& discouraged heaxrt I finally declded
to go abroad, hoping +to seek back the
lost confidence, When I was about to
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go to one of the Universities which
adnitted mey I recoived a letter of
aduisgsion from the University of Mani-
toba., As I looked back, I found that
God really hed & plan for me,

I arrived at VWinnipeg, lnowing
not & single seul dut only a school=
nete who arrived onlye week before me,
Sho came to meet me that night and
‘the next day, we went to the University
together, I registered in the morning
and in the afternoon I had to attend
ny first eclass. That evening when I
get back frem the University, I could
ne longer contrel nyself, Suffering
uider the pressure of a strange sur-
rounding, szhauwsted due ¥o the lack of
rest after the long flight and depress
-¢d by homesickness, I finally broke
into tesrs. For the first time since
I left home; ~ cried. I had no one to
turn to, I would not turn to God for
X thought He had failed me ever since
i received the letter of rejection, I
8 totally lost.

Acoldentally I came to know of C,
One night she invited me to have sup-
pex &t her place. To my great sure
prise, ¢n her book shelves, I found
bools that secemed quite familiar tome.
Ok yes; I had seen them at home too on
my sister®s book shelf, I never both-
sred to read them. Looking at the ex-
pression of excitement on my face, C.
spiled and told me that she was a
Christian. That avening, after supper,
she invited ne to attend a meeting on

the campus organised by a group of

Chinese Christians, Not knowing how -

to refuse this sincere invitation and
having the desire to meet more Chinese
atudents, and above all, aroused by
erriosity, I accepted the invitation,
7t was the first time after my arrival
in this foreign land that I saw so many
Chinese, I felt warm and at home,
Hover defore had I thought of such e
thing as a Christian group organised
by Chinese students in Canada, Togeth-
32 they prayed and sang hymns with
such & spirit that really stunned me,
A £ilm wvas showm +too. In it Nicky
Crutz tastified how he came about to
Tccolve Christ and experience a great
change in his 1life, I eould never

forget that scene when Nicky eatersd
the Chureh, with a firm asswrenece to
himself, "I won’t belleve, I won®t
believe, I won?¢ believe.” But a3 tho
pastor’s smermon went on, uwnfelding
Nicky's sins one by ono; there seemed
to be a force bzhind Nicky that mads
hin no longer able %o stand on his om
feet but finally kneel down on his
knees, He confessed his sins and re
~ceived Christ., ®It ws &heo power of
the Holy Spirit revealing %o me ny
8ins,” He later to0ld us, The wholé
£ilm was so impressive and appe2ling,
“Gould God wreally do such & senrderful
thing?? I weant heme that night, wm-
able to put off this gquestion fron my
mind, ‘

The next eveaing, C. came to vic-
it me, She +talked to me about the
love of God and the death of Jesue
Christ. Then, she showed me & <¢inr
little blus booklet, Printed or tue
cover were the words: Do yuu Imow tho
steps %@ peace with God?® Together
vith C, and my reom-mate, we began tu
read through this booklet slowly. It
t0ld me how Ged loved ws and had &
wonderful plan for all of us, Yeot.
men had sins and wers sepsrated fLrow
God who is holy, But God loves us and
provided the only possible may that we
could be reconeiled to Hin, and that
#ws throvgh Jesus Christ who dled for

‘us and that by His blood our sins ware

washed away., ‘I was really strzucked by
the fect that all nen wers sinnors,
including me. At bhone, I wasanice
daughter, in school & geod student.
Among my friends, I was opaen and honest,
I never smoked, drank wine or gamblad,
Me! A simmex? But, it ws eclearly
written in the Bibles
"For all have sinned, and ecome
short of the glory of God.”
(Romans 3:23)

I began to feel very umeasy. Then ue
came to the last step, I was to make
my decision, to recelive Christ or not.
C. looked at me, "Do you want to make
your decision now?® she asked, I kept
silent for a fewr moments, My heart wec
bothered by the unea&siness that I wmes
a8 sinner, From what I had just read,
Jesus was the only person who could
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seve me from 5in. Thus,; on ons hand,
I wanved +o make the decision bui on
the other hand, I was scared tc make
such a tig decision, But, as if that
force +that was behind HickyCruilz was
pushing me, I finally nodded my head
and I dnvited Christ +to come into my
life with a short oprayer, I had to
admit that at this very moment; the
mystery of salvation was still beyond
my comprehension, yet the powszr of the
Holy ©Spirit revealed to me the truth
that I was 2 sinner. I had to confess
this Dbefore Christ and bhad 4o ask Him
to take control of my life. It was by
this simple faith given to me by the
Holy Spirit +that T came to receive
Christ.

