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"Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the Lord of hos
[Zochnr1““ 4 6]

"llhen He saw the crowds, He hnd compnssion for them, becnuse they werce ho-
rossed and helpless, like sheep without o shepherd. Then He said to His
diseiples, 'The harvest is plentiful, but the lobouers are few; pray thore-
fore the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers inte His harvest."
[MAttth 9:36-38]
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Through the ages, men has been
continuously exploring the highweays
and byways to paradise. Best known
primitive paradise in Horth America
vas the Indinns' " Happy Hunting
Ground " located at the "far side of
the Milky Way".  Then there were the
"Dilmum" {Garden of God) of the Sumer-
ians, the "Asgard" of the Norscmen and
the "Garden of Huitzilopochtl" of the
Mexican Aztecs.

In the 6th century, Gautama Bud-
dho convinced thousands of peoplc that
heaven was uot: eternal but temporary
and led only to another rcbirth full
of cravings and frustrations. He
taught thet the final goal should be
nirvana, literally "blowing out" as a
candle. In this state, the fires of
passion and desire arc cooled forever
and therefore frecdom from the endless
cycle of rebirth has been achieved.

Nowadays most Buddhists believe
that while Gautama's final goal is
worthy of a saint, most fallible human
beings can never be sufficiocntly de-

vout to attain nirvena. Yor the ordi-

nary pcople who have almost achiocved
perfection in life (the boddhisa tvas)
they are sent to the "Western Paradisa"
where they are return seated crossleg-
ged within the calyz of a lotus. TFor
a timec the soft petals shuts them in,
but slowly they unfold and the bod-
dhisttvas bchold the full splendor of
the Buddha's infinite light.

Modérn man also has their. drcams
about paradisc and they arc as varicd
and as colorful as those in the an-
cicent time.

. Island Paradise

. In the 19th century, romantic
paradise scekers begnn scarching the
Pacific for remote islands with un~-

spoiled civilizations. Famous writer

and critic  Robert Louis Stovenson
found the land of his drecams on Somoa.
Paul Gouguvin, onc of the 3 pillors of
modern art also cscaped to a Pacific
isle cilled Tahiti to love 1like a
carefree "noble savage". He thought
that he hod found the paradise by re-

tuning to the priwmitive, the child of
the race.

In his "Noa-Noa, a poetic evoco~-
tion of his first two years in Tehiti,
Gauguin called the islond "o lond of
delights, home of liberty and beouty";
he added,"I may be two years older but
feel 20 years youuger, less civilized
then when I came but much wiser. Ine-
deed these savages have taught much to
a men from the old civilization of the
art of' living and hapriness ..., 0 ny-
sterious world of ineffable light,
thou has enlightened my inner being."

Did Gauguin reolly find his pora-



dise? His last great painting “"What?
Whence? Whither?" .tells the conclusion
he has arrived at eventuzlly. At the
right side of the painting there is
the same kind of sensuous beauty which
symbolizes the concept of the "noble
savage". But the left side of the pic-
ture 1is very different. There are 3
figures. The first is a2 young beauti-
ful Tehitan woman. Beside her . isa a
poor old woman dying,watched by & mon-
strous bird. This dis what he - says

about it, "I have finished a philoso-

phical theme ... A figure 1lifts up
its arms into the air and, astonished,

looks at these 2 personages who dare

to think of their destination...¥Whi--_

ther? Close %o the death of an old
wvoman,a strange,stupid bird concludes:
What? ... The eternal problem  that
punishes our prides. O sorrow, thou
art my master. Fate how cruel thou
art, and always vanquished, I revolt."
After Gauguin had finished this paint-
ing, he attempted suicide, though he
did not succeed.

Paradise in the Outer Space

FPor centuries, man thought that
there was a paradise in +the outer
space and he has long dreamed of his
firgt space flight. This journey is
no longer a drecam. The first man has
already Deen on the moon and it scems
the whole outer space iz now open for
men's exploration. o

One of the space-agency adminis-
trators was quoted in Newsweek shortly
after the astronauts had returned from
the moon. "Should man" this official
said, "fall back from his destiny ...
the confines of this planet will des~
troy him." VWhy was there written
deep in man's subconscicusness this
hidden longing to lecave the earth and
create a paradise in outer space?
Could man really succeed?

Two points should be considered.
First there is the guestion as to
where do we intend to flec. The entire
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Solar System is Dbleak and crater-
strewn. Mercury Dbakes in an inferno
of heat beside the sun; lisrgs is a
chill desert; - Pluto is a cold dot of
reflected 1light over 3 hillion miles
from carth. And the mnearcst star was
4 light years and many meny huwnan gen—
erations away. ¥Would there be any
hope for this generation of man?

Space flight undoubtedly Is a
brave cexpedition. It is the symbol of
the greatest achicvement of the scien-
tific age. But this glamor malkes han's
utter failure even more owvious -~ by
cnormcus expenditurce and cilfort we
have venturced a small way out into
the Solar System. But we have scarcely
begun to venetrate +the distonce, no
less real, that separate mar from man.
This problem is not automatically
solved in a mnew planct! ilo matter
where we go inm the universe, war, hate
and injustice seom to be a nccessary
doom for mankind.

Paradise in Qur Oun Heart

Beginning around the wurn of the
century, certain western intellectuals
suggested that paradise was obtainable
here and now through love aad the
full realization of mawn's capacites.

British writer and critic John
Hiddletor HMurray (Husband of famous
writer Katherine Mansficlcl) vas a
strong advocate of the idea that a
pure uninhibited love reictionship be-
{tween man and woman was the irue nani-
festation of the love of God. In one
of his essays, he wrote,"Pcacc depends
upon the transfiguration of nan- woman
by the divine-natural reality of love,
vhercin woman scéeks no sccrecy and man
no dominion ... From thic ncw expor~
ience alone can flow the poiwer to
create the new religious socicty ...."

Modern men and women have fully
exploited his idea of "frce" love.
The phenomenal increase in the number
of broken families and young couples
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who ended up in the psychiatric insti-
tutes d4is an undebatable proof that
free love has in fact brought hell into
our heart.

