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"Jingle bell, jingle bell, jingle all the way ..."

This old familiar tune from the radio, with its
zay flowing tempo, announces the approach of  the
Christmdas season. The gnow-clad city of Winnipeg as
with other cities throughout Canada is brightened
up by the coloured lights of Christmas decorations
that sparkle like the twinkling stars adorning the
sky. EVen the subzero temperature could not refrain
the people from joining the huge crowd of faithful
Christmas shoppers. Indeed if there is a festival
that is almost observed by everyone, Christmas will
be it for sure. It does seem to be taken for grant-
ed that Christmas is for everybody.

It is.interesting to observe the different fac-
ets of the celebration of Christnas. Christmas
cards,for one,are always on sale at least Two mon-
ths ahead of, time. In a recent article in [Time,
“the authofxwifh the following coment, "No, there is
no escaping Christmas Cards, not even.in these days
of ressions. For better or worse,they have become
one of :imerica's unavoidable, conventional and yet
curiously revelatory means of comuunication.”" Tes,
they have become "unavoidable" and "conventional®.
It has become the thing to do. Furthermore Chrigt-
mas cards have solved .the problem for many who real-
1y do not have much to convey. By sending a Christ-
mag card, one can innocently sign someone elze's
platitude and guiltlessly send it .as his own gene-~
rous greeting! Take the following as an example.
How many of the well-coined phrases can you  really
say with all sincerity: i R '

8 ' "Good friends rejoice
4%t Christmastime
For near, or far apart .
Fond thoughts
And happy memories
Unite us, heart to heart ...
So this brings seacon's greetings
ind it comes to tell you, too,
What lasting happiness there is
In being friends with youl"
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Indeed, some cards even digplay the extent to which the celebration
of Jesus' birth has become a fegtival for non-Christians. One this  year
contains a poem called "'Twas the night before Chanuksh*," This is typical of
how irrelevant such poems could be from the real meaning of Christmas,

Let wus look at another aspect of Christmas - the Christmas
decorations. In our residence, there was a theme calied "Christmas B. C."
If there is anything that entails real imagination and creativity, this must
be- the one. A Christmas before Christ - just fancy that! But how true
and representutive this is of the extent that Christmss has lost its real
meaning and value. Indeed, to many, Christmas has come to the stage when
it is no more than a few days of vacation, a time for mer iment and mad
crazy dances.

Once I was holding in my hand a belated Christmas card from a
friend back home. Someone noticed it and asked me in a very surprised tone,
"When do you Chinese have ‘your Christmes festival?" I didn't know. how to
answer her. Indeed, today Christmas has become no more than a festive -day
integrated into the culture of the people.

The above three are but some typical examples to show how the
world looks at Christmes. We see +that people are under the pressure to
conform with the rest in observing Christmas. To them it may be  no more
%han a festive day or a time for merriment. But if one really knows the true
meaning of Christmas, there is indeed cause for much joy. :

The first Christmas (if it can be so named) was a quiet night
with no jingle bells, nor Christmas trees. But it marked the most significant
event that has ever happened in the whole human history. It was on thot night
that Jesus Christ was born. As one hymn puts it,

"Love came down at Christmas,
Love most lovely,
Love divine...."

Indeed it was love itself that came down. "For God so loved the world that
He gave His only son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but
have eternal life." (John %:16) Jesus was born to die. He said, "I come that
you may have 1life, and have it more abundantly." Jesus left the - “glory of
heaven to become a man so that he might die for our sins and raised up again
victorious over death to give us assurance of life eternal. The old familiar
Christmas story of Christ's birth is no fairy tale; it is a fact of history.
God has provided men with a way to come back +to Him. Thiz is +the jJoyous
message and the real meaning behind Christmas.

* * * *

* Chanukah is a Jewish festival beginning on the 25th day of +the month of
Kislev and lasting eight days. It commemorates the victory of the Maccabees
over the Syrian in 165 B.C.
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The first time I heard of Jesus Christ was in Grade four. nve-
ry week we had a few Bible lessons with a word of prayer afterwvards. This
is how I begzan to know something of prayer. The Bible lessons gounded
great too: I heard of Jesus Christ, the Son of God and the many miracles
He performed. Gradually I became interested and longed to know npre ahout
this Jesus. 3ut my wother thought I was too young to go to Sunday School.