I would never regret that I have
made such a decision as I experience
this new 1ife in me after I received
Christ inbto my heart. ¥With the Holy
Spirit in me; the Bible is no longer a
“text-book™ but a means through which
God taiks to me. It has revealed to
me that God is not merely a problem-
solver butaGod of love., Ithas taught
me how to have commmication with God
through prayer and to let Him live in
Mo :

I sxperience & change in my life
as I feel the presence of the Lord with-
in me day by day. ¥With this new life,
I havea different view on matters that
came up in my dally life, things which
I see and things which I de. Something
which T believed that had nothing to
do with sin before, now I know that
this is sin in the eyes of God.

»T am the light of the world;

he who follows me will not

walk in darkness but will have

the light of life.”

(John 8:12)

I really have to thank the Lord for
giving me this light, ¥With this light
gulding me; I amable to have this sen~
sitivity +to sin., I can now feel the

pain of sin which I can never sense.

baeforas.

I can now understand why Nicky
Crutz could bave such a wonderful
change in his life asI alse experience
Christ doing the same work in me, Not
only do I feel the love of God as ile

guide me through my daily concerns, but
I alsc experience +the peace and joy
sven when I ap in trouble, I really
come 10 experience the wreality of a
Christian life, When we are happy, we
praise the Lord for giving vs this joy,
The mystery is +that when we are down
and in %Zouble, we alsc feel the peace
and joy. I remember now a2t one time I
had great d4ifficulties in my school
work. And the wicertainty of my fubure
really bothered me. But God gave me
the assurance again through His words:

*Trust in the Lord with all

your heart, and do not raly

on your own insight, In all

your ways acknowledge Hinm,

and He will make straight

your paths.®

(Proverbs 3s5-6)
God has a plan for me, so why should I
worry? Instead of feeling very depres—
sed;, I felt & sort of inward Joy in
me; & Joy which I cannot explain to
anyone in words,

I wrote tony friends telling thea
of .the . peace and joy of recelving
Christ. Most of them wrote back, ask-
ing me not to be too hasty in my deci=
sion and not to let my emotion overcome
me, To them, religion wes an osecape
from yeality. To me; to live inChrist
was in faet a reality in itseli, To
them, I had chosen religion as an out-
let for my loneliness and emptiness
which I would surely have feolt +then
when I first ventured into e foreign
land a1l by myself, To mey I had not
chosen God,but He had chosen me instead,
As Christ saig,

"You did not choose me, but I

chose you and appointed you

that you should go and bear
fruit and that your f£ruit
should abide, sc¢ that what-
sver you ask the Father in my
name, He may give it to you.”

| (John 15316)

By a simple fai;h I have received
Christ. He has given me evidence of His
love as He walks with me through joy
and sorrow, Fully assuredof s pros-
ence now, I cananswer the pastor “Yes,
I do.” and I wish the whole world could
hear me when I said, "Yes, I do,”
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*MAY I INTRODUCE YOU TO QUEEN ESTHER?"