Instant Paradise

In all ages and all part of the
world men have used a variety of flow-
ers, roois, seeds to transport them-
selves into an intanil paradise. Hal-
lucinogenic mushrooms were used by the
Aztecs; Peruvian Indians prepare an
hallucinating brew from a jungle vine
called "caapi®; natives in the Orinoco
basin use an hallucinatory snuff known
as "Yopo".

Modern man also uses such hallu-
cinogenic drugs as mesculine, psilocy-
bin and lysergic acid +o provide him
and instant way to "paradise". ' Young
people "Puff +the Magic Dragon" and take
the "Yellow Submerine" in order to a-
chieve a "first order experience".

. Famous writer Aldous Huxley wrote
in "The Doors to Porceptlon" that mes-
culin produced in him an effect that
seemed like seeing a beatic vision; he
urged the readers to use drugs to ex-
plore the great esthetic and mystic
experiences beyond those of ordinary
life,

It is true that drugs do sharpen
But the price paid is
much too great. Although most of mild-
er drugs like S.T.P. and marihuana
are unlikely .to cause any immediate
harm or lead to addiction, most of the
other drugs can simulate symptons of
certain forms of psychosis to the
point of permanent derangement, Tur-
thermore the feeling of extreme empti-
ness after coming out of the "high" is
an unbearable experience to most peo-
ple.

The Dbooming of the drug culture
in the 20th century is a reflection of
the fact that man has given up hope to
find a purpose or .meaning in 1ife

“is ridiculous.,"

through the rational and logical vay.
He therefore secks a "first order ox-
perience" through the non-rational
and non-logical by the use of drugs.

o Paradise

Most modern men have a very dif-
ferent concept about the universe,
They do not believe there is a God who
created man aond the material world.
Han is the supreme being there is and
the whole universe came into existonce
only by chance. Since there is no God,
divine revelation does not exist and
hunanism (or ratlonallsm) becomes the

- gystenm whereby man,beginning absolute-

ly by himself, having only mon as his
integration point, to find all Inow-
ledge, meaning and value. ) Causc and
effect also Dbecome meaningless  if
there is no God in control. Man only
rcaps what he sows by chance., Thc Ger-
man philosopher Hegel has rightly sald
that coause and effect could no longer
be the answer to our problem, but syn-
thesis is the new way tc truth. Kicr~
kegaard, the father of modern cxisten=
tialism went a step further and con=
cluded that one could not arrive at
synthesis by reason. Instecad, cveory=
thing of real importance could only be
achieved by a leap of faith. Thus the
"modern man" was born. '

It all sounds very fine in the
surface. But actually man has been
led into o dilemma. If everything
comes by chance, then all thot makes
man a man-hopes cf purpose and sign~
ificance, love, morality, ration“Tlty
and beauty - cennot ultimately be ful-~
filled and are thus meaningless, As
Jean-Paul Sartre has concluded, ~ ."We
live in a absurd universec. The total

Very few modern men could live.up
to their logical conclusion, It is
onc thing %o proclaim this in 2 lece
ture hall and another thing %o tell
onc's wife that he loves her only by



chonce ond it is meaningless. It reclly
tokes tremendous courcge to be nble to
do this. John Cage is such o man. He
beton to "compose" his music through
" the tossing of coins. Boch note in
his music were determined by <flipping
o coin. This he is "composing" his
music through pure chance. Though
Coge's music is no more thin noise and
confusion, he has lived consistently
with his position. Sometimes his work
is being booed by the n~udience. Howr—~
ever, when they booed at him, they are
-in renlity booing the "logicnl" con-—
clusion of their own belief.

Man often hope +te find some kind
of mecning in the sexual ore- of life

vhen they have given up the senrch
elsevhere, But even sex 1is Dbeing
smashed by the wodern man. To most

readers, Henry Miller (uuthor of the
books, "-The Tropic of CGancer ", " The
Tropic of Capricorn ", etc.) has just
written something which is dirty in o
trivicl sense. But actually he hos
murdered everything thnt is meaningful,
including sex. To him, there is no
meaning in life, only machines.

Bergman of Sweden, one of the four
leading modern film producers of the
vworld is another exnmple. In the film
"The Silence", -man does not even hnve
the chance +to ~uthenticate hiuself by
an act of the will. The film si:iply
contains o series of snapshots with
itmoral ond pornographic thenes.  The
coperz  just tokes thes without nny

comnent. "Click, click, click, cut!"
That is 211! Life is like th~t: Un-
related, mneaningless nnd having no
moral.

Such is the logical conclusion
mon has arrived at. That is why nan
like Dylen Thowns hove ended by weep-

ing. To live in such despnir is like
to liver in hell. Therefore why not
go chead and drop oll the H-bonbs,

whoat does it matter?

But mnost nodern wmen hnve not

‘leads

sinply the logical deduction

such courage to face +their owm logic-
gl conclusion. In order to live on,
they try to put some meaning into life
by a leap of foith.

lMan's problem ted+y is that he is
too froil, too finite to wrestle with
the problems thnt confront hin. This
people like Albert Comus and
Brudelaire to say, "If therc is a God,
he is the devil."  The stctonent was
fron the
prenise that nen, with oll his cruelty
and suffering, is now os he clvoys has
been. Nevortheless, Dbeccuze both of
then cannot live with this coneclusion,
by an act of blind feith they soy God

is good. Such are the attitudes of
nost modern men. In order to live on,
they have, by an act of blind faith,

assunied that it is recsoancble to love
and have compession and thei life as
a vhole mokes scnse. fo live in such

a stote is no paradisc. In foet it is
like hell itsclf!

Christinanity and the lodern Ion

lodern nor is truly in the hours
of ~ dilemnn. Bescuse he belioves
there is no God, +the logicrl alterna-
tive he could eorrived ct is that the
impersonsl, plus time, plus chonee
hove given rise to this wmiverse and
uen  hes been  kicked up out of  that
vhich is only impersonnl by chance.
He is confronted with two choices.
Bither he'll side with pecople Ilike
Dylen Thomas ond Jdhn Coge and belie-

ves  thot wen is dead, decd in  the
sense of being wmeaninglers, Or he
could t=ke o leap of feoith through a
non-rational, nor-logiccl, non-con-

municable existential cexpeoricnce which
would - give menning to lifc.