" The jolly primary school days were soon over and I went on to
Jjunior high. Graduslly I became less naughty. I liked to sit quietly to
ponder over the meaning of life. Where would I go after I die? Would it
be as what people often say that the "good" goes to heaven. while hell is
reserved for the "evil"?I did not consider nyself as a "good" pewson. There
were a lot of evil things within me ~ hatred, greediness, dishonzsty, sel-
fishness, bad temper, just to neme a Tfew. If I went on like this, I must
be going to hell. To make up for what I had’done, I strived to be a sin-
less person by my own effort and will-power. But every time I failed com—



pletely. I felt just as what the Bible says in Ramans, "I know that good does
not live in me - that is, in my human nature...For though the desire to do good
is in me, I am not able to do it. I dON‘L do the good I want to doj; ingtead, I
do the evil that I do not want to do.' ;

™ ~» emptiness of life and my own ev1l ndture Tothered me very much
So finally I wade up my mind to go to Chumch, hopwng to find a way out. It
was at this very time that an almost fdtal and yet: life- ohunglﬂ@ event happened
to me. j : ' :

: t i

In that hot summer, rlggt after‘the examlnatlop, L.was_ LuLph serious-

ly by an acute resplratorv “1seaoe, By th@ end ol the vacation, my disease
reached its most criticel. state and I was adm1L§edm;g§p the hospital. Had -

not been for the 3ntén$@ medical. treatment, this would have taken my life.
A, AR s B o

During:those da Tk days when I was 3uru"011nv with death, I oftén
prayed to the only name I knew —the Lord Jesu%.( To my. surpr1 se, He indeed
heard my prayer. I managed to survive the crltlcal state gnd. my condition
improved. So I was even more convinced +hkt Jesub is the truc God nd my desire
to know Him 1ncreased i - il ;

e of o

Later on, I was transfe“red to a swuatorlum ldT 0y 1ong- T
treatment., One day'whep We were having our qftevnoon tea, a 15Ll VWhang
came in. Soon i fouﬂa Sut: thqt she was my ngw room-mate. « The' !, | ab THing: ahat
drew my attention about her was, tha%‘she said: grace before ‘she ate. After
chatting fc a while, I began’ to bombard. her W1th a seried) of questlon conoern—
ing Jesdﬁ<£hrlst She ~told me that she wags only a new convert and uhe aldn‘t
krnow mtich. .But she could . as <k ‘some of the brothers and sisters from gne Chufch
Youth *.Group to comé to- Vlolt me. 1 was & blt dlsapp01nted but what oonld I do
blit wait? - - _.ﬂ '

;The nest day, the nurse-in-charge told me that I had been transfer-
red to another ward. I was in such a great dismay. I knew I would hardly have
a chance to see her:again because of the .strict isolation regulations of the
hospital.

One evening, my physical state relapsed. I was fa§ling very sick.
The nurse came in and told me that two young people had come to visit me. They
said they were the Church friends of my former room-mate. I was so delighted
to meet them.. I tried to move some chairs to my bedside for them to sit down.
Unfortunately the change in position aggrevated uy discemfort and I u@7rbpd to
cough incessantly till I was fePling very dyspneic. I could not say a word to
them nor could they converse with me., After half an hour, theére wasn't any
inprovement. So they said a word of silent prayer, put a Gospel tract on my
bedside locker and left. I felt so sorry and frustrated. I was afraid that
they won't come back again.

Many wecks lapsed by. One morning, a nurse told me, that I had made
some progress and would be transferred to another ward. To my great surprise,
I was arranged to stay with my former room-mate again. In fact, our beds
were just next to each. other's. We were overwhelmed with joy for the reunion.

Visiting hours in the Sanaforium was always the time we most looked
forward to. One evening in March, a bunch of young people from the Church came
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"In summary, we have a fifty-yeéar old white male, presented with a sudden
onget of chesgt pain, fever and hemop i

thst he probable have ..." That.is how my
sentatiod., ’ '

vpression on this case is

Sometimes in wy mind it seems
man’ becones sick, it is just
be repaired. JTt'll either be
put back to work agsin, till

But iIs man reglly a machine?

No, man ig not a machine. He has a mind to think, he can love, he can
hate, he can ... Yes, man is more than & machine.

What difference i®  therc between a man and.a macnine, if he has no
purpose and meaning in his life?



I raised .my dreary héad and tried
to find the clock on the wall.But
there was none. So I turned aro-
und and looked at my table clock.

It was +two in the morning. My
eye~lids were drooping and I had

to frown hard to keep wmy eyes
open., I just could not concentr-
ate on the books anymore. So'I
closed my eyes. It was so quiet.
inside the room
even senge that I was there.