, Esther is a Persisn name which
neans "Star®, BEsther, the young Jew-
ish maiden, was among the Jews living
in exile inBabylonia which was govern-
ed by the Persian Empire, Because of
her beauty, the Persian king Ahasuerus
chose her tobe his queen after putiing
away Queen Vashtl. Through her coura-

geous pleas to the King, Esther was

later used by God to deliver her own
people from mMasSACre,

The story of  Esther is recorded
in the Old Testament, in a book named
after her, The name of 1Gocl is nevex
mentioned 4in this book,  nox is there
any allusion to the book in the New
Testament. Also, there is no direct
reference to prayer. Yet it is interw

[acl

esting teo find that the main theme of
the book is Cod's providential care of
His people, Nowadays 1t is rars to
find the mention of God in news head~
lines, except about His supposed death
perhaps., Yet it is comforting to know
+hat He is caring for His children Just
the same,

"HONOUR THY FOSTER FATHER®

Hsther lost her parents when she
was very young and, being a relative
of Mordecai, was adopted as his daughe
ter, Her obedience to Mordecal is well
demonsirated throughout the book. An
example of this is “Esther had not et
made Inown her kindred or her pecple
aven as Mordecal had commanded her, for
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Esther did what ordeeai wold ME as
she had done vha wader Lis care,”

The a2t 1tk t she became the Per-
si2n .Queea 4id ne’ change her attitude
towards Mordacsl, Har gccustomed obe-
dicnce %e Merdeeal enuled ner to save
without hesitativn hsr oum pecple from
tho de2dly porsevutic.

Do you find your parcats aluays
tracking you domn? Is yeur boss over
8¢ roady to pielk cn youT Rather than
thinking of wayn o change theam, bave
Jou evexr thought of them as sent by God
for & puxpose?

“GO AND FAST®

Altksugh thers is no dircet refor-
@es Yo piayer,; 3t s drplled thyoughe
. 0wt ths Book ef Exihsz, Yhen Esther
e feeinga deslieicn thnt would affset
her emy 1ivs, &3 well as the lives of
mny ¢f “cr own rooplo. 2heo sont this
REJWRIT Lo Uovisand: “Go, asscnllo all
e T who 2z Zovad fa Susn, and
“nnt Yer nog do bot ent o dviak fer

Pemeo dapm, nlgeh oo day: I amd my
piddeps clss w331 fast i dho  sanme
SETe Pom o dthe Jewr, to Tost 1s fo

asveto coawolf complaluly %9 powyer.
I Bothe had not enpenlsnacd tho prie
e of prayor TeliTe, chov-ald mot Wowe
Bot her 1ife ow A,

There e boy tine whan I tas
pressed 0 salio eniiiorl donisicns 4w
2 vory sbort dime. Cz omo crgusion, I
et not Jind & gulet plecs awvwbore
12 1 24 50 pyay e o uwrdiotion,  These
<ime enoasions wnox i farnl sy God vogy
clono o we = Jrut o ridyer w@y, I
ez alao vepinded ! wld Dawid Broirerd,
pdesicaary B0 (ho T-2%0a3, «aid of She
Yives N eraat fn oproyor: Yoy jJetots
weRs loesabp the sread ma Jounmy fse
and body as 47 {t wenléd diosolva, ©
Hary followert of Chriat have gone
thaough ths ersevlionce of Gethacmans,

{ te
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“iP I PERISH, I YoRISH,™

It w2 iHordeoeni’s wefustl to bow
before Hazan, th» Pewsian ninistes,
ihoreln Sgnoving the cormmard of King

Ahasnerus, that put the Jews into hot
water, Bowing before a man, aceording
to the Jews, is worshipping him; and
they have been commanded to worship
only God, Hamen took the offence very
sexlously and decided not only 6 de-
stroy Mordecai bdut also all the Jouws
throvghout the Persian empire. WYhen
Queen Esther learned about the King°s
approval of Haman®s plet to massacre
the Jews, she decided to literally take
herlﬂainherhandsanﬂbegthemns
to spare her people., At that tinre,
the rule was that no one should enter
the King®s inner court wnless he or she
had been sent for., If not, unless the
King should show merey and hold out his
golden scepter to the unexpected intru=
der, the latter would be doomed to die,
NHow, Queen Esther had not been called
by the King for more than a month, She
Imew very well that if she went to the
King without summons to plsad for the
Jews, her own life might be in Joopar-
dy, She mnight simply lose her 1ifs
nefcre the other Jeus lost theirs, Om
the other bhand, being the Persian
Queen, if she refrained from offending
the King, her life would probably be
spared during the massacre of the Jews,
4s it twrned out, Esther actually
risked her life twice for her people,
This wcompromising attitude of facing
the challenge is the common thread that
strings together the numerous zartyrs
throughout the church history, Hgtyrs
&re not all fearlsss and impulsive but
are willing to pay the price because
thoir loving Savior hes first died for
then, To be truly courageous is to do
sonething that youmay be afraid of and
yot atill go ahead and do it because
of its value, '

"ARE YOU INDISPENSABLE?’