Christicnity hos the caswver o
nodern ann's dilemma. gives a
proper dJdingnosis and o solid
foundntion for nn answer. Christian-
ity hns a true intcerest in nen, o
reil enre for the individuol ond yet
it is also rcalistic.

It
che

P
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-is truly wondcrful.

Christionity is renlistic becruse
it says thet there is hope only if
there is truth nnd there is truth ohly
if there is an adequate dbase. It
leaves absolutely no roon for »~ romon-
tic onsver.

Christionity ogrees with modern
non thet oon is in real despnir. The
vorld must be viewed realistienlly.
Chrisiionity rcfuses to scy that there
is hope if you n~re bosing your hope
on chnnges for the better in mankind,
Anyone con persunde himself thot nan
is dve for a rosy future, But this
agoin is o leap of faith if there is
nothing to show thnt mhn will be better
tonorrow than he is todoy. In the
realn of morals, Christirnity does not
look over this tired world ond say
that it is only slightly flowed ond
con be enshly mended. Christinaity is
rcolistic and says thnt the world is
full of evil ond man is truly guilty.

So Christianity 1is poles apnrt
from any form of optinistic humenisn.
Yet in Christianity there is hope
which is based on truth with o solid
foundntion. If there is no God, nan
is but o mochine which rercts- to vor-
ious externel aond internal stimuwli in
a certoin pattern. There is no real
neoning in  personclity thet mrkes it
reasoncble to love and have coupnssion,
a recl reason  to koep hunnnity 2live.
No motier one believes hunon history
is a straight tine-svpnce continuum or
o series of cycles, what hoppens to
the individunls still does not nntter.
History Jjust rolls on! An Henry
Miller says, "Whot mnotters, in the ul-
tinote, if for o fow acons of time
this crenture cnlled nan remeins in
abeyoence, absent from the scene?" In
other words, there is absolutely io
value in the individurl nen ot 011l

Chrigticnity does not ngrec with
the chove conclusion. According to
the Bible, mon, in the prescence of God,
He is crented in

the image of God. Since God is per-

sourl, iwon is also personcl. Porsono~
lity is intrinsic in +the mrke-up of
nan ond docs not cone by chonce,There~
forc it dis not merningless when non
cxpresses. his  personality in ort,
tivgic and literaturc.

The Trinity was before
ion of ov.rything olsc nan¢ love cxi
cd betwecen the persons of the Wri
bhefore the foundntién of the vo
This being so, the vxigtonce of
in our mrke-up does not orig
chnnce but its origin is fvowu
vhich hos nlways boen. The vall
ond mensning of love rust upon th
ity thot love exists betwoca the T
cr and Son in the Trinity. Tacrefore,
love is no longer o nonscnse word, it
now has neaning.
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God, being non-deteriined, croeot-
od wni: os ~ non-detoriined  nerson.
Therefore mon has free-will ond could
chooge to obey God and 3
rovolt mgninst Hin. To
shonld have been made so thet he wos
NOT ABLE to revelt is to nsk thot nen
should be reduccd to wnchine orogran-
ning nand becone o robot. The very
value of men lies in the fnct i
could choose between good ~nd ovil ond
thorefore his choice dis significont
and of import-nce. Aden  in this
was able fundnmentclly to chonge  the
course of history.

If 1won is of such great value ond
so wonderful, +then why the piescat
nisery? Christionity says thot mon is
now ~bnormel. HMnn has sinncd. He is
sepnrnted. from his Crentor by wrue”
mornl guilt. (God is holy ond theic—
fore cannot oppronch sin) As o wesult,
he is now slso seprrated from his fol-
low man, from noturc and from himself,
Honce, there is now wor, hote, injus-
tice, suffering ond cruclty 4in vhis
world. Whren mon is involved in cruclty
he is not true to whet he wes origincl-
ly crented to be. Cruelty is o syap-
tonr of the ~bnornclity.

P U



God has an
In history,

This is not the end.
answer to man's dilemma.
about 2,000 years ago, Jesus,
less son of God has died con
in space and time. When he died, there
is propitiation and substitution. The
true moral guilt is met by the in-
finite value of Jesug'! death., Because
of this infirite vwvalue of Christ's
death, God does not have to surrender
His absclutely holy character cr vio-
late man's significance in order Ior
Him to be abhle tc forgive sins and res-
tore man's broken relationshiy to Him—-
self. lMan could now, use his FREE WILL
and choose to accept this free gift of
God. . The true value of man is not lose,

the sin-
the cross.

Reference:

His choice is again of real signitficance
and importance. Han is able fundowment-
ally +to change the course of history
for a second time, :

The true joy of man is the restor-
ation of his relationship with his
Creator, the infinite-loving God. This
vas expressed in an - ecstasy by Dante
in his "Paradiso": :

"Light intellectual full of love,

Iove of true good full of joy,

Joy which %ranscends every
sweetness." :

Schaeffer, Francis. The God Who Iy There,
Hodder Christian Peperbacks, 1958,

* .

henry chengf

As a humble token of gratitude
to God for the many blessings He has
bestowed wupon me, I have long de~
sived: to write a testimony in  the
nope that it will bPring blessing to
others as well. Iven though my Eng-
lish is insufficient <for this task,
nevertheless I must try.

T embarked -in the manufacture
of garments ten years ago, and my
factory is in ¥owloon, Hong Kong.

[e)}
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.a complete failure.

Looking baclk to the way God has led
me through the many crises in the
past years, I could honestly say
+that without God, I would have been
As the Apostle
James puts it: Come now, you who
say, 'Today or tomorrow, we shall go
to -such and such a city, and spend
a year there and engage in business
and make a profit.' Yet you do nok
know what your life willbe like to--
MOYTOW, You are just a vapor that
appears for a little whiic and then
vanishes away. Instead, you ought
to say,'If the Lord wills, we shall
live and also do this or that'.
(James -4:13-14)

. How well havelI lcarnt that the
hard way!