Then suddenly the sound of a
sirene woke me up. It was an am-
bulance coming into the hospital.
I murmured to myself, "Poor int-
erns in the emergence depariment,
they'll have a good mnight's work
again." After a ‘short empty mom-
ent, my ‘thoughts turned to the
one in the ambulance, and with
concern, [ said, "I hope he'll be
all right."

that I could not -

I an thankful

V. Poon -

"Today I thought of death. My tra-

ining tells me that death is amw
irreversible process whereby the
human ceases to function as man:
his heéart stops beating,his lungs
no longer respire, and his brain
begins to give a flat EGG <olectﬁ
roenoephalogram)a Thege are all
descriptive terms of death. For
years,even among the experts,peo-
vle have been arguing about the
cxact definition of death.

But what does death really. mean?
Death is abhorred by many. Nobody
wante it. If there 1is a way to
escape, I am sure.a lot of people
will try every means to take it.
for there is
which transcends death;
and only way - Jesus died so that
we may have eternal life.

dyiﬁg man comes
The pain,agony,
struggles and sufferings in his
last few hours of life really sc-
are me. But this is only physical
death. The eternal death that is
spoken of in the Bible is result-
ed from +the rejection of God as
menifested in Jesus. I

The picture of a
back to my mind,

- For us who
are healthy,life seems to be full
of pleasure and comfort. There-
fore, 4if we are offered a choice
between life and death, no onu
will choose death., If this is so
with our physical body, what then
about the spiritual body -~ the
spiritual life and death?

ﬁhat would you choose?



— richard yen -
(montreal)

One day I asked myself, "Wha
should I aim at when I serve the Lord? "
Then a second question came across my
mind, "Why? Do you really need to knowu?
Should you not serve the Lord without
ques tions?" "Well," I said, talking to
myself, "I need to know my direction.
How can I live for the Lord 4if I don't
know His plan for my life?"

In searching for the answer, fir-
st I ruled out a few pnssibilities. I“was .
convinced that nobody should . perve - the
Lord to acquire fame. Christians should
never have such thoughts.

I would not consider just to meet
a need gither. It is +true +that very
often I was asked to help in some odd
hours and sometimes I have to tgke up
many duties in the Fellowship, small and
insignificant they might be. Bult each
time, I could not help wondering after—
wards, "What have I really done for the
Lord?™"

Then I thought, "Maybe I should
aim at telling the Good News and bring
people to Christ. Certainly the Lord
would be pleased." ‘A whole conglomerat-
ion of Bible verses popped up in my
mind. They rang day and night in my ears
'Save the millions, save the milliong!!
"Yes, this im what I'll do," I said, "I
will make it my sole aim to spread the
sospel." 3o I worked and I toiled, but I



could not understand why I felt as empty as before. The Lord still seem~—
ed miles away. "Lord, you have said. thatfwnouoeV§r loves you obeys your
Word. Surely you should be pleabﬂd With ny services, shouldn't you?"

Then the Lord spoke to me,"Richard, wateh out! You may have bhesn

activalv involved in wmany services and ncyy ones will bhe opensd fo you.
But would all these lead you anywhere? Are you aware fhut these services
have been distrscting you and slowly substituting God's.place? You have

8¢ :d a great deal if all you gained is merely some knowl&dgeand @Yo
perience. These could st the most give you zome excitement. They cannot
lead you to a Tfsace to face deeper experience with the Lord er a gen-
uine leve to Him. Remember, always agsk, "Have I come to love Ged more - rs
after doing thiz?"

It hit home to me!

=

Then

eczlled these verses and- they began to nake sense; They
shook me up. P ey i B

'"Tou should love the Lord
your Ged with all you heart, and
with all your soul, and with all”
your strength, and with all your : - 2o
mind; and gyour neighbour as : S
yourself.'

'Not every one who says
to me, "Lord, Lord," shall ent-
er the kingdom of heaven, but he
who does the will of my Pather
who is in heaven. On that day
many will say to me,"Lord, Lord,
did we t prophesy in your: name
and do many mighty worke:zin your
nane?" And then will I declare
to them, "I never knew yeu, de-
part from me, you evildoers.'"!

I dreamt of my future
girl friend, how much she will
love me and insist on doing all
sorts of things for me and yet
not willing to spend a ' little
quiet time while with me. Would
you fthink that is natural at,
all? £ N

Lord, could.. mere human
work help to extend an inch of
your Kkingdom? I would  rather
spend more time alone with you
day after day, believing that
in loving you I please you umore. - a meditation -
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