“For if you (Esther) vemein silent
at this time, relief and deliverance
will arise for the Jews from another
place and you and your father®s house
will pexdish, And who kuows whether
you have net ﬁmined royalty for such
time as this?

Esther also realised, as Mordscai
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had pointed out, that she was not in=
dispensable in the sense that if she
should refuse +tc plead for the Jews,
God would still save the Jews +through
some other meams. In any ares of
Christian service; it is well to check
against the good <fosoling that you are
the mest important worker and that
without you the whole work will col-
lapse, It is ome thing to realise the
opportunities by which we may be able
to serve Ged and quite another to fesl
indispenesble and let pride xile, The
Bible makes it very clear that God reo=-
aists the proud, God can alwmays raise
soneone &lse to work for Him,

“PLEASE CCME AGAIN TGHORROW®

After +thres days of fasting ,
Bsther entexed the King®s inner court
and was fortunate cnough to have the
King®s seepter of nercey. She reguested
that & banquet be propared for Haman
and the King, Duzxing ths banquet, the
King pressed Quesn Esther again to
find out what she xeally wuas after.
Ve can easily imagine how ceager and
anxious Esther was ¢oexpose the blood=-
thirsty plet of Haman, But instead,
for somo reason, she invited Hamen and
the King %o come again for banquet the
next day. I% was that very night that
King Abasusrus hed troubls sleeping and
oxdersd the hlstorical mecords ef hie
kingdem ficm +the library., He came
acress the receid telling how Hoxdecali
h2d exposed the plot of two
who planned to assassinate +the King,
Lesrning that ke had not honored More
dgcal, the Xing -ordersd Haman to put
noble rches on Hoxdecal and to lead him
through the streets of the eity, on
the King’s horse, shonting: ® This is

Retferencos

ouwuechs -

the way the King honors <those he de~
lights in, ©

Thus we see that sonchow God had
guided Esther to postpone pleading for
the Jews during the first banquet with
Haman. And she obeyed, The timing
wvas perfect in that Mordecal was honor-
ed by the King that same night, Hence
it is important to recogise the time
dirference botwesn cur waich and God's
clock and to go ahsad accoxrding to the
latter. And we can be rezssured that
His timing is never tco late,

"YHERE IS TODAY'S ESTHER?®

When the Russian astronsuts ex-
plored the Spacc and came back, they
said that they did not find God, WUhen
people learn about the happenings
around the world through vwarious news
media, they do not see the Hand of God
at work, Christianity is phasing out,
they say. God’s name is no longer men=
tioned evemn in some of the modern
churches, This is the time we should
sexriously study the Book of Esther,
t0 be reminded of God’s providential
care, though His interfersnce may not
be apparent at times,

Prayer moves the Hand that moves
the world, A dsvoted m2iden moved a
determined monarch, Constant obedi-
ence, faith in prayer and boldneas for
God do not appear 4in a Christian®s
life overnight. In the Book of Esther,
weare sceing only the sparks that have
escaped fron her glowing <furnace of
experieace with God,

Are you willing to be the Esther
of this day and age, ready te risk your
life for God? Who Imows Whether it is
not for such & time that you have be-
come what youn are? Besides, youw are
net indispemsable. O

! excopt in The Living Bible which is a paraphrased version,

2psther 2:20
>Esther ki€
4Esther Lol
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BOOK REVIEW