I shall not forget the days
vhen Iknew not the Almighty and His
gecodness - the days of despair. In-
stead of giving you a long and un-
pleasant account of the hardships I
have gone through, Iwill borrow the
reomark made by an expericnced gar-~
ment manufacturer friend of mine in
Hong Kong: " If you hate a friend,
advise him %o go into the garment
manufacturing business, and you.can
be sure that he will suffer foxr itV

.

Iet me explain to you very
briefly how we meke our garments:
we make them part by part, namecly,
the collar., the sleeves, the pock-
ets; etec., untill the whole garment
is completed. A group of workers do
the ‘collars while other groups do
the ofther parts. If any onc :part
is poorly made - even a small part
which costs as little as twenty-five
cents in labour outof the. total la-
bour cost of twenty~five dollars
for & dogen-garments - it remains
to bc a defect and the garments may
be rejeected by the customer. And

‘the Bible,

inasmuch as a normal order involves
thousands of garments, o minor ne-

gligence may result im an unboarable

losstothe factory. High conscicnv-
iousness on the part of the manage-
nent and employeces may prevent such
misfortunc, but conscientiousncss is
a rarg human quality nowadays.

Not long ago,a garment factory
wner committed suicide because his
goods were rejected by his customer
who even thrcatened him with a claim
for the ungotten estimated profit
as a rcesult of fthe rejection.

I was no clever menufaciuror,
and I had no extraordinary lenient
customers, nor had I any sccret es-
cape from the troubles and problems
that surrounded me day-after day. L
was in torment., I could not under-
stend why lifewould be so difficult
even vhena person was merely striv--
ing for survival in a decent trode.
I camnot remewber if I ever had a
cheerful day or a restful night with-
out worrying about the next doy.
Life become so undosirable thdt I
litcrally wished it could end quick-
ly for me.

Then one night whon I opened
the Lord s=poke to me in
Matthew 635 "Do not be auxious about
tomorrow, for tomorrow will be an-
xious for itsclf. Let the day's
trouble be sufficient. for the day."
Totally unlike whatI had hecard from
any onc bofore, these words had =&
touch of authority and genuinc con-

ccrn that could be trusted, “"Lock ot

the birds of the air; - -they acither
sow nor gathcr into barns, and yet
your hcavenly Father feeds them. Arc
you nmnotv of more value than they?

And which of you by being snxious
can add one cubit to his span of

life?n -, . :

“on



0 Lord, tell me now what must
I do! I pleaded.

"Seek first the kingdom of God,
and His righteousness; and all these
things shall be added to you." Then
like streams of 1living water to a
thirsty saul, He revealed Himself
to me. Why, this Jesus is the very
Redeemer of mankind; there is no
salvation in any one else, for there
is no other name under heaven grant-
gd to men, by which we may receive
salvation. He is the help of the
helpless, and the hope of the hope-
less. Henceforth I was aware of a
wonderful thing between God and me -
Grace'

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound
"That saved a wretch life me!

I once was lost, but now am found
Was blind, but now I see.

Through many a danger, toils and
snares,

I have already come,

'Tis grace has brought.me safe
thus far,

And grace will lead me home.

After that night, I became more
interested in God's Word than in my
troubles. If you ask me what be-
¢ome of my factory when I was no
longer concerned about its troubles,
I can tell you: the troubles that
would not part with me lost their
deadly sting, for I discovered that
I had a Caretaker inmy factory, who
‘said, "Come to Me, all wvho are weary
and heavy leaden, and Iwill give you
rest." And I did.

Not long age I received a2 big
order from a customer for many thou-
pands of printed pyjamas. After the
pyjamas were cut, I took home some

of the printed cloth to make o bed
sheet and a pillow case for myself,
It 1s not my habit to look into the
ch@@tto check the bed sheets knov-
ing that I had enough of them to
last for a long time. But I did
this once by accident shortly.aftcer
I had gotten this new one in search

for something else. There, right

befoer my eyes; was the new sheet
washed and ready, but the colour had
faded so badly that it looked like
a five-year old sheet.

"0y, no!" I said. My face turn-
ed pale. My hands trembied. I for-
got completely what I was looking
for. Instead, I shuddered at the
thnought of what might become of the
many thousands of these pyjamas in
the factory,

Textile specialists were inmne-
diately consulted. Their explonat-
ion was that it might have been cau-
sed by insufficient colour stabili-
zer and baking during the finishing
process of the fabric. Additional
trecatment could be applied on the
piecegoods, but not on the finished
clothing. 3Besides, it would damage
the tearing strength of the fabric,
causing it to be unfit for wearing,
In other words, there was absolutée—
ly nothing that could be done.

As a believer, I have learnt
to look to God for wisdom and guid-
ance in moments like this. "O God,"
I said, "What shzll I do?" "Balce
it," It flashed into my head. A-
gain I said, "0 God! What sholl I
do?" "Bake it." come the same ans-
wer. I cannot explain why the words
"bake it" kept coming into my head.
But it finally struck me +that I
could try out this so-called boking
in my own factory by way of hot
ironing., There seemed to be no fur-
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ther harm in naving a small piece

of cloth tested that way, even

though I doubted if it would work,
I asket an empioyee to iron a small

piece of that rprinted cloth with

the hottest possible iron but with-

out burning the piece, then rub it

well in hot scap water. Half an
hour later, my men came to me with
the tested cloth. The colour stay-

ed! The tearing strength remsined!

My heart cried out: Hallelujah!

Tmnediately sy peonle treated
the finished pyjemes exuctly as
they had treated the piece of cloth.
And thus, thousands of pyjamas were

saved.

Bursng che last ten years,
tnere have been many rumours of the
devaluation of the pound steriing.
This could cause me hesvy losses
since my business was mainly tran-
gacted in pound siterling. In spite
of these rsported dangers, I had
never coasidored taking precaution-

‘ary mezsures tc safeguard my sverl-

ing contracts. Somehow, the rumours
of 1967 disbturbt2d me more than all
previous ores. So I vent to a fri-
end in a foreign bank and asked for
his advice. He assured me in good
faith that there would be no deval-
uvation, giving me many convincing
reasons. As a result of his assu-
rance, I decided to forget the whole
thing. But one night vhen I was in
bed resding some religious hooks,
the thought of devaluation struck
me again, so forcefully that I had
to promise myself going to the bank
in the inorning %o convert my ster-
ling contracts, irrespective of de-
valuation or no devaluation. Then
I went on reading for a vhile and
feil asleep.

-

The next morning, I converted

ve shall go.

my sterling. And the very next day,
the news of devaluation was announc-
ed by the government!

Now every time I wvecall thece
criees, and many others, I cannot
halp whispering this Hymn:

He leadeth me! O blessed thought,

-0 wowds with heav'ly comfort
fraught,

What'ever I do where'er I be,

Still 'tis CGod's hand that
leacdeth me.

He leadeth me, He leadeth me,
By Hig own hand He leadeth me;
His faithful follow'r I would be,
For by His hand He leadeth me.

Locking back over the past
years of my life and my friends', I
cannot but regret for our follies
and our love of money, knowing full
well that naked we came, and naked
And money will unot
save us from our doom; for we are
not sure which direction (heaven or
hell) de we go until we know o whom
we belong ( to the heavenly Father
or to the devil and his kind).

Jesus said, "I am the way, and
the +truth, and the 1life; no ounn
comes to the Father, butly HMe (Jonn
14:6). EBvery one who acknowledges
Me before men, I also will acknov-
ledge before Iiiy Father who is in
heaven; but whoeverdenies Me before
men, I also will deny hefore My Fa-
ther who is in heaven ( Matthew 10:
52-33)."

Dear friends, let me tell you
again, there is no other name under
heaven for men to call on +to0 save
them. (Acts 4:12)
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a fellowship mecting S michells ...
(@)

Last night we were having a fellowship meeting

'Neath the halo of a lamp.

Everyong's feeling kind of blue

“When waitin' for somebody to break the ice.

And ve sat and waited,

Couched in our indifference, like shclls upon the shorc.

There seemed to be no more things to talk about,
'Cause we're afraid of being hurt

And throun away into the dark.

We thought we might as well be apart,

But everybody's too proué to be the first to leave
And so silence continued to reign.

At last somebody started to say something,

And I also shared a few words.

I didn't know why I spent my time

Saying things that I didn't believe to matter at all.
I couldn't treat my friends honestly anymore -
Honesty costs too much pain.

- 10 -~
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I sat there again feeling very empiy,
As memories trickled down like drops of bplood
From a wound that seemed never able to be heoaled.
Oh, how I longed for the gdod old days

When our memories were still unstoined

By the wrongs we've done each other.

We're gtill very young and simple then;

With little sensc of seniority or pride.

No one's so casily offended,

Or so hard to please.

We felt very free and easy,

And talked about things that really mattered.

But now you've got your Ph.D,

And he's become the chicf engineer,

Education and age and experience have built walls -

A fortress strong and high -

That none may psnetrate,

And true fellowshiyp has forever becn hurlcd undpr the grave.

We're still sitting thcre like pieces of unfelling statues

'Neath the halo of a lamp. _ x

But I could only touch your shadow - ' : '
You scemed like a sgtranger now unto me. s

Blood continued to trickle down from the wound

And no one dared to disturb the reign of silence.

"Confess to one another therefore your faults - your slips, your falsc steps,
your offences, your aims : and pray =zlso for one another, that you may be
healed end restored." & : e

Jomes' 5:16a (Amplificd Version)
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"God has a plan for ny life"
is o concept ontertained by most
cvangelical Christions. If you ask
for the recsonfor such a ctotoment,
the Christian would probobly say,
"Well, since G d has choscon ac and
saved me, He must also hove o pur~
posc for my lifc. He knows ny fuw-
ture, He will show me and guide me
in everything thot I do, occording
to His plen and His will.," OBut the
question rem:rins how dovs one know
thnt God hos o plan for his life?

A Christinn often looks back
at his past cxpericences - his scarch-
ing for God, his conversionj ' days
of sorrow or Jjoy;or cven oy single
failure or suceess ond kmotrs thrt
nonc of them Jjust occur by chance
or beceausce of circumstonces. Bach
incidence hos o purposc wnchind it.
The Christian oattributes +them to
the plan of God and likewisc hc sces
the furture as alrcedy plonned by
God.

However, the ultimotc basis is
from the Bible., It was full of re-
cords of how GOod has long before-
hand made definite plous for the
lives of many men and women. Some—
times it even goes into the very de-
tail of how such plans were corricd
out. God's plan is cvident in the
lives of .Jbrcham, Jacob, Joseph,
Moses, Esther, Jonah, cad nony nore
in the New Testament. But God does
not only have plans for o fov spe-~
cial persons. Paoul was inspired to
say, "He desfined us in love to be

" his sons through Jesus Chrizt, ac-

cording to the purposc of his willV
(Eph. 1:5)

God's plan continucs %o work
out in each Christian's lifc..  The
psalmist said, "Bchold, the oye of
the Lord is on those who fear Him,
on those who -hope in His stcadfast



love." ( Ps. 33:18 ), and "Thy eyes
beheld my unformed substance; in thy
book were written,every oneof them,
the days that were formed for ae,
when as yet there was none of them."
(Ps. 139:16)

Also, Paul wrote to the Romans,
"For those whom He foreknew,He also
predestined to be conformed to the
image of His Son, in order that He
might be the first born among many
brethren, and those whom He predes-
tined He also called; and those whom
He called He slso justified; and
those vwhom He justified, He alsc
glorified! (Rm.8:29,30). Thus, for
every Christian, God's plan for his
life consists of calling, Jjustifi-
cation and glorification.

But what about +the details in
life? Paul tells "... in every-
thing God works for good with those
who love dim,who are called accord-
ing to His purpose." (Rm. 8:28) 1In
Matthew 10:29 - 30, +the Lord said,
"Are not +two sparrows sold for a
penny? And not one of them -will
fall to the ground without your
Father's will; but even the hairs
of your head are all numbered." But
now the question arises: does God's
plan includes every minute decision
that a Christian has to make? Are
Chrlstlans Just avtomations - within
His plan? Are they free to will and
to make their own decisions?