BURDEN
IS
LIGHT  som

Her name is Eugenia Price,
She was born twice,
The first birth was on June 22, 1916,
She lived in several, different, now housss
Bullt from menoy that came by Dad’s profession -- dentistry,
Pleasing her mother nearly became her god.
I.Q. tests smabled her to skip 2-B, 1&-3 and 5-4.
Sha becane an atheist.., -
« o c8Fter the coursce in Comparative Religion in Colleges
e so¥hnen she learnt how to write the formulas for a sunset
with certain colours.
In her Sophomora year sha suitched to Liberal Art.s
With major in English,
¥Writing became her ged.
She made brillisnt marks but she wes not i’ren.
Seience then cawght her atteantion.
Encugh pre~dental credite wers piled so that...
She was the only woman accepted for entrance
In the Northernwestern Dental School the following year.,
For three yeersz she medo honour grades, got bored, and qui.t’cad.
Philesophy toock over.
A longing for simpliciiy of life plunged her into poatry writing.
After three years of searching,
Philosophy and ner own poetry tuwmmed into ashes ia her hands,
Then writing for radio became hor carosr,
She had her own preductlon office;
Her own apartament,
Her om record collection,
Geod food,
Friends to love, :
She hac overything she wanted
Bu‘ﬁ.‘-.u.--...

"ALL OF LiFE WAS A BURDEN,
A VERY HEAVY BURDEN,”
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Bug =32 wrs born the secord time om Octobar 2, 1949,
Hith her prcdeetion office gone, heavily in debts,
No job, no “nice” apartment,

She still felt like the dauvghter of the King

And for the first time in her entire life she knew,.
: She was free 111l

Hhat had happened in the second bdirth?

Shs lived in an "English besement®

Hith Ellen Riley.

They had o Imeel to bail the weter out of the batb-tub

Because it slanted in the wrong end,

Botha lived iu the "Glop-Exa”® which begen with rice

Buvdl ov Fridsy At fomnd itself comsisting of noedles and...

Phe mere °Glop’ the more Glory and the more Glory the more °Glop®,”
Bugenia exclaimed jJoyfully,

Wbknt bad happened in the second birth?

Debis must be wiped out of her slate,

peiyrs ned not o borrow even & cent from Mother asd Dad
She became her landlady’s janitor.

Tmptying the garbage was one of her Jobs,

She stooped low to pay her debts =

She, who orce wemt to work by taxil

Wiat had bappened in the second birth?

Later she got & job in the redio station =

Sharing Christ with hexr audience,

Yoo zads progioaie Loese so popular that it overshadowed others,
Result: She was fired from hexr Job.

Rewetiom: “Heyp, St.Paul is right! I'm rejoicing

Even though I'’ve just been firedl®

¥hat bad happened in the second birth?

By faith she and xilen bousni an old hLouse which they could not even pay.

Ii. was nzned *01d Toot™ where all were welcomed

sooThe aleoholic in his greasy Jacket

«uoThe ovérworked office girl in her "sale~tweed”

oooThG widow in the rink eoat,

A1l found, like EBugenia, the burden to be LIGHT!
Vhat had happened in the second birth?

If you would like to know the answer, get & copy of
?Ttke Burdem Is Light” by Eugenie Price.

(3] 13 L )



GOIDES]
IWOIRID,

One of +the attractive elements
about the person and ministry of Jesus
as He taught and preached throughout
Palestine was +the ring of authority
in His messags. At the very earliest
stage of His ministry we are told that,
"They were astonished at His doctrine,
for He taught them as one that had au-
thority and not as the Scribes,”(Mark
1122) No doubt this is one of the
reasons “"the common people heard Him
gladly."

Who does not want +to know +the
answers concerning the fundamental
questions of 1ife? Who are we, what
is our true nature and purpose, and
where are we going, -~ what is our des-
tiny? Everyone longs for a word of
certainty and authority concerning

PTHORI T57

REV. D.K,.PEARSE

these things, "Why doesn’t God speak;
why doesn't God show us the truth and

give us a clear and certain word?" is

the complaint of many, Yet this is
precissly what God has done and has
declared to us,

Christianity of all Jdifferent
types and denominations has always de-
clared this truth, that God has reveale
ed Himself to mankind, and therefore
We have an absolute and unchanging aue
thority. Controversy has raged, how-
ever, as +to where this authority may
be found. The Roman Catholics and othe
ers to lesser degree have affirmed
that the authority is in the Church
(which really means in the ordained
officers of the church), while Evangel-
ical believers and churches have alw-
ways believed the authority is in the



Bible as the very HWord of God.