Calvin and tie Reformed Church
believe in absolute predestination.
rlhey claimed that God's purpose is
absolute, immutable, unconditional
and independent of the creation. God
does not merely foresee or foreknow,
as Calvin himself explained, "We
mean by providence not an idle ob-
servation by God in heaven of vhat
goes on in earth, Dbut His rule of
the world which He made; for He is

not the Creator of a moment, but the
perpetual Governor. Thus the pro-
vidence we ascrive to God Dbelongs
not on%y to His eyes but to His
hands."

Calvin went on to quote Acts
17:28: "In Him we live and wmove and
have our being." He asserted that
nans counsels, wills and endeavours
are overruled by God, that God works
in the hearts of men, directing their
plans and moving their will so thot
they do nothing but what He has or-
dained.

To this the Arminian question
the Calvinist as to wiat they act-
vally mean by the will of man. Ac-
cording to the Calvinist, if there
is any freewill, it is but an illu-
sion, for everythingis predetcermin-
ed. Further, does man responsible
for their actions? The Arminians
think that the Calvinist destroy
and deprave man of his free-will.
To them, God has a general but not
a specific plan. But this docs not
solve the problem, for the immuta-
bility of God would be at stake.
And ss the Arminians cannot disre-
gard God's omniscience which points
to foreknowledge of all things in
the future,;, they have difficulty
maintaining their idea of free-will.

So there still remains the un-
solved dilemma. But taking a look
at history,we find examples of God's
predestination and men's free-arill
working parallcl with cach other in
the lives of many. . In the lifc of
Josevh all the harms that worc done
to Joseph by his brothers were clecar—

1. Calvin, J. Conccrning the Ejer—
nal Predestination of God p.1625

...13.‘.



1y done in their own froe-will. Yet
through this God workcd outHis plan

in Joseph's life; as Joscph himself ™

rocogniscd this and told his broth-
ers,"You sold me here; ... God sent
me Dbefore you to preserve life "
(Gen,45:5) Similarly, for the cru-

eifixion of Christ, Potor witnossed
in Acts 2:23 that "... Josus, deli-
vercd up according to the definite
plan and forcknowledge of God, Fou
crucificd and killed by the hands
of lawloess men."  Although Jesus!
death vwas in CGod's plan, the Juows
were also responsibic for it.  For
there arce certainly frue acts of men
involved in this event such as the
rejection of Jesus by Jews, the

parting of Jesus' garments and the
casting of lots by thc Roman sold-
icrs, arnd Judas' delibecrate act of
betraying Jcsus. All thesc agonts
excrcised their froe-will and yet
unconsciously they fulfilled the di-
vinc prophccy of the grcat salvat-
ion plan in the lifc¢ of Christ. Thus
the Biblc witnesscs to the sover-
éignty of God in harmonizing these
apparcnt contradictions.

‘ As Christians, we have been
shown clearly in Gad's word what we
arc supposcd tc know and do. God
has a pian for each one of cur lives
and He knows what the future holds.
Paul reminded ws that " God is at
work in you, both +to will and to
work for his good pleasurc." (Phil.
2:13) And out of His goodness and
love, He plans everything for the
good of us. So God's plan for our
lives should oncourage us. It act-
ually gives us confidence to rest
in God, for He is in control of our
lives.

In Philippians 2:12, Paul ask-
cd the Christians to work out their
salvation with fear and trewbling,
since we work along with God, so
God's plan does not meoan.that we

coen  simply do " vhatever we want "
without taking heed of His Word. Nor
does it mean that we can ignore the
work of Satan, for we arc oftcen re—
minded of Satan's temptation and de-
ceit. When writing to the Romans,
Paul assured them thoat no person or
thing shall cver separate the elect
from the love of Christ (Bm. 8:31-
39). He also warned them not to be

proud, but to be feoarful; if thoy
do not in faith continue in the
goodness of God, they will be cut
off as were the unbelieving Jows
(Rm. 11 : 20-22). Thus the Bible
reveals to us our recsponsibility -
we arc to abide in Christ, +o walk
in the Spirit and to kcep-His com-
mandments.

God has a plan for each of our
lives, and thesce plans might even
include the minutest detail. But
the whole is just known to God. On
our side of the picture, we may not
know and we do not nced to know the
full plan to its details. For God
chooses to reveal to His faithful
ones only step by step according to
His wisdom and judgcment. Our part
is to scek tc know only the step
Jjust ahead of us.

To conclude, here are the words

of J. Calvin, " the faithful, since.

they set before themselves the di-~
recting hand of God, will not hoesi-
tate to cast all their cores upon
Him. And as they know that the de-
vil and all the ungodly however much
uproar they mey make, are not only
tied fast by the chains of God bhut
even compelled to render Him obe-
dience, they gill procced quiétl

on thoir way." E end

2. Calvin, J. Concerning the Eter-—
nal Predestination of God (p.167)
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Proverbs 20:27 (::)
"The spirit of man is
the candle of the g E >
Lord, searching.
all the inward

arts of the belley
?emotional life)."

— The Christian life is searched:| N~

The purpose of a candle is %o
be 1it and used to reveal what
is otherwise unseen. Unless I
yield my "candle" (spirit) to
Him, He cannot use it as His
own. Once He lights my "can—
dle", my inner attitudes and e~
motions, are revealed. How
much am I willing for these to
be seen or corrected?

i
|

Psalm 18:28 |
"For thou wilt light vy candle: i
the Lord my God will enlighten %
my darkness." {

- The Christian life is submitted: ||

The candle is a sourc

dottie

...God is light (I Jn.1:5)

eeo His light dispels my dark-

ness ... only to the extent I a-

1low Him to consume me. (Galat-
ians 2:20; II Corinthians 4:5)

THE MORE GOD REVEALS IfY "DARK" .
AREAS, THE MORE I AM HEMTNHILE
DYING TO SELF.

Luke 11:33

"No man, when he hath lighted a
candle, putteth it in a secret
place, neither under a bushel,
bit ona candle stick, that they
which come in may see the light,"

~ The Christian life iz used:

The function of the "candle" is
not to conceal my testimony, but
to be willing to shine in God's
choice of candle stick, (or the
situation into which God puts
e others awvare

e Their ovm need

The following poem seems to fit this mediation very well.

- 15 -



4 timid little candle

Loy scecluded on a shelf,

SERVICE

ind in the quiet darkmess there,

It tolked thus to itself.

"With all my late companions gone,
'"Pis lonely, I have learned.

But what an awful ;fate was
is one by one they: burncd.
How fortunate I am to be
Preserved from such a fote.

I anm forgotten and can rest,

Oh, what a blesscd state."

" And when it saw how needed

Was the light it did impart, 7 /
4 joy that it had ncver Ynown \\u ﬂét//
Near burst its breaking heart.
And as it was consumcd it found
" The joy that comes thru pain,
And understood its lititle life

Had not heen-lived. in vain.

How sad to savc our lives for self,

And lose them for alway,

What joy to lose them for our Lord

And find them in that day.

“dnd it burst into glorious light.

“Was painful, it is true,

theirs,

and so it lay quite useless,
Of iife's joys unaware, .
Until one day the shelf was cloaned, ‘
And someone saw it there.
Ploced on 2 candlestick it did
Protest with all its might,
Until a mntch was brought,

The burning it hod drended so

But quickly was forgotten
As its golden brightness grew.

N

"



Wayne Herrod

A person‘s experience in coming to the Lord and then learning to walk
in His ways is greatly affected by his former experiences. Therefore,no “two
people's experiences will be the same. God takes us through various exper-
iences to show us what we are, to make us willing to accept His way and
then to develop His way in us.

My home background was nominally Christian., Early teaching and my own
gseifish desire for instant easy answers tc life's problems made me have the
idea that to accept Christ was the magic formula that would forever remove
the desire for sin. I thought I would no longer have any problems and fol-
lowing Christ would be automatic.

But,what I expected and what I experienced vere guite different. Grad-
ually doubts earose in my mind regarding the trustworthiness of the Bible,
the resurrection of Christ,God's existence,and later even my own existence.
FPor the first time a struggle between good and evil was raging in my heart.
I began to see evil within as real evil, and became aware of tendencies th-
at scared me. Alvhough I saw God's way as right and knew it to be best, I
also saw it as demanding and costly and I was strongly tempted to reject it
and remain in my own way. But knowing the consequences of doing this kept
me seeking God,

- 17 -



Disappointed expectations call forth reactions from us and I am no ex-
ception. I was offended at what was happening. I did not want the discip-
line and struggle. But I also believed that there was something very wrang
in me, and many times I concluded that I could never be s Christian, The
terrible corruption and perversion within frequently led me to despair.Once
I even attempted suicide but I was restrained by the Lord.

As I heard the +testimonies of other Christians, I concluded that no
one else had the same experience ss mine.They did not have struggles,doubts,
evil tendencies, or strong temptations in their lives. At least if they did
they wseldom, if ever, shared it.

Why did all +these happen? If they are common Christian experiences,
then why is it s0? Before I came to Christ I was a willing slave of Satan,
although I did nct realize it. Dut when I turned to ths Lord Satan did his
best to turn me back to himself and he did everything conceiveble to accom-
plish this. He tried to convince me that God's way was hard and miserables
that I was hopeless and did not really want God's way. AlL these discourag-
ed me very much.

To me, faith was the intellectual assenting to Ffacts., God permitted
doubts to come because this was my vulnerable point. Doubts were more
threatening to me than sin and these doubts drove me to seeck God and a true
faith. Through searching the Scriptures I came to see that true faith in~
volves yeilding to and putting wholehearted trust in Jesus Christ.

Another area of struggle that I have had, and still do, is in the area
of emotions. We are all prone to live the Christian life on the same prin-
ciple as when we lived witiout God. Naturally, our wills are under the
dominion of our carnal desires. VWe do what we like and avoid what does not
promise some sort of selfish fulfillment. The principle of the new life in
Christ is that our wills are to be subject to Him and His will. But becau-
se ve find it hard to do what we do not like. we pray, read the Bible, or.
obey Christ only when we "feel like" doing them. Learning to exercise our
wills according to His will in the face of our selfish desires results -in
a struggle. S0 we tend to postpone obcdience until we "feel like" obeying.
At such times, our feclings can be very threatening and formidable and
strong. Therefore, I was very weak in cbedience and usually waited for the
"movirg of my feelings." As you can imegine, I lived a very fluctuating and
unstable life.

. "Wait on the Lord, be of good courage, and He shall strengthen thine
heart. Wait, I say, on the Lord." Psalm 27:14. There is the answer. I
lacked the courage and determination to act contrary to opposing feslings.
Though I had the knowledge that God would make it possible, the tendency
to fall back into living by feelings is still there ne matter how often I
tried to step out of it,

Expecting émotions to correspond with God's will and His written Word
was bound to bring confusion. ften my feelings centradict what the “Bible
says.- I found it hard to %rust in the face' of my distrusting emotions,
Shall we judge by our feelings then?

[y

[z
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But the real problem was unwillingness to do all that I knew God
“wanted for me. The freightening aworeness of inward wickedness, plus
chastening and the confusion that came with rebellion were all part of His
way to break me. But in order to encourage me ~in this continual struggle,
God gave me insight into the reason of these experiences carly in my
Christian life. This He did through a poem which I quote here, enbitled,
"How Prayer is Answered."

I asked the Lord that I might grow
In love and faith and every grace,
Might more of His salvation know
And seek more earnestly His face.

I'was He who taught me thus to pray
And He, I trust, has answered prayer,
But it has been in such a way

As almost drove me to despair.

I hoped that in somec favoured hour
At once He'd answer my request

And by His love's constraining pover
Subdue my will and give me rest.

Instead of this He made me feel
The hidden evils of my heart,
And let the angry powers of hell
Assault my aoul in every part.

Yea, nore, w1th Hls own hand He secmed,
Intent to aggravaté my woc

Crossed 2ll the fair designs I schemed
Blasted my gourd and laid me low.

"Lord, why is this" I trembling cried,
"Jilt Thou prusue Thy vorm to death?"
"T'is in ‘this way," the Lord replied,
"I answer praycr for faith and rest."