There are many powerful passages
of Scripture to support this position,
but I shall only consider two at this
point. The first one 1is the opening
statement of the Book of Hebrews, isl-
2, == “God, who at sundry times and in
various ways spake in time'past unto
the fathers through the Prophets, hath
in these last days apoken unto us in
His Son,* The other Scripture text is
in II Timothy 3:16 which says, "All
Seripture 1s given by inspiratlion of
God.” Both of these passages tell us
in clear and powerful - declarations
that God has spoken, and that all the
Sceriptures (Writings) of .the  0Old
Testament (Prophets) and theNew Testa-
nent (His Son) =~ all come from the
mouth of God, The wWords which we read
in IT Timothy 3:16 “"by inspiration of
God™, come from only one sord in Greek
(theopneustos) which isa compound word
Theo ?god) and pneustos (breathed) and
being in the passive voice it should
be rendered, “that which is breathed
out by God.® "All Scripture® is of
- this Divine origins it comes from the
nouth of Gods God spake,

The greatest endorsement of the
authority of the Bible as thetiord of
‘God comes from the Lord Jesus Christ
Himself. It 3is not teos much to say
that the authority of the whole of both
the 014 Testament and New Testament
and the credibility and reliability of
the Person of Jesus Christ stand or
fall together. :

Jesus authenticated the Bible of
the 014 Testament which He used and
read and quoted in His day, Those who
have studied the matter deeply, dsclare
that Jesus not only referred to all
the sections of the 01d Testament, but
that He actually quoted or made refer-
ence to passages from almost every
book of the 0ld Testament. The ap-
parent exceptions are the Book of
Esther and the Sonz of Solomon.

There are striking examples in
the gospels of Jesus® use of particue
lar Scriptures, For example, in His
defense against Satan in the wilder-
ness teaptation (Matthew /1l-11), Jesus
crushes every subtle temptation with

& clesar pefutation of Satan’s sugges-

tion from God®s Hord saying, “It is
written®, He also answered the Sad-

ducees concerning their rejection of
a resurrsction and a life beyond phy-
slecal dsath by saying, "Ye do err, not
knowing the Sexiptures, nor the power
of God.® (Matthew 22:29) Here Jesus
quotes from Exodus and the WYords of
God spoken to Moses at the burning
bush, "I am the God of Abraham,and the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacobd®,
and then Jesus adds, "God is not the
God of the dead, but of the 1l1living,”
(Matthew 22:32) In the same chapter
(verses 41.46) Jesus proves that the
Mesasiah is more than ths scn of David,
and indeed +that Hessiah (the Christ)
is the Lord, accerding <to David’s
Spirit-inspired words im Psalms 110:1,

Jesus not only used verses and
statements of the 0ld Testament in His
authoritative teaching, tut He also
anthenticated all the 0ld Testament by
clear and positive and comprehensive
pronouncemsnts, Contrary to the opin-
ion of many, Jesus declares in Matthew
5:17,18: “Think not that I am come to
destroy the law and the prophets,..
for verily I say unto you, till heaven
and eaxrth pass, one jot or one tittles
shall in no wise pass rrom the law,
till all be fulfilled.” The terms "the
law® or "the law and the prophets”,
could refex only to parts of +the 014
Testament or they could ke used to re-
fer to the entirs Scripture. This word
concerning the Scriptures came early
in His ministry. The second one to
vhich I refer came after His resurrsc-
tion as a xebuke to the ignorance and
unbelief of the disciples in lke 24:25
“0 fools and siow of heart to believe
all that the prophets have spoken.”
Then we are told in verse 27, that "be-
ginning at Hoses and &il the Prophets
He expcunded unto them in all the
Seriptures, the things concerning Him-
self, And <f£inelly in verse 44, “,.,
all things nust be fulfilled which
vere written in the law of Moses
and in the prophets, and in the psalms,
concerning me,"

S0 Jesus clearly declares the ac-
curacy, the authority, and necessary
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fulfillment of all that is written n
the law of God, by Hoses, by the
prophets and in the Psalms!