- "These inward trials I employ

‘From self and pride to set thee free,
And break thy schemes of earthly joy,
That thou maycest seek thine all in fle,"

Learning to trust the Lord and leﬂrnlng to choosc His way consistently
and persistently requires time and o variety of experiences. I nced to keep
secking the Lord in the face of all that would discourage me. And to do
this I have to be strengthened with pewer through His Spirit in the inner.
part, so that Christ mey dwell as Lord in my hcart by faith.

T believe +that I havé learned a few things, but I feel I have only
begun. Accepting hyself and the daily siruggle is a daily struggle by it-
self. I do thank the Lord for what Hc has been doing in me thus for and
trust that He will® contiruc until I am all that He desires me to be.
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11th Canadian Chinese Christian Youth
WINTER CONFERENCE

Date : Deccmber 27 - 31, 1971.

+d

lace : Winnipeg Bible College,

Otterburne, Manitokba.
(&bout 50 miles south of Winnipeg)

Theme : Christ - The Ultimate.

Speakers : Devotional meetings - Mr. Un~tak Wu

Bvangelistic meetings - Mr. Sam-Kiang Lam

Tees : $17.50 (Room and Board)

% 1.00 (Registration)

Delegates from different cities will arrange for their own transportations
tc *hn Winnipeg Bible College.

For further informations, please write to the following address:

Mr. Stephen Ng,

The Planning Committece,
808 St. Paul Street,
Wiinnipeg 10, Manitoba.

IO Et

1.

2.

3.

v

After much prayers and discussions, the Fountain Subcommittee has decided to
put out its Southcast Asian Edition in the near future. About 2,000 copics
would be printed in Hong Kong and distributed from there. Please pray for
now Hong Kong Representatives and also our readers in Southcast Asia.

The first shipment of "The Starscekers" has already arrived at Winnipeg. It
is hoped that they could be sent out to our North American readers by the cnd
of October. Please continue to pray thet God would use this book to reach out
for the non-Christisn roaders.

ﬁany of our reader would be moving after the new scmester has started. So
pleasc don't forget to send us your new address (as well as the 0ld) so that

. the "Fountain" may be sent to you in time.

Financial situstion

"The Starseekers"

(3

Amount requircd - Can. $4,000.00

Amount reccived - $2,850.00
Printing machine ¢ Amount required - $ 900.00
Amount received - $ 750.00

- 20 -



R T

R A A

i [:] q?"gL A ,4q }?~?E',f\“’ﬁ%

Please check the opriate boxss

Uil 2] e

-1 /;z Liame: Miss . o
lrs

't}.’ "k -”‘J‘ l.‘:C‘f'! :

ot e S e 4 i S e B A B+

P et Fe R i ERLTI
- l"' " * o
iy 7 i S =
— r] ,:’ ?-,!"' -:"— ‘;l
#7 e
ol
&
/‘- F ; il

,- A GEERER)

(Please print)

—— - | A — e . A S o

S

L) ¥R T tader 20

Female

1
el "g". - . v g4y o - )
- i ; _J Sz University l lk? High D i {4, Other
Fducation: ax : School gy
et i
Y
duﬁ\lf\ Oucupation: B
; 2 i spad s o LN IET B 4= . 22 g
z 27 P e, 1 - 2 E] .1 = F. 2
G P,\l}‘?;‘l‘?}i.’/g '_.\_ﬁ-_:’(‘;’)“? ’I;(/TIL}’:_"/"{BPF’\ | 'r'; \Fﬁ-ﬁwi%iii gﬁ?
2 FZ
=L 7
My heart is moved after reading this magazime and T would like to receive
Jo'us Chrigt as my Lord and Saviour. Please pray for me.

L] AR G e nlat o b

@éﬁ]ﬂ' FIARE ¢ i‘, . r{zrrqr——“
O

am a

}ur has

I would 1ik
my future.

hristian,

2
plan for B

ea

;‘

[ 1ARAR 18 F A5 FLER

I am a Chyistian bu+ h*v La -ed avay
I would like to wededicate myself
E B T ;
D 44 »‘? 7% /))f) SRS ﬁ)‘co Please

4%
/}i/u

Names

Address:

,ﬁﬂ Sk

to The Lord

bt . Ao . e S’ o o = A et S e i i e

A A AT AR 2

lr'f

to dedicate my life to Christ and trust that
ge pray for me.

ﬁILJ%’““ fijgiék;?a J.nvéiﬁgfk:%éf%%

from God.. After reading this magazine

Please pray for me.

sending me the Fouatain.,

LA s L A et e

G LI e T et

o N 8 o

I

R A SR 058 B e

P

Gur TR

T B i R AR N



Fﬁ s e {qy@g%wm&

lez your old address nere:

e e e e e e e e e e e o e A Gt e e et e A P .

e

ol g l 20 T e Ko ?
EJM‘T%# I 5 Ak H# R FaITR
W new address svarting from 197 will be
iy e
ins, (Femiiy Heme) (First) (Second )
=gt
tl b arnRess GRIR% %)
{ Floase Print)
. 4
—_—
H_V..‘ ™ S i T2 . oy
J'__ AXEE IRk A4 7 Rk E‘f EF L 3.4 0. 55 5 )
I would like my friend(s). % ceive this nzgﬁz_.nc regulsrly :
: My k
, WA 2, HHE Miss.
'%L;& / Mrs. (Family Name) (First) (Second)
otk ioomRess
% KL{,‘)-/\:’M 018k Pedree a2 Christian

e b e e e e e e e e e s e e e

e

My friend i s /jﬁ/% nott &-Christian
L
+L 3
l lﬁ/’%ﬁ < k/\/\}{( NG 7)@).%4 T i3
I would like % donate
/ (peyable to The Fountain)
¢ r A
[ X H %’)'?'Jﬁ? 3y :
My _apinion ahout The Tountain
f
4
r
r
H
: N
il
.i 24 > e (31
SRt :
Please. return this slip +o = s B0R 17“’ NATE
iy L\ _EJ—-J T 1 JL\ ‘.‘J—-:cl.:‘ { (J"—‘I '