Likewise Jesus claims for His owm
words and teachings a divine and ever-
lasting authority. In John chapter 7
where Christ’s person and claims are
under discussion, Jesus declares in
verse 16, Ymy doctrine is not mine,
but His that sent me.” Again in John
12:48-50, Jesus says,"I have not spo-
ken of Myself, but the Father which
sent me, He gave mea commandment, what
I should may and what I should speak...
whatsoever I speak, therefore, even as
the Father said unto me, soJl speak.”
Again in John i4:10 Jesus says, “The
words that I speak wnto you I speak
not of myself; but the PFather that
dwelleth in me, He doeth the works®,
and in 14124, “the Word which ye hear
is not mine, but the Father’s who sent
me.” And finally, that word of Jesus
w%hich echoes the authority of the 014
Testament, in Luke 2i:33, "Heaven and
earth shall pass aemy., but HY WORD
shall not pass away.”

All of the NEW TESTAMENT, of course,
- wag writtenafierJesus left this earth-
ly scene, and there is need of special
intervening power from God so that the
teachings of Jesus Christ and the mes-
sage of His salvation should be given
to us in accurate words through Cod’s
chosen writers, This is exacily what
Jesus promised toHis immediate follow-
ers, In Johm 14:26 jesus promises the
coming of the Comforter, the Holy
Spirit, "Fhom = the Father will send in
My name, He shall teach youall things,
and bring all things to your remem~
brance, whatsoever I have said unto
you.” Again in John 16:12-i4 & similar
promise is made where Jesus declares
that there are some things -which He
cannot say or teach to them becauss
they could not bear them., ThenHesays,
"Howbeit when He, the Spirit of truth
is come, He will guide you into 2ll
truth; forHe shall not speak of Himself
but whatsoever He shall hear,that shall
He speaksand He will show youthings to
cone, He shall glorify me:forHe shall
receive of minejzand shall show it unto
youo®

So, the promise of Jesus is that
His +teaching shall be remembered by
the Holy Spirit and that He will guide
them intoall truth, His whole purposse
willl be to take the things which Christ
did teach and the things which Christ
could not teach and the <future things
God wants us to [mow, and to reveal
then in such & way as to glorify Jesus
Christ in it all. Have you ever wonder
=gd how the writers of the Hew Testa=
ment could remember the details of the
teachings of Jesus? Or how they could
choose which stories and incidents to
be recorded? Jesus makes it very clear
in these verses that it was carried out
under the perfect knowledge, control,
and wisdom of God, through believing,
subnissive men,

What more impressive and decisive
evidence for the authority of theScrip
-tures could a Christian want than that
of Jesus Christ our Lord? Almost all
“Christians® and “Christian Churches”
confess their acceptance of the Lord-
ship of Jesus Christ, and yet relative-
ly few accept the infallibility and the
authority of the Scriptures, The Lord
Jesus Christ would list all who reject
or neglect His Word as foolish men who
build their houses upon the sand.

The Hoxrd of God, the Holy Scrip-
tures are intended togive believers an
mmshakable foundation of assurance of
salvation which cannot be obtalined from
any other source, as well asa guide in
the moral chaos and darkness of a wick-
ed and confused world. Both for our
own physical and spiritual welfare, and
for our message and witness to others,
we must always insist that God has spo~
ken, And God shall be true to His Word
though all men should be opposed to it.
“Let God be true and every man a liar,”
if necessary, as the Apostle declared,

In our particular day, multitudes
are turning away from the authority of
their traditional churches because they
are confronted with constant changes,
contradictions and confusion, More
than ever before we need to stand upon
the clear and certain promises and pro-
nouncements of the Bible, and we need
to be diligent, bold, and faithful in
going everywhere vreaching the Word. []
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